A HISTORY 


THE BOONDELAS 


■BY 

CAPT. W. R. POGSON, 
«9f t6« 3$CKgal anng. 



/J7f^ jr oj- 

jrjfSJKaSlUiSM. 


s 

vw 

B.R. Pufifl&iSiSlPi’GGBPORATION 

461, Vivekanand Nagar, Delhi-110052 


Published by :i.n. PUBLISHING CORPORATION 
461, Vivekanand Nagar, Delhi0 10052 
Phone :5t6780 Cable OAWAKHA 


First Published 1828 
Reprinted 1 974 


UNIVERSITY OF JODHPUR LIBRARY 
lACC, NO .l.SAllt SUB 

■callno,.\/. 5L^ Li' 


Rs 60 00 

$ aooo 


Punted At . 

Royal Offset Printers 

14, Naiafgarh Road, New Delhi- 15, 



TO 

THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

wmmAm 

EARL AMHERST, 

OF AMHERST, IN THE COUNTY OF KENT, 

ARD 

©an of arracan, in tje ©agt Kniicg, 
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA, 

THIS WORK IS, 

WITH HIS LORDSHIP’S PERiHSSION, 


MOSTBESFECTFUIAY DJSCRIEED* 



PREFACE. 


— "»» t ♦■ > »»»- 

THE stupendous forts of Kalinjur and Ujee Gurli, the anti- 
quities they contain, and the vestiges of former ages, apparent 
throughout Boondelk,hund, first prompted enquiry into the history 
of that province. 

Research was for some time unsuccessful, or productive only 
of vague and doubtful information. Subsequent enquiries, how- 
ever, led to the discovery of an ancient manuscript termed the 
Kshutr Purkash, written in verse by a bard named Lai, recording 
the wars, celebrity, and succession of the ancient Rajas, and the 
valor, intrepidity, and heroism of the warlike Boondelas. It ap- 
pears to have been written during the life, and probably under the 
superintendence of the celebrated Raja Chuttur Saul, of whose 
reign, and that of his father Raja Chumput Rae, it contains cir- 
cumstantial information. 

No Raja, before or since, appears so successfully to have 
stemmed the tide of Mohummudan conquest ; or, so often to have 
opposed and defeated the chosen troops of the most able, enter- 
prizing, and warlike of the Mogul emperors : — well might Raja 
Chuttur Saul, therefore, exult in his exploits, and indulge the 
feeling of recording his deeds of valor in the stanzas of an 
epic poem ! 

Aurungzeb, the most intolerant and vindictive persecutor of 
the Hindoos, manifested bis religious zeal by mutilating their 
sculpture, demolishing their temples, or converting them into 
mosques for Mohummudan worship. Unable to endure the de- 
struction of all they held sacred and dear, they were roused to 
rebellion. Their just indignation once excited, religious enthusi- 
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asm, a high sense ofhonor, and the principleof theCliuttree faith, 
never to retire from battle, led them on to victory. United under 
a chief whose virtues and heroic achievements commanded their 
confidence and love, they speedily expelled their oppressors, over- 
ran the adjacent territories, and demanded the choiit,h, or one 
fourth of the revenue of those districts to which the Raja laid 
claim. In default of immediate payment, they were invaded by 
an overwhelming force, whose route might be traced by the blaz- 
ing of the villages and the destruction of the peasantry. 

JSuch is the outline of the first and second parts of this trans- 
lation. The third part is formed from various Persian and other 
documents, which in the course ofinquiry, I was enabled to obtain ; 
completing the history to the period of the occupation ofBoon- 
delhhund by the British troops, in 1803. Every thing of moment 
which has occurred in the province, since that period, is recorded 
in the Asiatic Annual Registers and other periodical publications, 
and would afibrd abundant interesting materials for another vo- 
lume. 

In the course of the translation, I have not hesitated in re- 
trenching redundancies, in supplying obvious deficiencies, and 
rendering perspicuous such parts as appeared defective, ambigu- 
ous, or erroneously transcribed; endeavoring, in conveying the 
meaning, to preserve the style and spirit of the original. 

The necessity of illustrating passages, and the interest excited 
in pursuing investigation, have induced me to insert copious anno- 
tations. The works from which they are cited, are, Maurice’s In- 
dian Antiquities, and History of Hindoostan ; Wards View of the 
History, Literature, and Religion of the Hindoos; Dow’s History 
of Hindoostan ; and occasionally from other authors, whose names 
are detailed. 

The view of the north east gate of Ujee Gurh, and also of that 
fort, are taken from the Military Repository. For the other engrav- 
ings I am obliged to Captain Mason, of the lOth Regiment of Light 
Cavalry. 
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Having now acknowledged to whom I am indebted, and the 
extent of the liberties I have taken with the original, I proceed to 
observe, that, at the commencement of Hindoo works of litera- 
ture, it is usual to invoke the name, implore the aid, and recite 
the praises of Guneshu, the god of wisdom. The poet accord- 
ingly begins with the following exordium. 

“ Praise beto Guneshu^ I May the sun of his wisdom enlighten 
the darkness of my understanding, and enable me to bring this 
work to a successful termination I O Guneshu I who, in a moment, 
canst absolve a multitude of sins, remove the greatest misfortunes, 
and bestow the blessings of virtue, — who grantest protection to 
those who implore it, restrainest the bands of discord and sedition, 
dispersest grief and sorrow, and diffusest the joys of spring, — whose 
high forehead marked with red lead * is like the sun bursting in 
glory from the orient hills, — I supplicate thee, to grant me wisdom I 
And thee, 0 1 Sursootee I also invoke 1 Bestow on thy servant Lai, 
fluency of language, power of versification, and ability, to record 
the history of the Boondelas ; for, without thy aid the attempt 
would be like endeavouring to swim the tempestuous ocean, or 
embarking on it, exposed to the mercy of the waves !” 


• Gunediu is dra'vni with an elephant’s head, a long body, and riding on a rat. He has four hands, 
one containing a sunlc,h, or the sacred shell sounded by the Bramhuns; another an Ankoos, or spike for 
driving elephants; a third holds a circle, the emblem of eternity; and the fourth, a water-lily, the symbol 
of the productive power of waters, upon which the active spirit of the Creator operated, in giving life and 
vegetation to matter. In the Grecian mythology, Socrates is also represented with an elephant’s head; 
a coincidence, similar to which are many others tending to evince, that the Grecian, Hindoo, and Egj’p- 
tian mythology are of one common origin. 

* Alluding to the practice of rubbing red ochre or red lead on the fore part of elephant’s heads. 

s Sursoottee or Suruswuttee is the goddess of learning, the wife of Guneshu, and the daughter of 
Brumha. She is represented as a white woman standing on the water-lily, and plajdng on a lute. Her 
mames are Brumhee, or the daughter of Brumha : Bhasha, she who hestows the power of speech : Sur- 
eootee or Suruswuttee, she who from the curse of a Brambun was tinned into a river.— IFon?. 
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2 note line 25 dele comma after 'cowdung*. 

3 note 14 line 12 for ‘persons’ read ‘Persans’. 

4 note line 46 after ‘Rarau’ add ‘who’. 

10 line 3 for ‘Kuerun’ read ‘Kurun‘. 

11 line 23) for ‘pain’ read ‘panic’, 

17 note 38 line 10 for ‘where ever’ read ‘wherever*. 

32 line 21 for ‘heh as’ read ‘he has’. 

39 22 — • ‘ignomy ’ read ‘ ignominy’. 

49 37 — a comma at ‘pursued’, it should be after the word ‘some’. 

50 13 ‘advancment’ read ‘advancement’. 

59 27 ~ ‘Oucehra’ reod ‘Ourehra*. 

60 18, 25, 30. for ‘Surouj’ read ‘Suronj’. 

60 27, 30. for ‘Oucehra’ read ‘Ourehra’. 

61 2 for ‘Gisbid’ read ‘Girbid’. 

61 27 insert quotation commas, from the word ‘in' to the word ‘hosts’. 

72 in for ‘city’s’ read ‘deity’s’, 

83 4 insert a colon after the word ‘round’. 

84 note line 35 a comma after ‘vessels’ and not after ‘follows’. 

95 Before and after the note insert quotation commas, and add ‘Maurice’. 

97 line 15 for ‘observed’ read ‘observes’. 

98 8 /or ‘milk’ read ‘milch’. 

101 1 a comma instead of a colon at ‘sun’. 

109 4 for ‘Kurut’ read ‘Keerut Singh’. 

112 14 — ‘Duwan’ read ‘Deewan’. 

113 11 and 12 for ‘of Nuwab’ read ‘of the Nuwab’. 

116 22 for ‘Bouslah’ read ‘Bonslah’. 

116 paragraphs 2, 3, and 4, insert quotation commas. 

130 line 3 the parenthesis to commence after the word ‘weighmen’, and end after ‘grain’, and the two 
commas to be omitted. 

144 line 1 1 from the bottom, for ‘colums’ read ‘columns’. 

144 12 for ‘negineer’ read ‘engineer’. 

14g 14/or ‘Dejoees’ rend ‘Dejoces’. 

152 after the note add ‘Maurice’. 

164 line 22 for ‘Muhattum’ read'Muhatumu’. 

168 at the end of the note add, ‘The Qootub Minar will also be observed to have seven stories; indica- 
ting solar and planetary worship, (as illustrated in note 116 and in the 3d paragraph of note 
124), affording conclusive demonstration of this celebrated column being of Hindoo 
construction’. 
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PART I. 

Chap. 1. 

Containing an Account of the. ancient Rajas, ^'c. 

The ancient Rajas, whose successors continue to the present day, deduced their origin 
from Sooruj Deb or, in other words, they are descended from the sun, who, sitting on 
his one-wheeled car, goes round the heavens and the earth, and in the revolution of one 
day, hills sixty thousand XJsoors who, at the time of his rising, oppose his progress. 
When he has destroyed them, he darts his refulgent rays, conveying light and bounty 
through the universe. The Soorus ® and Moonis" were always offering him praise and 
adoration, and seeking an asylum in his courts. He daily increased their faith and devo- 
tion. Under his government, crimes bad no existence, and every one was contented and 
happy. No tongue can relate bis glory, goodness, and praise ; for they are infinite. Af- 
ter a period, Sooruj Deb had a son named Munoo ®, commonly called Raja Munoo, who 


* This godj named also Sooryu, Sooru, Ruvee, is said to be tiic son of Knsiiyupn, the progoutor of god5 
and men. 

He is Tcpmented as a dart red man, with three eyes and four arms ; in two he holds the water lily ; with 
ther he b bestowing a blessing, and with the other> forhid^cg fear. 

He sits on a red water lily, and rays of glory bsne from hb body.— -IPcrtf. 

The solar car b supposed to have but one wheel, which goes roond like a horse in a mdl. 

*The UsooTS or glantSj the enemies of the gods, arc the offspring of Knshynpn, (Cassiopeia ?) the progenitor 
of gods, giants, men, serpents, and birds, by hb different wives, — Ward. 

* Tlie persons who worship Sooryo, or the snn, as their nnardian deity, are calicd Sooms. — -They never cat tiU 
they have worshipped the sun ; and when the sun b catircly covered with clouds, they fast- Oa a Sunday, many 
Sooms, as well as Hindoos of other sects, perform, in a more particular manner, the woraiup of tins idol ; and oa 
*hb day some of them fast, 

’ Devotees, 

* The Menu of Brumhu b believed to pre^de over the world. Menu inforxns hb cnoulrers, that thb world was 
all dark, nndiscenuble, undistlnimbhahle, altogether as a profound sleep, till the self-exbtent iansihle God,making 
"H manifest with five elements*, and other glorious forms, perfectly dbpellcd the gloom. Desiring to rabe up crea- 
tures by an emanation from Ms jdwh essence, he first created the waters, and impressed them with the power of 

The Akas b a kind of celesfiil element : ether. 

B 



possessed tbe good qualities of his father, had thousands of children, and an innumerable 
posterity , for aU mankind are descended from him 

The Rajas of former ages, whose posterity has descended to the present time, sup- 
ported the whole weight of the empire, were extremely vigilant and careful in protecting 
their subjects, in war obtained great victories, celebrated them with rejoicings, and never 
lledfromthefieldofbattle To the utmost of their power, they protected the Cowhand 
the Bramhuns, taking care that neither should ever be exposed to want or distress 

From the earliest antiquity, tbe principles of the Chuttree faith have been, to consi- 
der one's life an appropriate offering or sacniice to ensure the safety of a Cow or a 
Brahmun^®— -to give no one pain — to kill no animal wantonly, inflicting pain and death on- 
ly on enemies— to delight in war, since death in battle ensures bliss m heaven— to humble 
the oppressor, and subdue the refractory — to walk in the paths ofvirtne and religion, seek- 
ing honor and reputation— and never to be dismayed in battle, but, in time of war, should 
one’s bitterest enemy come for safety and protection, it is an incumbent duty to receive 


motion by tb*t power wm produced a gpidea egg, bitnof libe a iboniand itan, in wbch wsj bom Brubmit 
tbe great parent of all ratioQii beiagi, that wMtA h, tbe lovUible caoje, »elf exutlog but unpereeiwd That di- 
Tioity haring dwelt la the egg thmugh reroTrlag yean, hlraaelf meditating open blntelf, d Tided U Into two equal 
parti, and from those halres he formed the heareos and tbe earth, pJaciog In ibe midst tbe subtil ether, tbe e gbt 
pouts of the world, and the permaoeot receptacle of water* Asiatic Researches, rol I p 245 Brumba wa» tlia 
fint treated Deota, a name often ippi <d to thecelestulorbs, by whose inrigoratire heat and light, aod theepera 
tire Impnlse of a dirue energy, creation rose Into belog Tbe first end noblest progeny of Hindoost Ua, that l» 
the race of Brumba, are called the children of the con, implying that Bmmba wu a personification of the solar 
orb, anhypolhesu tupporied by the fact of tbe aolar and planetary worship being ao common among Paganiof 

erery age and conntry. “ Masaneh worshipped all the host of heareD, and lerred them , meaning the planetary 
bodies Josiab, " the son ofMsnaaaeb, put down all that burnt Incense onto Bssi, totbe sun, and to the moon, an 
to all tbe host ofhearen By the prophet JeremUb Cod ibreeteni that the people shall bring ont ihoboneaof the 
king of Judah, of tbe pnnees, pneats prophets and people, and shall ipread them before the sun the moon, an 
all the host of bearen wl c d theyaerred. Ib the island of Albion, the image of the sun was placed on a high pU 
lar, as half a man, with a lace full of rays of light, and a flaming wheel on bis breast He was worshipped in the 
same manner as Mitbra in Persia, aod tbe divinities in the east The Persian fifagi preserred a continual fire on 
an altar in honor of the aun and lights qf tbe firmament, as tbe Romans did their holy fire dedicated to \ esta.— 
Mannce 


»Brumhu created (be Brsmhnns and the Cow at the same time -the Bramhnna to read the formulas, and 

the Cow to afford milk (clanfied butter) for the burnt oflerings ^ „]Irf the 


said to enjoy exquisite pleasure; and men, by eating clarified butter, destroy ihe'r 


mother of the gods, and is declared by Brumhiu to be a proper object of worihip The Shutru appoin a 
Images of the gods shall be anointed with milk, ennb, clarified butter, cow dong, and nrlae, ^ . 

come free fromimpnnty, and all nnclean places are pnnfied by Clsw dung Indeed, many Bram uns o no 
of the bouse in a morning nntil the doorway has been rubbed with cow dung Persons strict In t 
ship the Cow daily, after bathing, they throw flowert at her feet andfeedbcrwith fresh grass, saying gn 

rntee, eat ' and then walk roand her three or seren times, making obeisance-— Ward 

” Astonished at the striking sirailanty (hatsobsists between thereligious principles of the 
the Christian filth, the learned Hyde (Hyde Hist Relfg eel Perse, p 31.) *’0*^*? , i wTnnV 

bare been the patnarch Abraham. Postelloi, however, (Abrnhsm I’ostellns in Commenlanoet ^ 

before asserted tbe same thing, with thJa a It tional rlmnnataoce, that the tribe of Brahmins are the escea 
ofthatpatnarcb.bybis wifeKeturah, and were foealled, quasi Abrahmancs Vol u IntLAntiq p 3 . 




.0 Clarice a„a pa„».i t^ aS'.ajo^" '' 

.I,,aa”rr:.”\*'a?ra^^ t' ““'fl "=p.0.ins 

« iacan.a«,„ rfth™ “■' «“ danto, „ha .aa anCvataa-a 


ovarLsef pLial Jb l f ; i'aal «,.da a IridgeU 

exarpatedhis race, and returned to Ujodheea, the capital of his dominions. 


tier a shell, in 7T 

rides on Goroora, (see note 5?,) an aiimal li»if ateheel.) and in the fonrth a srater my. He 

.t birdand half man, and vreais yellow csnnents. 

SllSStniS CITC BCCOUnt^ nf* ♦ 

the character of the Preserrer nmeofwhVh or appearances or incamadons of Mshnoo, in 

the foUowin?. Vishnoo, that’is theXoL' - ““ *°*‘* a ‘konsand names, araocc whidj are 

or he who dtrells on the watcra at th f- ‘*'® ^^Iruction of the world, all is ahsoihed. Karaynira, 
Gorindu, the raiser of the esr!h ^ ^ ■''■•'coer^erythinj is rednetd to the element of water. 

-bichha;atarht^!l'f,':J^“ thewatersof the nnirerse. He sits on the enahe Gnnntn, 


the Hindoot'^'sTe wJ^HUto^^VrT/th^ RMosyunn, an epic poem ranch celebrated araony 

WX 2 s uistory, ic, of the Hindoos, pag« 167 to page 171. 

of Cevloa, whi^haL^edih'!.^^^ ^ Adam’s foot, two spans in length, on the hi. best mDnB’.ain 

Cerlon and the rnaini .1 Adam's bridge to that series of rocks lying between 

'bridee. The iffscinr, <0 Sir W. Jones, is a vulgar error; since it shonld be styled Hamn’s 

dirious <rtnnp» »5 • ^ b.®iires Edihcantes, describes it as Composed not of arches, but of pro- 

spaces of fro ’ jf, three feet above the water— many eighteen feet in diameter, and others more, with 

ftmp, esah^~ *sn feel between every stone ; and th.at these masses of rock have been use^ in modem 

with ell his ^ ^ Marara, who, when pursued by the King of Jladura, passed over it to Ceylon 

InfoTmsvs beams thrown across their surface. Maurice. — ^Mr.Knoi 

thatbtpT, ' \ . ^ Adams was invented by the Portuguese; that in the language of the counttr, 

• Boodhu fM lots railed Hummalella, and the natives worship there the sacred footstep not of .Adam, bat of 
jggj ° from that eminence monnted to his native sides. — Knox’s History of Ceylon, p. SI. Feh. 


The .epulchre of .Adam, according to Herbelot, at this day remains guarded by linns. " Les anriens persons 
assnrant qu il fnt enterrfe dansVIsle de Sirandeb, on son sepulchre etoit gardS par des lions dn temps que les reants 
se faisoient la guerre.” 

The following is the Hindoo account of Adam’s bridge : — 

MTiea Ramu p. e. Ram Chnnder) ascertained that Ravonu had carried off Seeta, his wife, to Lunka (Ceylon), 
he arrived on the coast opposite with an army of 360,000 monkeys, under the command of Soogreevu, whose cene- 
ral Hunooman immediately leaped across the sea (500 miles) to Lunka, where he found Seeta in a garden be- 
longing to Ravnnn, and to whom he gave a ring from Ramu, and she in return sent Ramu a jewel from her hair. 
Hunooman then began to destroy one of Ravunn's gardens, who sent people to kill Hunooman; hat he destroyed 
those who were sent. Ravnnn then sent his son Ukshyu against the mischievous monkey, but he also was destroyed. 
Ravunu next sent Ms eldest son, who seiied Hunooman, and bringing him before his father, the king ordered his at- 
tendants to set his tail on fire. He then came to Seeta, and complained that he could not extinguish the fire on his 
She directed him to spit upon it, and he raising his tail to his face for that purpose, set his face on fire. He 
then complained, that when he arrived at home with such a black face, ail the monkeys would Jaugh at him. Seeta, 
to comfort lum, told him, that all the other monkeys should have black faces also ; and when Hunooman arrived 
among his friends, he found that they had all black faces as well as himseif. After Hunooman had given this ac- 
count to Ramu, he proceeded to invade Lunka, but was at a loss how to lead the army across the sea. He fcsted, 
and prayed to Sagnru for three days, and was angry with the god for no.' appearing to him. He, therefore, or- 



Raja Ram Chonder had two sons, named K.ooshu and Lava, who were brave, learned, 
and discerning ; unrivalled m archerj, horsemanship, and the use of the spear ; and > crsed 
in every art and science 


dered LokshmiiQu to fire »n arro^r, and carry away the god a umbrelta The god, then amnied from h a sleep, ex 
claimed, “ Has Ramu amred at the sea tide, aad have I not known it * He then directed Ramu to apply to Nolo, 
to whom he had given a blessing, that whaferer be tl rear into the sea should become buoyant At the command of 
Nolo, the mookeys tore up the neighbouring xnoutitains. and cast them luio tbesea. HuDoomanbrouiht three looua 
tains on his head at once, each St miles in cireuroference, and one on each shoulder, equally large, together with one 
neder each arm, cue m each paw, and one on his tail All these mountains being thrown into the srs, and becoming 
buoyant, a complete bridge waa formed, which, bowever, Ravonu was constantly employed in breaking down 

The engagement between Rama aad Ravunn lasted tevendaya RamuentofT the ten beads of Ravunu a hundred 
times but they were always miracnlonsly restored Ramuthen discharged an arrow which bad these properties,— that 
if it went into the air, it became I0,Q00 , If it entered the body of an enemy, it became an innumerable multitude 
Ravunn at the aigbt of thu arrow waa filled with fear, and would have fled , but recollecting that Sbivn had once 
given h(m an arrow that waa to res'ue him in a time of extreme peril, he discharged it, and destroyed Ramu a ter* 
nbie arrow 1 atill however, he was full of fear, for whichever way he turned, bessw Ramu he shut bis eyes, but 
still he saw him in hia miod At length, perceiviog no way of escape, be began to Batter Ramu, who waa so soften* 
ed that be declared he would ne> er destroy Kavoau The gods, alsrnicd lest Ravunn should be spared, excited him 
to reproach Ramu, who, indignant at such cooduct, let fly an arrow which pierced Ravunu'a body, piocceded 
through the earth Into the regions below, and having then bathed, teturned in the form of a goose, aod again en- 
tered the quiver in its original shape The geds were so much in fear of Ravunn, that they durst not begin to rejoice 
till they were sure hs was dead in whispers they asked each other, “ la be dead t Is be realty dead! ' ^khrnit 
waa known that he was eerlwoly dead, toe gods, Rama, the monkeys, and the bears all began to dance— Nundo* 
duree, the chief wife of Rai uon, aod mother of Indrnjlt, after the death of her liuabind, went to Kama weeping 
Ramu, Dot knowing who she waa, gave her this blessing, that she should never brconie a widow Finding bw mis- 
take, (haviog just killed her husband,] tic ordered Manoomau continuilly to throw wood Into Ibe fire, acevrdiog 
to a proverb among the H oduo- that as tongu tbebody of the husband it burning, a worain is not called a ivi 
dow To this day, therefore, Hiioooman keeps lay sag logs oa the fire , and every lime a Hindoo puts his fingers la 
his cars and heart a sound he tays he heart the booes of Ravuou burning Ramu thus obtained his wife , but as 
a trial of her inaocence while in the hands of Ravonu, he compelled her to pass through a fiery ordeal, which the 
did aahurt tie then returned to (/jodbya, aod monoted the throne After this, however, some person objected (0 
Ilamu, that it was not pra]er for him to receive Sccta, after she bad been in keeping of a giant He iherefciTe sent 
her into the forest to kalmeckee, the writer of the Ramayunu, wl en the wet delivered of two sons, Luvu and 
Koosbu, the latter of whom was afterwards stolen by the god Punchsnunu, when Valmeekee, to comfort the 
mother, took a blade of Koosbu grass, and secretly made a child so much like Kc>oshii,thBt Seetadid not know it 
from her own son In a short time, however, Puochaniinn, not being able to destroy a child of Ramu's, restored 
Kooshn, and Valmeekee caused the two boys to become one Before bis death Rimn performed the sacrifice of a 
horse Seeta and her t ro sons, Luvu and Kooshu, were restored to bim , but Ramu wishing Seeta again to pass 
through a fiery ordeal, ibe entered the fire, but tbe goddess Prilhivee opened her month, and received her into 
Fatalu At length Kaln Foorooshu, the angel of death, went to Ramu, expressing a wish for a secret couference 
Ramu promised, that while be was preseat, no one should be admitted, and placed Lnkihmunu at the door to keep 
out all Intruders , but while Ramn and Kalu Foorooshu were closeted, Doorvasa tbe sage arrived, and demanded 
an interview with Ramn This sage was so very paaslooate, that every one dreaded contradicting biro Lnksb* 
mnuu, therefore, through fear, went in And announced bis arrival Ramu for this oS'ence rejected bis brother, who 
in a paroxysm of gnef, drowned himself in the sacred nver Surujoo, snd went to hesren Ramn afterwards put 
an end to his life In the same manner Luvn and Kooshn succeeded him "—ffarJ 

In commemoration of these events, the Dnsuhurn annually takes placi, and indicates to the warlike tnbes, 
tbe period for commencing hoaCilities Duihurutu was a king who, having, in confonnity with a promise ex* 
actedby his wife, banished Ramu, soon after died of gnef After which a shoe of Ramn'i was placed upon the 
throne 

Tbe whole of this Uvular is obviously intended to instil the doctrine of tbe Metemspycbosis, which is another 
remstkahle coincidence with the Grecian fables Pythagoras remembered to bare been Alhalidcs, the son of Mer- 
cury, and afterwards to have assisted the Greeks at tbe siege of Troy, in the character of Euphorbus, where be 
was wounded by Menelaus From bim his soul passed into the body of Hcrmotimus , then into that of a fishennao, 

and last of all into the philosopher Pythagoras Empedocles said that he remembered to hare been first a gul, 

tbcD a boy, aad afterwards a shrub, a bird, and a fish Travels of Autenor, vol L p 227, 
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by .be ~s .f fi„„s on h,s febesd, in fc p,„e.oe of the princes .od nobles olTb 
empire, the Rajtilk, or mark of dominion. 


On being tUn? vested ivith regal power, be assumed the title of Mubee Paul. He was 
succeeded by his son Oodim, whose son Hoolninn was succeeded by his son Bimnl Chnnd, 
a celebrated warrior, famed for courage, valor and magnanimity. He was succeeded bv 
a son named Cbuttur Paul, whose son and successor Jondhpaul, was father of Bihnn^ 
Raj, likewise named Bibongesh. ® 


From the- reign of Muhee Paul to that of Bibnng Raj, the seven Rajas above mention- 
ed succeeded to the sovereignty of Ujodheea, or Ondh. Bihung Raj had a son named 
Rash Raj,, who, on ascending the throne, quitted Ujodheea, the seat of the sovereignty of 
his ancestors, and fixed his residence at Kashee or Bunarus, where his government and 
good qualities rendered his subjects so contented and happy, that nothing was beard from 
them but expressions of praise and satisfaction. 


From that epocha, whoever was born mler of Bunarus, inherited the title of Kasb- 
eeswor, or Lord of Kashee. 


]^ash Raj was succeeded by his son Guhirdeb, the fame of whose valor and virtues 
spread throughout the world. He was succeeded by a son named Bimnl Chnnd, who 
was so mighty and ferocious, that the hills trembled at his presence. He was succeeded 
by bis son Gop Chund, whose piety, charity and virtues were the theme of general admi- 
ration. He had a- son named Govind Cbnnder, celebrated for skill in war, strength and 
heroic achievements ; — tvbo was succeeded by bis son Tihinpanl, a zealous promoter of 
the Chuttree faith. He was succeeded by his son Bindh Raj, a prince excelling in every 
art and science; — who was succeeded by his son Noonik Deb, whose sonBedil Deb was 
father of Hijoonu Brirab, whose valour and success in war occasioned him to be called 
Hijoonu^^ He was succeeded by his son BeerBhudur, who zealously adhered to the prin- 
ciples of the Chuttree faith. This Raja bad two wives, by one four sons, whose names 
are unknown, and by the other one son, named Panchum, who succeeded to the sove- 
reignty, which continued in his line, — descending to his posterity. 

Raja Beer Bhudur was fonder of Punchnm than of his other children, made him his 
heir, and in order to secure to bim the succession, associated him with himself in the so- 
vereignty. 


“ Vijoana was a Kshotriva king with a thousand anns, who orercame the greatest monatchs, and made dnadful 
haTM in the sTorld. He beat Raremu, and tied him to the heels of his horse; but Brumha detirered him, and recon- 
ciled them again. One evening Utioona being in the forest, took refiige in the hut of Jumndngnec, the learned 
ascetic. He had with him an army of 900,000 men ; yet Jumudognee entertained them all. Uijoonn astonUhed, 
engnired of his people how this sace, living in a forest, was able to entertain so many people ! They could not tell, 
they saw nothing except a cow Brumha had given him ; but it was by her means perhaps, that he was able to en- 
tertain so many gnests. Its name was Kamu Dhenoo, or the earth personified. Urj^nu o^red Jumudu^ee 
his kingdom for the cow, .and on his refusal made war with him, and destroyed him and hrs whole ^y. Purnshoo 
Ramn, hearing of the death of his father Jumudugnee, went to the readence of Urjoonu, and killed him.— Tf-ord. 



When Raja Beer Bhudar died, Panebum ascended the throne, and assumed the reins 
of empire, but had notreigned many day*, when bis four brothers rebelled against him, 
endeavored to take his life, and expelled him from Ins dominions appropriating the royal 
treasures, and dividing the empire into four parts, each assumed the government of his 
allotted portion 

Pnochnni, who had never experienced care, difEcultj , or distress, was, from the un 
favourable aspect of his horoscope, thus suddenly plundered, oppressed, and plunged in 
a sea of trouble Helpless, forlorn, and expelled from the parental mansion, be pondered 
on the measures it became expedient to adopt , and in tbe bitterness of grief, anguish, and 
despair, derived consolation from rejecting, that no dependance can be placed on this 
world, wherein everything is mntableand transitory, where paternal and maternal wealth 
IS a source of discord among relations , tbe son, the father, or the brother, regardless of 
consanguinity and kindred, seeking each other's lives, and jet imagining that their exter- 
nal demonstrations of piety and devotion nn, m place of deeds, appease, and be acceptable 
to, the supreme Being Thus, under the influenre of misfortune, affliction, and a wounded 
spirit, the mental monitor, faithful to her trust, afforded him the peace and tranquillity of 
conscious rectitude , enabling him to denve comfort from tbe reflection, that though his bre- 
thren, octuated by avarice, envy and ambition, had deprived him of his wealth and domi- 
nion, yet that his adversity proceeded more from the decrees of untoward destiny than 
from their persecution , for, when Visbnoo was slumbering on the sea, supported by the 
serpent Ununtu^^, Mudhoo Ryeetub, an evil being formed from tbe substance dis 
charged from the ears of the sleeping deity, regardless of (he being to whom he owed 
existence, raised his impious hand to deprive of life the preserver of the world , when the 
omniscient Visbnoo, making a mental appeal to Bnmb, Jog Nidruh^^ was by that almighty 
power sent to slay Mudhoo Ryeetub, whose destruction averted the dan,^er to which 
Visbnoo was exposed Thus Puuchum also, by an appeal to the Creator, sought and ob- 
tained comfort , and extenuating tbe conduct of bis brethren, considered that when from 
tbe prevalence of innate evil, such an attempt was made against the Deity by hia own ofl'- 
spring, little could be expected from emng man ' 

It was Jog Nidrnb also who, by the dmne decree, entered the womb of Jusodha, eluded 
the power of Kungsu, and retired to dwell m Bindbccachul whence she received the ap- 


(Jhunta u a Isrga lerpent witb a t&ousanil h«ad«, on wbom Visbnoo etarabered for a tboosand jenrt, oa tb« 
Waters of tbe nnirerse The period " when tbe earth was without form and rold, and dsrkness was upon the face 
of the deep ” is here beautifally typiSed bj thealomber of tbe Deitjr who reposed, supported bjr the eo IsofUoon 
to, on tbe waters of chaos for 1000 years Donag which period the Lotos (see note 38 ) sprung from Vishnoo a 
narel , and from that flower was prodoced Bronibs who after creating the earih, caused, from hii own mind, a num 
her of sates tad four females to be bom Among^ tbo sages was Kuil yupu before mentioned From D tee the Ci 
ants , from Kndroo, the Hydras , and from Vlnuta, Corooro and Uroonn He then caused a Kshatnya or Chhu- 
tree to spring from his arms , a Voyshyu from bis Ibigbs , and a Sboodrn from bU feet 

” Mubaderec is the goddess of the Joga N dm, i e * the tranquil repose of the mind from an abstraction of 
Ideas ' The account of her ipmt entering the womb of Joaodba, of the birth of Krishna, &c Is detailed in the 
2tth chapter, to which the reader Is accordingly referred. 

>• Bifidbeeachnl u the name of tbe hills near bltraapoor, and of a neighboonog town of retigioas resort on the 
Oaoget 



pellation of Bindheeabasnee Bhowanee. She it was also who inspired Panchum with 
the thought of becoimng her votary, of retiring to Bindheeachul, and of devoting his life 
to religious austerity and the worship of God. 

He accordinglypurified himself in the sacred water of the Ganges, proceeded to that 
place, performed the pilgrimage and usual rites, and became exempt from the three spe- 
cies of trouble and distress ; namely, that inflicted by the Deotas. that occasioned by our- 
selves, and that experienced from the reigning Prince. 

Punchum being thus relieved from a weight of sorrow, the pleasing phantom Hope 
whispered, that the attainment of the object of his wishes was not remote, and would soon 
be realized. In order to render himself more deserving of so signal an anticipated inter- 
position in his behalf, he imposed on himself the additional austerity of standing upon one 
leg^®, abstaining from food, and remaining in constant devout meditation. 

Contemplating the goodness, mercy, and love of Bindheeabasnee Bhowannee, be 
remained in a state of abstraction for seven days. At the close of (hat period, be heard a 
voice, saying, ‘ Oh! Punchum, thou shalt repossess thy wealth and dominion!’ When 
these words reverberated on his ear, he replied, ' It is not for sovereignty and riches that I 
have chosen a life of piety and devotion.’ The voice ceased ; but left a ray of the cheering 
hope of realizing the secret wish of his heart, dawning on his mind, encouraging him to 
persevere in his austerities ; thus several weeks elapsed, when nature being exhausted, he 
began to despond, and mentally said: “ Why should I flatter myself with a vain hope ; for 
when will the wish of an unfortunate orphan be realized? It is, therefore, better to end at 
once a life pregnant only with misery and misfortune, by ofiering it a sacrifice^o to Bin- 

** “ Those religious works whick require bodily suffering arc denominated Tupusyas. Among other acts which 
fall under this description are severe abstinence, repeating the name of an idol, and sitting in particular postures 
for a long time, a person surrounding himself with five fires, and the severities practised by ascetics. The works 
of severity towards the body arc done as penances for sin, and as works of extraordinary merit, producing large re- 
wards in a future state,” — Ward, 

The following account of the penance of the five fires is taken from Fryer’s travels, At Surat, Isaw a Fakir 
who was enjoined to endure for 40 days the purgatory of the five fires. He was seated on the lower part of a four 
square stage or altar, with three ascents two feet high and as many square. "While he was in a rousing posture, 
other Fakirsbeat gongs, and performed on their rough musical instruments until he fell to his praycrs,which he conti- 
nued until the sun became warm. The ceremony commenced at sunrise. Be then ascended to the upper or last 
square, at each comer of which was kindled a fire, in the small space between which be sat, crowned with a great 
collar of wooden beads which he removed from his neck to bis head. Then coming in the midst of the flames as 
it were to worship, with his head encircled between bis arms, and his face opposite the blazing eastern sun, which 
is considered as a fifth fire, he poised himself on his head, and continued in that posture from 9 till 12 o’clock. 
After this be sat himself down cross-legged, and remained without eating or drinking all the rest of the day, the 
fires being still nourished, and he perspiring until he was absolutely bathed in his own exudation. 

^Punchum is about to offer up bis life to Bhowanec, in ber capacity of K&lce, the sable goddess of India, 
who is appeased and conciliated by the sacrifice of human victims. These offerings were much practised by the 
ancient Indians in the Narame^a sacrifice ; a practice forbidden the modem Brambuns, though sometimes prac- 
tised at the present day by tbe sanguinary military tribes. No precepts can be conceived more «pres5 than those 
contained in the Rudhiradhyaya or sanguinary chapter, translated by Mr. Blaquiere from the Kaleeka Pooran, in 
the Asiatic Researches, vol. v. 

By a human sacrifice, attended trith the forms here laid down, Dcbee, the goddws Kalcc, is pleased 1000 
years. By human flesh Kamokhya (she who is called desire), Chundeeka (the terrific), and Bhoiruvee (the 


clheeabasnee Bbowauee No sooner bad be delerrained on tbis act of devotion, than seiz- 
ing Ins sword, be was in the act of slaying Iiimself, and bad already inflicted a wound 
when, on a sudden, Bhowanee appeared id all the glory of a goddess, attended by sur- 
rounding Deotas, exultingly exclaiming Jne ' Juc*^ ' 

The perseverance, piety, and devotion of Punclium, had won her affection and induc- 
ed her to prevent the sacrifice of his life a drop of blood, hott ever, had fallen from the 
wound which he had inflicted on hnnself, and she immediately convej ed to it, a portion of 
the Imreeta-^, or water of immortality, which w inherent in every Deota The blood ac- 
cordingly became animated, and assumed the form of a child, the exact resemblance of 
Punchum On beholding the infant, she yearned with maternal affection, and put it to 
her breast, which supplied a copious flow of nounshment Then, blessing Punchum and 
the babe, she, with prophetic spirit, revealed, that the sword should always aid him in war, 
and be the prop of his posterity, to which the sovereignty should be continued from one 
generation to another; that his descendants should possess plenitude of wealth and power, 
be the supporters of the Ghuttree faith, and never experience from kindred or foe, trouble 
or distress , and that whoever in future times, should in rebellion rise against them, should 
be exposed to the arm of divine wrath 

* Thou, 0 favoured mortal !' she added, * shalt repossess thy dominions, increase them 
to the full extent of thy wishes and conquer all against whom thou wagest war' Then 
placing her hand on bis head, she said, in commemoration of the drop^ of blood, * Thy 
descendants shall be called Boondelas ' Repeating her assurances of favour, support 
and protection, and success in all his undertakings, slie gave him permission to depart 
He accordingly entered the busy throng of life, levied an army, waged wars, defeated his 
brothers, resumed his dominions, and ruled them with justice, tempering his edicts with 
clemency and moderation, diQ'usmg happiness and contentment throughout the land. 


ternbt?}, aamesof Kslee, are pleued « thouiaod yetn Ad obUiion of Mood which baa been rendered pore bf 
Loir texts, is eqail to inbroeia The heed asd Ae«h alw> afford moch delight to the goddess Chondeeki Let 
the performer ol the tacnfice be cautions never to offer bad flesh, as the bead and blood are looked npon by them- 
selves equal to ambrosia Ibe perTormance oftbe aacnfice witb a€liandrabasa orltatree Itwo weapons eft^ae axe 
kiod) 1 $ reckoned the best mode, and with a hatebet or kD]fe,orsaw,oraSao;eu1 the second best, and the behead 
mg with a hoe, or Bballnk (an inslmment of tbe spade kind), the lofenor mode Let not tbe learned nse the axe 
before they have invoked it by tbe holy texts I<et the lacrificcr aay, * Hraa^ 1 Hring 1 Kalee ’ Kalee ’ O homd 
toothed goddeasi eat’ cut' destroy all the maU(riiaiit' cut with this axet hud' bud’ seise’ seise' dnak 
blood ' spheng ’ spbeu; ' aeenre 1 secure 1 salutations to Kalee ' 

S' ‘ Joe’ Joe ! is ao exclamation of great joy and delight, literally signifying, * Be nctorlous' be rictonoos I 
*• The Imreeta, or water of immortality, is la tbe possess on of the gods, and Is supposed to exist in the linght 
parts of tbe moon 

It was produced by the charning of the sea with tbe mouniaia of Mandar, aUudug to the Koomma Avular, or 
incarnation of Visbnoo in the form of a tortoise, to snstaui the earth convulsed by the assaults of Demons, d irug 
the dcloge Vide Bcite 86 

s>The term BoondeU is derived from ilsead, a drop, end ws/o, n person, the latter word heug, in composition, 
occasionally softened down to eAs, as in rnsela, Lvjeb, Sbitrmela, Booodela. 



CHAP. II. 


Recnrdhig^ the Virtues, Fame, and Praise of Raja Punchimand his De- 
scendants. 

— — — 

Under tlie auspices, protection, and blessing of Bbovranee, Raja Punchnm became 
so celebrated for his virtues, and beloved by bis subjects, that the genera! voice spoke bis 
praise and commendation ; be was of the Ghurwar tribe of Rajpoots, and entitled Pun- 
cbuniJushee^i Rasheesbor 25. The latter appellation, the title ofNirp^G, and the go- 
vernment of Oudhpooree, be conferred on his son Beer Singh, , who conquered the eastern 
provinces, widely extended bis dominions, and carried the glory of bis arms to the north, 
to the south, and to the west; in the latter directioh he invaded the dominions of the Uf- 
ghan Suttar Khan, who levied an army commanded by seventy-two chiefs, and marched 
to oppose him. 

the two armies approached, Suttar Khan employed himself in marshalling his 
forces, disposing of his baggage, and giving directions to his chiefs. While he was thus en- 
gaged, Raja Beer Singh, deeming it a favourable crisis for striking a decisive blow, com- 
menced a furious attack. The flames of war blazed ; slaughter spread. The thunder of 
cannon, roar of small arms, and tlie noise of rockets, combined with shouts, clamor, smoke, 
and carnage, rendered tiie field dreadful as the day of judgment. 

Showers of arrows fell, and lodged in the butt of enemies’ breasts. The courage, vi- 
gor, and perseverance of the Raja’s troops, aided by his personal example and powerful 
arm, compelled the foe to recede. From dawn of day till evening closed, the battle, with- 
out intermission, raged. Numerous noble-minded chiefs, and valiant warriors, disregard- 
ing mortal wounds, resolute and firm, remained on the field. 

Crowds fell on crowds, in that sea of commotion. The charge of the victorious 
standard swept away the lives, and laid the head of many a brave warrior on the garment 
of death. The seventy-two chiefs of Suttar Khan were slain, his army was destroyed or 
dispersed, and the plain covered with killed and wounded. 

After this sanguinary and signal victory. Raja Beer Singh turnedhis arms against the 
fort of Kalinjur, of which he obtained possession. He then posted his troops at Kalpec, 


The cclehrated Punchnm. 

“ Lord of Kashec or Buoaras. 

^ Nirp is aa appellation of subordinate Rajas, algnlfyi^S 'be protector of mankind. 

D 



and retired to Molionec, which he made the eeat of his government His valor, intrepidi- 
ty and warlike ejploits conferred on him the appellation of Lohadhar, or tlie iron edge 
He was succeeded by his son Kuerun a pnoce distintui^hed for his virtues, and from 
whose success in war, he was surnaniedBulwunt,or the powerful He had a son mined Ur- 
joon Paul, father of Sihin Paul, who by skilful and judicious measures, reduced K.oot,bara 
Garb, and reigned long la Jeytra He was succeeded by his son Sahaj Indur, father of 
Noomk Deb, whose son. Prithee Raj, became as famous in the world as Raja Pnthoo, 
who regulated the distnbution of land, established the nles of Jugh ^ and Horn and the 
customs of every tribe Raja Prithee Raj had a flon named Ramchund , famous as Raja 
Junnuk, the father of Seeta, the wife ofRamebunder, celebrated as Raja Jujjat, of whose 
race Krishna was an Uvutnr, and renowned as Raja Preeumbud Raja Ramchund had 
a son named Medinee Mol, famous for Ins wars and heroic achievements His son, 
Uijoon Deb, was father of Milkuhan, whose son, Roodru Purtab, founded the city of 
Oorch,ha In establishing its population he was constantly exposed to the hostility of 
the neighbouring chiefs , but at length succeeded in effecting the destruction of their power 
and the extermination of their race He had twelve sons, whose names and characters 
ere thus recorded RLarutee Chund, Mudhoo Kurshab, Oordeea Jeet, famous for their 
deeds in the world Keerut Shah, whose muni&cence was widely ditfused for the bene- 
fit ofmaukind Rhooput Shah was no less celebrated for his virtues UmunDaswas 
renowned for the great deeds he had done Cbundur Das, Doorga Das, Gbunseeam Das, 
Prag Das> Bhyrooa Das and Kbandee Rae were famous for wisdom/ learning/ generosity, 
end success in war 

Raja Roodru Purtab entrusted the government of Oorch,ha to bis eldest son Bba- 
rulee Cliund, while he himself marched to attack (he Fort of Koiharpoor Having one 
day crossed the river four kos from that town, in order to enjoy the pleasures of the chase 
in the adjacent forest/ he beard a noise, apparently made by a row in dtstres«, and said to 
his attendants, that must be the bellowing of a cow just seized by a tiger let us there- 
fore endeavour to release her The Raja, strictly adhering to the principles of the Chut- 
tree faith, went in the direction whence (be sound proceeded, and observing traces of a 
cow on the ground, gradually followed them until lie tame suddenly on the tiger in the act 
of devouring her Exasperated at the sight, be reviled the ferocious tyrant of the forest, 
and drawing Lis sabre, attacked him with undaunted firmness, inflicting on him several 
desperate wounds A severe conflict ensued The tiger charged, dreadfully tore and 
lacerated the Raja, and at length, they killed each other Tie Raja, for the eaCetf and 
protection of the cow, in conformity With the tenets of his faith, sacrificed his life, and 
went to heaven On his arrival there, he was haded by hosts of celestial beings, who 


" Jugh signifies burnt offerings enjoined by the Sbtslni The manes ot deceased ancestors for i x geae 
rations must be repeated In the morning before Ibe eacrifice, which consists of fruits, fiowers, gaitands, loo usee, 
bhooshu grass, seeds of sesamum, curds, twigs of sacred treea, &c— Hard 

** Horn, or burnt sacrifices the things offered are clarified butter, sessmnm, flowers boiled r ce, j^^*^***^*.^.^* 
milk sweetened with honey, and learcs of sacred plants | eUnfied butter alone is snfficient The go c rr, g 
nee, was once surfeited with clarified butterj and (9 rcBwe W®/ Uijooou burat a wbole forest eonlainmg me 
plants —Ward 



paid Tiim obeisance, expressed great praise and admiration at his deeds, and seated him 1 1 
on their throne. 


Bharutee Chund, under the auspices of his father’s spirit, sat on the throne of Oor- 
chjha three and twenty years ; and was so elated by his victories, that he disdained to 
bow his head to any one, except his hlaker. He had issue a sonaud a daughter. The 
goverament, however, at his death, was established in the name of Mudhookur Shah, to 
whom Oordeea Jeet and bis other brothers remained in subjection, aided him by their 
counsel, commanded his forces, led them to a succession of victories, and established the 
fame of his name and the glory of his reign. In deeds of charity, he was unequalled. 
Against him no Raja dared to lift the head of arrogance and pride ; and the neigh- 
bouring chiefs were compelled to attend bis court, and submit to his will. He reigned 
in prosperity, dispensing justice thirty-eight years ; and was so famous, that it became 
proverbial to say, such a one is like Mudhookur Shah. 

O ordeea Jeet, who founded the city of Muhoba, was active, valiant, andpowerful : coura- 
geous chiefs and high minded warriors, bred to arms and distinguished in battle, were before 
him likechaffand straw; for no one coald'withstand the ugar of his attack, and the force of 
his arm. His prowess was equalled only by his munificence, in which every poor man parti- 
cipated. He had a son named Premchund, endowed with such courage, fortitude and great- 
ness of mind, that when suffering under numerous wonnds, he was never known to groan 
or sigh ; but when the sound of kettle-drums, trumpets, cymbals, and other martial music 
smote his ear, his blood would boil for war. The battles in which he fought were nume- 
rous, sanguinary and successful. Warriors of noble mind, bred to arms and distinguish- 
ed for deeds of valor, felt pain and dismay, at the rigor, skill and ferocity displayed by 
him in the day of battle. It was common to say, ' better is it to fight an enraged tiger, and 
at once resign life, than to be opposed to this mighty chief.’ Numerous were the Sy- 
yids and Ufghans whom be slew in battle, and lasting is the fame he obtained. He had 
three sons ; Koonur Syn. who built the to wo of Simruha, and was famed for valor and be- 
nevolence; Maun Sab, who dwelt at Sliahpoor, and whose fame in war instilled panic 
among his enemies, the most celebrated of whom he would slay with a single stroke of 
his sword ; Bhugwunt Rae, who established the seat of his government at Muhoba, was 
celebrated for his virtues, and feared by his enemies. He had a son named Kool Nun- 
dun, unequalled in piety, religious fervor, and good deeds. Kool Nundun had four sons; 
Khurg Rae, Chund, Soobhan Rae, and Cliumput Rae, whose power, valor, and virtues 
were equalled only by those of Vislinoo himself ! The glory, renown and great dec ds of 
Chumput Rae, transcend description. Guuesh himself would take many years to narrate 
his innumerable and inestimable quafifications. How then can adequate encomium and 
fluency of description be expected from such a gnat as 1 am ! 

Raja Cbnmpul Rae evinced his pride, power, and itidependent spirit by refusing to pay 
' the usual tribute to the Emperor Shah Julian^, who accordingly marched from the Im- 


^ Shah Juhan succeeded his father Juhangeer in the year of the Hijree 1037, or A. D. 1627, and died A, H. 
1076, corresponding with A. D. 1665. 



penal city of Dihlee, invaded Boondelk,huod, and surrounded Raja Chumput in Ins capi- 
tal, with an army, numerous as ants, or a flight of locusts ^ , impetuous as ram, and over- 
whelming as the billows of the ocean! 

When the Impenal army arrived. Raja Chumput was sleeping in a balcony of bis pa- 
lace, being fanned by heart allunng damsels, beautiful ns the moon 1 The Emperor’s forces 
surrounded the fort of Oorch,ha, and dismayed, terrified, and dispersed the people of the 
city. The Raja, however, remained cool aud undaunted with his troops, strengthening 
the fortifications 

The Mirzas Ufghans and nobles of the Imperial army made several unsuccessful 
attempts to baiter the walls and on one occasion, the Raja, ordering ajudicious sallj, 
succeeded in taking prisoneis several Soobahs and officers of rank, while many others, 
from their wounds, appeared like a forest of Dak*- trees in full blosaoni In short, the 
wisdom, foresight, and precaution of the Raja, baffled all the measures of the Emperor, 
and obliged his majesty, vainly styling himself the shadow of God, to abandon the siege, 
and withdraw his army, while Raja Chumput remained jii the full possession of his domi- 
nions, residing in the fort of Oorch,Iia. 


** Vide S(1 chapter of Joel 
The descendaota of the Prophet, or Syyidj 

The tribe lo called, Puthaos, toppoaed by Sir W Jones to be the desceadssla of Jews, to whom in their 
persons and reinnertbey greatlf assimilate, end who, after the dcsltuetioD of Jenisslem, migrated to,andiettled!a, 
Ufghaidstan end other eastern prorioees 

>iThe blossom of the Dah treeie of ebrightscarlet, corering the branches, and b here compared to the bleed 
tag wounds of tbeccemf This tree is likewise termed Pras eadPulas Ita botanical name is Uatoaa Fraodoss 
and Buto«ftIatifolia It produces the Gum Kino The fruit is reckoned a good vermifuge Its branches are mich 
used for cleaning teeth, of which it la a great preecrrer Ropes are made of the fibres of its roots 



CHAP. III. 


Respecting the FamUi/ of Raja Chuniput Rac, a7id the Birth ofChuttur 

Sa7il. 


Raja Chumput Rae had five sons, whom he tenderly loved. The first was Sarbahun, 
the second IJngad Rae, the third Rutun Shah, the fourth Chnttur Satil, and the fifth Go- 
paul. They were all celebrated for virtne, valour, and mental endowments. 

Every important and arduous enterprize was confided to their execution, which they 
always accomplished with ability and success. Repeatedly they fought and defeated the 
imperial army, obtained glorious rictories, and wrested districts in the Duklmn from the 
haughty chiefs who ruled them. Distinguished for zeal in religion, ability in business, 
and estimable qualities, they were beloved by their followers, and feared by their 
enemies. 

Ruttun Shah was particularly successful in compelling the enemy to take refuge in 
the hills, in securing the passes, intercepting their supplies, and efiecting their destruction. 
He likewise obtained possession of impregnable hill forts, collected the revenue, and esta- 
blished the authority of the Raja in the country he conquered. In conjunction with Un- 
gud Rae, he fought a sanguinary battle near Muhoba, and defeated the enemy, whose ar- 
my suffered greatly, and was dispersed. Celebrated as they were for talents, brilliant vic- 
tories, and every virtue, yet they were inferior to Chuttur Saul, who excelled in every art 
and science, and was accordingly respected by his brothers for his superior wisdom and 
intellectual endowments. 

Raja Gopaul had a ^'irtuous disposition, feared God, and protected the poor. His 
distinguished valor, daring ferocity, and surprizing exertions in the hour of battle, made 
even the heart of fate tremble. 

Thus a short account of the fame, valor, and virtues of the four brothers has been 
given. But Chuttur Saul was far more eminently distinguished. The history of his life 
is peculiarly interesting ; but the talents and co-operati\ e zeal of his brothers, contributed 
greatly to the establishment of his glory and renown. As rivers flow, fertilize the soil, 
and confer blessings on mankind, yet uniting with the Ganges, lose their respective 
fame and appellations in assuming the superior name and virtues of that sacred flood; so 
the brothers of Chuttur Saul were less celebrated for their own deeds, however brilliant, 
than for contributing to, and deriring their reputation from, his superior gloiy; in the 



same manner, the Ganges « flowing through heaven, divides into three atrcamsW* the 
Blundakunee, or Sworg Gunga, which flows through heaven, the Gunga on earth , and the 
Bhugnvutee under the earth , all of which, however, are known by the common appellation 
of Gunga* so were the brothers of Ghuttur Saul identified with him. conducne to, and 
participating in, the fame he acquired His virtues were so many, that it would be endless 
to ennmerate them His deeds, like Sooruj Deb, enlightened the darkness of Ins father’s 
house He was preceptor: mankind were bts pupils. As the Sun in the house of his 


” When Ganga fell from heaven. Shirt, tttendloK on mount Himsrtt.caaghl her In his bunch of matted hair 
and detained her there for sometime, and at length snffered her to full on the mountains, and thence she flowed on 
earth —Ward 

The matted hair is allnsire to the stnpendoos ktdes banging from the Onngotree, the mountain whence the 
Gunga flows The mountain, which is 26,000 feetaboee the level of the sea. Is by the Hindoos supposed tob« 
Mahadeo, and tbe leielea Ins matted bair 

** Tbe goddess Gnnga is represented as a white woman weanng a erown, sitting on the sea monster Mukuiu 
and haring in her right hand a water lily, and tn her left the lute She is called the daughter of moont liifflarat' 
though some of the Pooranas declare she was prodoced from Uie sweat of Vishnoo a foot — Ward 

This u allosire to the Hindoo trinity mod it uworthy of remark, that in every religion of which wehava 
any knowledge, the Deity II either adored ssTnune, oratnktng allosions are made to that doctr'nc , alTordlsg, 
however unperfeetly understood, the strongest presnmption of a divine origin , for 
** What Is eternal never can decay 
Tls stiU In bloom, though ages roU away ' 

To Illustrate my poiitioo, I am led to observe, that from time immemorial tbe Hindoos have vorsbipped 
Brumha, the creator, Vishnoo, the preserver, and Shire, the destroyer, as emblems of the only God, whose asme 
u Bnmh, typified by the Llogam, ts tbe source of all life ** Three faces ere often foond eogreved upon it , oee 
depicting the care of the Creitor, another tbe hemgfu^ of the Preserver, aad the third the Mvenlyof the 
Destroyer The Lugam Is likewue composed of three parts, the pedestal, the small cop on the pedestal, and 
the small pillar lathe cup The pedestal represents Bnoiha, tbe enp Vishnoo, and tbe pillar Shira** TinittaUtn 
ef Hindoo* TUs worship of the Lingam, the Pbalhu of the Greeks, and tbe Pmpua of the Romans, appean 
to have been the pnmxval msnuer of adoring the supreme Being among Pagans of every age and country, and the 
learned Maurice states, that the steeples and spires whidi decorate our religious edifices seem to have originated 
in the same superstition. ' 

In tbe Bible it is mentioned, that Maacah put up n pillar In n grove, poured oil on the top of it, and called it 
hltn'S Bethel, or the house of God __ 

The Hebrews hare also many symbolical allusiODS to tbe Trinity, some of which are j andlt 

la very remarkable that W tbe firat letter of the word ntv or Almighty, one of tie approprute and nncommnaleable 
names of God, was worn by the high pnests on their pbylactenea, or covenng on their breasts* —Indian dnUjaiiiet 
The Moohummudans, through professing atotal disbel efof the Trinity, have notwlthsUndmg evident allusions to 
It— lit in the mysbeal letters |* J1 which are prefixed to certain ebaptera in theOooran,rigBifyiBgUllsb, Jibrteel, 
andMoohnmmnd— God, Gsbnel, and Moohummud j and 2d, tbe three domes of MoohummudanmoKpes seem to 
indicate this ancient doctrine 

Tbe Reverend Mr Valpy, In tn address to hla pinsbiouere, page 10, states, that " tbe Son la produced eternally 
from the rather, as the light Is from the sun , and If the Son exlsU as naturally with the Father, as tbe light with 
the enn, the Holy Ghost may he ropresented by the ktat, which nilurally exista in that great source of life, and par* 
takes of the same natnre ” page 13 Thus being, u « shortly expressed by the words tnnlly in no ty, or Ulnitranve 
of the Father, being u the lun } the Son as the light , and the Holy Ghost as the beat; and yet they are not three, 
bnt proceeding from one soiu 

• The phjlictery f vXacrqplOl' (a preservabTi) were liHle boxes or tolls of parchment, in which were written eertun 
wordsoflheltw these were worn on the fomhetd and wrut of the left arm— (Robinson’s Theologioel Dicbontiy ) This 
is singulirly Uloitrsted in India, where almost eveiy native weais either a written chann or a mark upon bts forehesd. 
Tbe Jews founded this euitem upon the fWlowing words (Kxod *lii 9 ) *■ And it ibill be for a sign unto thee open thise 
bsml. and for a memornl between thine ryes (Ebul Ifl.) »• It shaD be for atoken upon thine hand, and froatleti betweea 
thine eyes." 



father Kushynpu ; as Ram Chunder, or the moon, in the honse of his father Dnshnrntu; 
so was Chuttur Saul an incarnation of Vishnoo in the house of Chumpnt Rae. 

When the Rajas of Boondelkhund threw off their allegiance to the Emperor Shah 
Juhan, an Ufghan named Baqee Khan was sent with a powerful army to lay waste that 
province, to seize Raja Chumput, and bring him to the imperial court. Baqee Khan 
accordingly led his forces against the Raja’s capital. On his approach, skirmishing 
ensued, which ended in a pitched battle. While the kettle drums, trumpets, and other 
warlike instruments were sounding, a war elephant belonging to Raja Chumput, hearing 
those martial strains, began to dance through the ranks of the enemy, killing numbers of 
his men, and scattering their carcases around. 

The Raja, taking advantage of the confusion, concentrated his forces, and obtained 
the victory. Koonur ^ Sarbalmn, the eldest son of Chumput Rae, although only fourteen 
years of age, and youth and beauty bad just begun to bloom, displayed great ardor, activity, 
and valor. Soon after the battle, he went to Kheltahar, to enjoy the diversion of sporting} 
and having laid aside his arms, was bathing in the water of a reservoir with youths of his own 
age, when suddenly looking round, be observed the army of Baqee Khan encamping at the 
village of Ouchukan : for that chief, on receiving intimation of the departure of Sarbahnn, 
marched immediately, and traversing the bye-roads and passes through the bills, arrived 
in the vicinity of the young Raja’s camp, and advanced to seize him. Sarbahnn, observing 
their approach, quitted the water, put on his arms, and prepared to defend himself. As 
the Syyids and tJfgbans, tall in stature, like moving palm trees, advanced, the companions 
of Sarbalmn, alarmed and terrified, ran ofi". But he, professing the Chuttree faith, dis- 
dained to flee before a foe, and enraged at the interruption of his sport, discharged arrows 
withontintermission, and spread destruction among bis enemies. Surprised at their recep- 
tion, they paused, and opened a general discharge of balls and arrows, which fell like rain 
about the Koonur, who, firm and undaunted, would not recede. The troops, observing 
his intrepidity, and annoyed at the loss they had sustained, rushed forward to seize 
him. Bold and unmoved, he redoubled his efforts, and continued to discharge arrows with 
such vigor and dexterity, that numbers were killed, wounded, driven back, and dismay- 
ed. Sarbahnn, availing himself of the opportunity, retired to abetter position on the hill, 
and awaited a renewal of the attack. The troops rallied, advanced, and numbers fell — even 
his enemies hailed him with shouts of admiration and applause. Though surrounded 
and overpowered, he continued fighting bravely, and slaying his opponents; receiving 
many strokes of a sabre on his neck, none of which took effect At length, however, 
according to the decree of fate, Muhadeo came, took off his head, and from excess of 


« Koonur (the n nasal) is the appellation of the son of a Raja. 

Shiva or Muhadeo. This god is represented in varions ways. In the form of meditation used daily hy the 
Bramhuns, he is descrihcd as a silver coloured man, with fire faces; an additional eye* and a half moon grace 

• One of the names of Shivu is Trilochnna. vis. the three-eyed. One of the names of Jopiter w« Triocnlns, (Trioph- 
thslmos,) given him hy the Greeks, hecanse he had three eyes. An imsga of tHs land was sefup in Troy, which, heside 
the nsn j two eyes, had a third in the forehead. 



joyal Ins heroism, danced on the spot When Sarbahunwas dead, the Dcotas descended 
from heaven, placed the Jj mala, or chaplet of victory, round bis neck, scattered flowers 
on bis body, lit lamps, and made oQenngs to his manes 

When Raja Chumpnt received mlelhgence that his son was dead, he was mnch af- 
flicted, and the mourning of Ins mother was very great One day, after having been 
extremely dejected and sorrowful, sbe fell asleep and Sarbabun appeared to her in a 
dream, saying, * 0 ! Mother * grieve not for me, I shall again be conceived iii thy womb, 
and become an U\ utar, or incarnation of the Deity When regenerate, I will restore to 
you peace and tranquillity, and inflict on the Moosulmans signal retaliation ’ His noble 
minded mother, becoming exceeding joyful, awoke On relating her dream, all who heard 
it marvelled She accordingly became pregnant, and gave birth to a son, who was named 
Chutlur Saul, by whom the wishes of her heart and sonl were gratified, since he was an 
incarnation of the Deity. 


eftcti forfhexd* , be hu foar arm* , in one hand he hold* a {innishoo , In the lecond a deer , mth the third he u 
beatomnd s hlessios, and with the fourth befo bids fear I ea ta on a lotoef, and weanaifger (Vm garment 
At other tunes Shivuii represented miU onehead, thrceejetiand twoanns,ndiogOD abnll, eorered irith 
ashes, asked, hu eyes Inflamed with tatosicsttoghcTbs, hating In one hand ahoro, andla the other a dnini 

Another Image of Sb ru Is the T ingn, a smooth black atone almost in the form of a lagtr loaf, with a projee 
tiOD at the base like the mouib of a spoon 

Mannee ohsen ca, respeediig risechtis, whose same has been conferred on aeTereignsemiornt for dispens ng«i<e 
laws, and perform og benefleent and brilliant acts, and whom til the classical wnten of aotiquitr bars, with od« 
consent, joined in asserting lo hare been the drat cooipieTor, and not merely tbe conqueror, hot the reformer and 
legislator of India — 

In tmth, deeply at tbe luitory of this personage is inrolredln the ftblesof ffytbology,Tanoiuas ere the 
charsc'^rs which Bacchus Is isld lobsre sostsined, and multifold as ere the tllegonral forms under which belsre- 
presented , yet it Is highly probsbte, that tomr tllnstnoot cbtractcr, (whether Egyptian or lodun , whether we 
denominate him Osins, Sesostns, or Rama , whether we dense the word itself, with Jones, from Bsgis a Sunsent 
t tie of Secra, the generatire god of India, whence Bhagsrat ( or, with Bvchsrt, from Birebns ) eminently endowed 
with the important qualifications ascribed to Bacchus in the earliest ages, actually did exist, not only a great hero 
in war, hot a powerful patron and zealoaspromoter.m peace, of tbe liberal and useful arts He seems to hare been 
known and adored, nnder one or other ofhu nmneroua titles, to erery region of the earth, some of wbose titles are 
•dumersted in the subseqaent ancient epigram 
^ tne Bacchnm Tocat, 

Osyrln ^gyptns putat, 

Myai rhanacem nomioant, 

Dionyson Indi cjistimant, 

Romana Sacra Liberum, 

Arabiea gens Adoneum, 

Lucaniacus,rartheum t/owWre 


* Aithe chanung of the B(S Sbm obtained the Bwooforbisabire aadflxedil with all i(t glory is blaforebead. 
t It appears that this {tint was formerly venerated by the Egyptiass it mocb as it is now by (bellisdoei The Sacred 
images of Iba Tartars, Japanese and other nations are also frequently represented at plieed upon it —Vide note 3S 


CHAP. IV. 


Concerning the Infancy ofChnttur Saul 


When Sarbabun became incarnate in tbe person of Chuttor Saul, at the time wben 
infants usually cry, be roared so loud, that tbe attendants were deafened with the sound. 
His hair was soft and curly : bis face extremely handsome, and cheerful as tbe moour 
His eyes surpassed description ; but an idea of them may be conveyed from two enamour- 
ed humble bees 37 playing on the flower of a full blown lotus 3S. On his high forehead, tbe 
rays of genius shone resplendent ; bis arms were long and graceful, his nails of Vermil- 
lion 39 hue. The rejoicings at his birth delighted the ears of poor and rich : the heart- 
sooibing sound of kettle drums and trumpets, conveyed peace and tranquillity to the soul, 
diffusing universal joy. Every person returned thanks and praise to God ; tbe usual rites 
were performed : the gods, the spirits of deceased ancestors, and mankind, rejoiced, 
danced, and sung. The munificence of Raja Chumput was unbounded. Luksbmee 
presided in the dwellings of the poor. Chuttur Saul, Uke tbe moon, rose in the world to 
run bis course with radiant splendor, and to appear with greater brightness, from bis glo- 


The hntnhle bee is considered tlie harbinger of glad tidings. 

^ There are said to he three species of the lotos : one hearing a white blossom, another of a pint raddy color, 
and the third bine. The first is said to be common in Nepaul ; the second peculiar to Hindoostan ; and the third 
perhaps allndcs to the lily of the Nile, or blue lily ; the word AWl signityingblne, as well as the name of the rirer; 
and hence the Neeloofor, or water lily of the Arabs and Persians. Tbe calbc of the loins blows lihe that of a 

large tnlip, diffusing a sweetness Uke the smell of the lily. Among its broad leares it puts forth a flower, in the 
centre of which is formed the seed-vessel, shaped like-a bell or inverted cone, and at the top with little cavities or 
cells, in which the 'seeds grow. The orifices of these cells being too small to let the seeds drop out when ripe, they 
shoot fonh into new plants, in the places where they were formed, the bulb of the vessel sening as a matrice to 
nonrish them, until they ncfitiire such a degree of magnitnde as to burst it open, end release themselves : after 
which, like other aquatic weeds, they take root whereever the enrrent deposits them. This plant, therefore, being 
thus productive of itself, and vegetating from its own matrice, withont being fostered in the earth, was naturally 
adopted as the symbol of the prodnclire power of waters, npon which the active Spirit of the Creator operated in 
giving life and vegetation to matter. It is most elegantly depicted in the Heetopades, as the cooling Bower, which 
is oppressed by- the appearance of day, and afraid of the stars, and spreading its blossoms only at night, il/ntfrice. 
See note 111. 

** .hiluding to the practice of dying the fingers and toes with mcnHicc. 
hiiJcshntce is the goddess of prosperity ; she is painted yellow, and sits npon a water-lily, holding in her right 
hand the pnshii (a rope), and in the left a necklace. She is also named Fadmiiinyn, she who sits on the water-lily. 
Pndraa, she who holds in her hand the water lily. Shree, she in whom a)! take refuge. Hnrce Priyn, the wife of 
Huree (Vhhnoo) , who is said to have obtained this goddess at tbe ebamiog of the sco* The reader will remember 
Bometh'ing similar to this, in the account of Venus, who is said to have sprung from the froth of the sea. — Ifferrii 

E 



ry being by a transitory cload obscured. " Si* days after his birth, his nativity was 
celebrated with great joy and festivity His father gave much in chanty to the Bram- 
huns, to whom also every person contributed on the joyous occasion 

The princely deportment and dignity which Chuttur Saul evinced even from the 
earliest age, were the cause of his receiving that name When he could move about, 
bells were fastened on his well formed limbs , the sound of them transcending the melody 
of the Huns^^, a bird which feeds only on pearls As soon as he could stand, a sword 
was placed in his hand, and the event celebrated by tbe poets, the pious and tbeleamed, who 
predicted his future fame He grew so rapidly, that the changes in his appearance re* 
sembled the phases of the moon He would nse at on early hour, sit down cheerful and 
pleased , and when hiS father's courtiers paid him their respects, he would laugh and dis* 
play bis pearl like teeth; and, fay his playful gambols and good temper, win the hearts 
of all Sometimes be wouldpursuebis shadow, or observe the horses, elephants, and reti> 
nue, displaying even at that early age, extraordinary indications of penetration, talent, 
and s&gacity By the time lie had attavoed hts seventh year, he had made great progress 
m the different branches of science, was initiated in the principles of the faith, and devoted 
to the service of God 

The city of Bluhoba is celebrated for a temple confaiDiog images of Rugopat, or 
Ram Gbunder, Lucbmun, Seeta, and Ba! Goviod The two first were respectively re- 


<< Tl e called the Ch I alee* li tie ccklntieo of the nalrnty iix days afltr tbe birth, when tbe in/sBl 

le prcieoted to lU reUtloni <*1(1 great rejole oga. Anns are pat near the child, aad vonhipped, In order that he 
taa; nerer be afraid of, or hurt b/ lien 

<*Tlu word b proper!/ Kihnir, wMeh Ij eleosed IotbeBb*lb* d alecl. Ink Cb.hntar, rig:Bifyingtliefaillof 
tie Ksh trees, or Cl atircrs, the cute of Rajpoots ao called , and Saul b the well knowo Umber tree, distlogoisled 
byr itslelghtabore lie other trees of tbe forest, as Cb, hater &al was abore Uierest ofmaaktnd bp brilliant acl ere 
jaents Cbaltur Saul, therefare, tigo Su the tree of the faith It ma/ be proper to obserre, that trees are held 
aacred, and eaaslderrd i/mbolical of the Deity, oo accooot of the food, shelter, and proteetion they afford to nta 
■ad tDiinils The B irr, Voto, Bsoyaa tree, or Fieoa Indicns. la coosidered psrtieolarly laered, from Its aembtaaee 
to tie Deity, In produriog Itself, the bouglathooUog down their roots, 1 ecooiloff the items of aeparato trees, tbna 
extending tlemselres orer agreat space of ground Insteadof wnUoglhe word Kahtr or Cb,latarSaQl, I hare 
fonni U more coorroient, (durrgardiog rvp4eiijr,) to adhere to ]!!&glub orthography and proouaclaUoo,byiiDl« 
fonniy spelling It Clnttor Ssol 

** The Hons appears to he *' Bara aria la terrls, sinuUtma eygno ** 

GoTinda Uoneofthe names of Vlshnoo, algolTyfng tie raiser of the earth from the waters of theiiolm>e, 
where it was taken by tbe demon Mobasoor, and whither Vlabnoo followed him in the form of a hoar, killed him 
with bis tunks, and replaced U In Its former altnation 

Th s is an evident allusion to the deluge and iheiesderwlllrecollect the fable of Adonis beiog killed by a 
hoar, and also of the Erymaothlan boar Bal.Oelos, or Ds]ee,is8Dppoeedto be Hertnies, whouby Cicero denon I 
nated Hercules Deluf And the late Colonel ^Vtlford slated, that "Tbe Greeks, who certainly migrated from 
Egrpt, enmed with them tbe old Egyptian and ludtan Irgeada, and endearonred (not always with tnccenj to ip. 
propr ate a foreign system to tbelr new settlements. All their heroes or deml gods, named Heraeles by them, 
and llercnles by the LatUns, (If not hy the Eoliau,) were eons of Jupiter, who Is represented In lodu both by Hors 
or Seera, end by Hun or Vlshnoo ; nor can I help snspetUng that Hercules Is the same with Heracnla, commonly 
pronounced Herenl, and aigolfying tbe race of Hun or Hod ** 

* This seems to be a oeremoBj eomsponding (olhitof (he Jews who on the r^llk dsy brought the eluld to b«clr< 

enmcised the mother being unclean leren days, the cluldwu also considered so, which rendered it nnfit to be brooght Into 
ooTtuant. 




presented with a bow and arrow in their hands. Seeta’s image was emblazoned and 19 
richly clad in garments of gold ; and the decorations of Bal Govind surpassed descrip- 
tion. The figureSj in their different costumes, were seated on their respective thrones, 
and the people periodically assembled at the temple to worship. 

One evening Chumput Rae and Chuttur Saul went there to perform their devotions, 
and to make offerings to the manes of deceased ancestors. The awnings were spread, 
the cymbals clanged, and bells rung; and old and young, rich and poor, assembled for 
the purpose of worship. 

Chuttur Saul greatly admired the Ssare of Bal Govind, and fancying it had life, ask- 
ed the attendants at the temple, if it could speak ; adding, that he thought he could pre- 
vail upon it, both to talk and to dance. They replied, that it had never been knomi to 
articulate, explained tbal it was only the image of the deity in the capacity of preserver 
of the earth, when it was submerged in the wafers of the universe ; and recommended 
him to reject puerile ideas, and conform to custom, established and revered, from time 
immemorial. Disregarding their advice, however, he entered the temple ; and in order to 
observe the slightest motion of the figures, kept his eyes immoveably fixed on them, 
so that, from intensity of staring, tears rolled down his cheeks ; a circumstance noticed by 
the attendants with much surprise. 

After two days had elapsed, he observed the image of Bal Govind look at, smfle, and 
make signs to Seeta, whose figure in like manner responded ; and perceiving the symm^ 
try, grace, and elegance of Bal Govind’s form, he longed to make it dance. That image, , 
convinced that its votary was devout, pious, and stedfast in the faith, was induced to 
graUfy his wish; and, descending from its throne, commenced dancing, its head moving 
in unison with its hands and feet. The people who were assembled were astonished at 
the miracle, and remained mute with admiration and amazement 



CHAP. V. 


Respecting the Wur with the Emperor Shah Julian, and the Treacherp of 
I*uhar Siujf/i. 


When tlie Emperor Shall Julian, in anjrer and rage, like a ferocious lion, lamed his 
attention to the extinction of the rebels, and the subjugation of Boondelkliund and the 
Duk,hnD^, he entered those provinces with an arraj of sixty thousand men, levied and 


**The foUomnj ftccoiint, tnt^cn from Cow a History of liimlooslan, teems to refer to tbit period “ In tl eyetp 
of tbe Ilijrre 1017 A D 1C2'*, «n in^urrectton took ptaee in tl e tmnll proriacs of Bundelkuod The Indiso 
pnnee of that counlry, w) ose nnme vnt III Ijar Smgb, Itann^ rome to pay his retpecU at ibe coart ofA^ra, 
found lliAt an addition was made in the books of thi. imprrml treas<ir},-to the tribute which he and his asersto/f 
bad formerir paid to the houseofTimur Instetd of petitinoing for aa abatement of the impost, h fled without 
taking irare of the Emperor ' (Huh appeara to corroborate the case of Chumput Kae, of whom, boweier. Dorr 
makes noiurntioo ) 

“ When he (lltdjar Siogh} amved m his dommiont, be armed bis dependants to the numberof IS, 000 men 
He garrisoned his fortressea, and occapicd the passes which kd to bis country Tl e Emperor was esragei! at tie 
yresnoption of this petty ebieflam He ordered Moli8bi.t to enter bis cnnntry with 12,000 hone Lodi, Istely 
received into faror, wiib 12,000 more was eommaodeil to londe Boondelkbuod f oni Ifae aonth , and Abdalla mth 
7000 bone fiom the east, by the way of Allahabad fbete three armies, onder three exieneuicdand aU* ofGeer*, 
were more than necessary for the semee , hut tbe rmperor was desirous to shew an InManee of rigor at the com* 
mraremeot ofhisreign, to raise the terror of bis disj leasnre, aud to re e'tablisU traoquJIity aodgood order, by iba 
meuoi of fear The Emperor himself marched from Ahf*> on the iOtb of Drrember, on a tour of pleasure to the 
forest of Nidurhan, where he boated tigere for six days, and took the ronu of Goal or, that he might he near the 
scat of war The refractory Raja was pressed on every aide lie risist d with spirit, but was dm en from post (o 
post He, as the last retort, shot himself up In tbe fort of friso (Ireech h ) Ahlsl'a snt down before it, and harbg 
made a pnciicable breach, stormed tbe place, and pot tbe gamsion, runsisij g of 3000 men, to tbe sword TheRs* 
ja madebis escape He was mioed, but bis spintwas notbrekes Unli iheremainder nrhiiarmy he fell Inlhe 
route of Mohabet, and bis forces being cut off, he buosetf esme loto tlie hinds uf the Capiain General Mohabet 
carried bis prisoner to the Emperor, who had retoroeil to Agra Shnh Jnban vas rigid to an extreme, anil his hums* 
nitygave always place to policy lie ordered the unfortunate prl iCC I itn conGaement, iiitiinnting that a warriot 
sbouidbeusuedforhisexecaliou Mohabet, who ed uir.*d tbr > trep d ronstancy of the Rr;8,s 1 ewed as inclina* 
tlon to intercede for Ins life, but the stern looks of the Emperor uuposid silepcr upon biiu He however, the next 
day, earned his pmoner into the presence i tbertgul dirkneM of SI ah Juhaa s countenanee cnatuincd, aud the 
Captain General continued m close coorersation with Ibe Raja The Emperor aaw them, hut was silent The 
prince, and even Mohabet despaired of success They came the third day Into the presence, and stood as usual at 
a distaoce The Raja was lu fellers, and Mohabet cbaincil bis own hand to that of tl e prisoner “ Approach, 
Mohabet,” Slid Shall Julian “TheOilain Grncral will bare it so and l pardm llidjar Singh hot life 
without dignity is no present from tLe Emperor of the Moguls to a fallen prmcc 1 therefore to his go- 
remmeut restore llidjar hiogh, upon r*>">g sixtern Iskbs of rupees, aid furm-hing tbe impenat army 
with 40 elephants of war” In the year of the II jrce lOlt A D {Gt3, the lUja of Dnndclknnd again rerott* 
ed The terms imposed opoa him at the red iction of Ins couiitry h/ Mohabet were too screre, and he only remain- 
ed qmet to prepare for another effort agHinst the imprrul power Uurungaeb. the third son of the emperor, was sent 
against him, under the t iition of Nuserit, the Soobah ofMalwa Hiis »is thebrit opportunity guen to ll at young 
liott of rlolin? in blood The Raja, tiiougb much inferior in ftree, was obstinate and brnre , possessed uf many 
strong holds, be resolved to stand upon the defensive against «n eoemr, whom he could not with any asHurance of 
ricioiy/acein thefekL The war was protracted /or Imsyrnra. JuJgtr (perhaps lutendedforHijarj Slogh maw- 



expended enomous sums ofmoney, and occasioned such slruglder, havoc, and destruction 
ftatfAerj Raja was reduced to ohedience and submission, and all who had raised the 
head of pnde. arrogance, and revolt, were put down, humbled, and subdued. 

During this period of general subjugation. Boondelkhnnd, being occupied by the im- 
perial troops, was considered weak, tranquil, and of no importance. 

Churaput Rae, observing the neighbouring Rajas conquered, their authority sub- 
verted, the Moosulman power every where predominant, and his own dominions occupied 
and sui rounded by the imperial troops, felt internal reproach, and tacit shame and disho- 
nor, at remaining an inactive and passive spectator of passing events. He according- 
ly determined to adopt decisive measures for the relief of his country, to throw oS' the 
yoke of allegiance to the Moohummudans, and expel them from his dominions. ^Yith 
this \ien he coniiniinicated his design to the Boondela Sujjan Singh, saving that he 
placed his trust in God, whose waj's surpass the finite ideas and comprehension of 
man, wlio, ever watchful over his creatures, never slumbers, brings wonderful events to 
pass, and bj" whose sufierance alone the sixty thousand men have ovemm the land. Cou- 
fiding in him, let us grasp our arms, lay waste the country, consider the foe like oxen be- 


tainea cvciy post to the last : and he vie'.ded in one place only to retire trilh accnmnlatcd fortitude to another. 
Ourunjzehc, tlioush bat thirteen years of ace, displayed that martial Intrepidity vrhich conld not, by the infiaence 
cf Nuserit, he restrained. He tras present in erery danscr, and shared an eleratioa of mind in the time of action 
vhlch shewed that he was bora for tnmult and war. The last place which remained to the Raja was his capital 
city, and in this he was closely besiened. He was hemmed in on cccry side by the imperial army, and the circle 
crew narrower crety day. Resolnciaa was at last convened into despair. His bravest soldiers were cat o.'f. His 
friends had cradnaUy fallen. The helpless part of his fatnUy,his women and children, rcmaineiS He proposed terms: 
hot his fortunes were too low to obtain them. To leave them to the enemy would be dishonorable: to remain 
himself, certain death to him, but no relief to them. He set fire to the town, and escaped throurh the flames, which 
overwhelmed his family. A few horsemen were the companions of his flight, andJCnserit followed close on their 
heels for two hundred miles. The Raja at last crossed the Narbndda, and penetrated into the country of Candnans. 
The nnfortnnate prince was at length overcome with fatigue. He came into a forest, and finding a pleasant plain 
in the middle, he resolved to halt, dreaming of no danger in the centre of an impervioas wood. Both he sad his 
followers alighled, and tying their horses to trees, belooh themselves to rest. A b.arharoas race of men possessed 
the countrv round. They had not seen the Raja*s troop t but the neighing of his horses led some of them to the 
spot. Loohing from the thicket into the plain where the fogitives lay, they perceived to their astonishment a 
number of men richly dressed, sleeping on the ground, and fine horses standing near with farnitnre of silver and 
gold. The temptation was too great to be withstood by men who had never seen so much wealth before. They 
rushed upon the strangers, and stabbed them in their sleep. While they were yet dividing the spoil, Knserit came. 
The robbers were sfain, and the head of the Raja was bronght back to the army, which Nnserit had left under the 
command of Oarungzehe. In the vanlts of the R-aja's palace, were found to the value of three millions in silver 
coin, gold, and in jewels, which Ouningiebe laid at the feet of his father as the first fruits of his victories. 

“ On the 1st of October 1636, the emperor Sbah Jnhan set ont from Agra with hb usual pomp and magnifi- 
cence. Dowlntahid was the point to which he directed his march : hnt hb progress was politically slow. He 
had given orders to the Governors of the provinces to Join him with their forces os he advanced.and the dbtar.ee of 
manv of them from the intended scene of action, required rime to bring them into the field. The prince Onrungrebe 
attended hb father on this espeditioa, and was highly in favor. He proposed, with a youthful ardjr which pleased 
the 'Emperor, to take a circuit through the province of Boondela to view iU strong holds, which he himself, under the 
tuilion of Nnserit, had some rime before taken from the unfortunate dudger Singh. The Emperor had not as yet 
collected a force sufficient to ensure success to hb aims, and to gain lime, he Ibtened to the request of hb son. The 
whole year was passed in premeditated delays and bi excursions of hnnting, so that the ^^peror did not arrive in 
the Dnkhun, until the latter end of the rainy season of the year 1637 of the Christian sra.”— XJ kt. 
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fore a den of ligers, and alay ttem vrithoat hesjfalion or pity ; for, according to tlie pro- 
verb, *He who hesitates will undoubtedly fail, but the person who atrikea the first blow 
shall assuredly be successful ’ Raja Cbumput accordingly prepared for war, and issued 
orders to disregard the authority of the Cmperor, to attack lus outposts, slay his Soobah. 
dars, and nenerally to rise in arms. He accordingly selected the most able, enterprizino- 
and experienced warriors, marched, and attacked the imperial forces, destroyed, ordrove 
in their detachments, spread havoc and destruction, and rendered the country desolate 

The intelligence of this insurrection occasioned much consternation at the court of 
Dihlce, and the Emperor commanded an Umeer to hasten with a powerful force to the as- 
sistance of the Soobahdars, to re establish their authority, seize Raja Cbumput, and bring 
him a prisoner to the imperial court The different detachments were accordingly assem- 
bled, and sent to join the army, which being thus re mforced, entered Boondelkhund 
and proceeded to invest the fort of Oorcb,ha 

When the Raja ascertained that the impenal forces were advancing to hesie«-e his 
capital, anger and indignation filled his mind He ordered his troops to give no quarter, 
to allow none to retam , and grasping bis bow*, discharged arrows in rapid succession and 
with unerring aim, perforating the nrmour, and lodging their sharp points in the breasts 
of the enemy Troops advanced, a furious battle ensued, and the Emperor’s army was com- 
pelled to retire The retreat ended in the flight and total defeat of the impenal forces, 
with the loss of Dohl Shah Baz Khan, Baqee Khan, Fulh Khan, and numbers of Mog- 
huls who were slaia 

Raja Cbumput having thus restored peace and tranquillity to Oorch ha, lost no time 
in pursuing the fugitives, surrounded them with his forces, destroyed the forage and re- 
sources of the country, intercepted their supplies, and reduced them to such extreme dis- 
tress, that they knew not what to do , for it was neither prudent to remain, nor wise to 
advance In short, famine and the sword occasioned the entire destruction of the imperial 
array The news of this event spread throughout the land, filling the hearts of the neigh- 
bouring Soobahdars with fear, dread, and dismay 

The Raja next attacked and burnt Suronj, advanced on Bhelsa, which was evacuat- 
ed on his approach, invaded the district and defeated the Soobah of Oojyn then, ra 
vaging the country, proceeded to Dhamonre in Gopachul, spreading over the land rum 
and desolation. The cities, towns, and villages which he destroyed, were so numerous, that 
to avoi^ prolixity, their names have been omitted The whole country presented one con- 
tinued scene of rum, rapine, and devastation From the Chumbul to the Tonse, every 
town and village which the army passed was plundered and burnt The smoke of the 
burning towns ascended to the sky, concealed the sun, and rendered raid daj dark and 
gloomy as night I No pen can desenbe the extent of the misery, desolation, and woe , for 
every measure which the Emperor adopted to prevent the rum and spoliation of the coun- 
try was of no avail 



Raja Chumputlevied theChouth from a]I tie neigllouring TJmeerg and Soolaldars, 
■wlio hastened to transmit it to his camp, in order to avert the impending calamity. On 
receiving that tribute from every contiguous country, province, and city, he discontinued 
hostilities, and granted them peace and protection. 

When the Emperor received intelligence of the defeat and destruction of his army, of 
the death of ShahBaz Khan, of Baqee Khan, Futh Khan, and other valiant chiefs, he was 
overwhelmed with consternation. The courage, valor, and victory of Raja Chumput 
were the theme of every tongue. The success of his arms occasioned great depreciation 
in the value of Moohummudan property, and excited a commojtion which subsided only, 
when the public mind, diverted to another object, was engrossed and elated with the ex- 
tensive preparations which were made for a renewal of the war. 

An imperial Furmaun was issued, commanding the nobility and the troops near the 
court to hold themselves in readiness to march for the conquest of Boondelkhund. 5Io- 
hummud Soobab, Wulee Bahadoor Khan, Ubdoollah Khan, and other experienced 
chiefs, accordingly entered that province, and were joined near the fort of Oorch,ha by a 
considerable force under Nousheer Khan. Elated by their numbers, and confident of suc- 
cess, sounding their kettle-drums and trumpets, they drew up in order of battle, in front 
of the fort, and made arrangements for the assault. 

Raja Chumput observed them with satisfaction, expressed joy at their approach, and 
afavorable omen opportunely occurring, it was hailed as the harbinger of victory. Animat- 
ed by the hope of success, indignant at the presumption of the foe, and determined to con- 
quer or die, he adopted every measure which wisdom, foresight, and prudence could sug- 
gest. The skill and ability he displayed transcend description. He would sometimes 
suddenly appear, shout, and rush on the Moghuls: or from ambuscades discharge a show- 
er of arrows, wounding men, elephants, and horses, putting them all in.motion like the 
leaves of a tree shaken by the wind : at other times, be would lead his army to battle, de- 
feat a force moving in his rear, or simultaneously attack detached parties. The enemy 
would sometimes say. Take ransom, spare our lives, and let us depart in peace : at other 
times, he would assail them in force, and shower down arrows, bullets, and cannon balls. 

The enemy used to say. Go where we may, we are sure to meet Raja Chumput 
Dreaming they were attacked, they would start in their sleep, and taking from their ears 
the cotton of carelessness and neglect, remain vigilant and alert in expectation of a sur- 
prise. The warfare to which he exposed them was a severe and ample test cf their firm- 
ness, fortitude and valor. They were constantly annoyed, harassed, and reduced by the 
desultory attacks of the Raja, whose troops, hovering round, intercepted their supplies, and 
every measure which they adopted to obtain them, was counteracted by his superior 
celerity, foresight, and precaution. Famine soon began to extend its ravages, reduced 
them to extreme distress, and obliged them to convene an assembly of chiefs, to deli- 



berate and determine on meagures calculated to extricate Item from tbeir alarming and 
perilous situation They saidto one anoll»er,AUoor planshavefailed.ourspmts aredamped 
and depressed, famine, apprehension and dismay pre\aiUbroughout the camp and»i{{ie 
event of a contmuition of hostilities, we most sacrifice our army, our treasure, and our 
lives It 13 therefore indispensible to open a negociation, and make the best peace \ 7 e can 
The Raja has obtained a succession of Mclones, been successful in •ilUiis undertak- 
ings, IS independent, magnanimous, and higb-oimdeil, and cofisequentlj will ne\er consent 
to the establishment of military posts in his country We must therefore at once wave 
all claim to the principalitj of Oorcb.ha, solicit him to grant that government to Puhar 
Singh, and allow us to quit his territory unmolested A negociation accordingly ensued 
and Raja Chomput, not perceiving any thing unreasonable in their request, and deemin" 
it prudent and political to put an end to the war, acceded to their proposals, allowed 
them to retire from Lis dominions, and entrusted the government of Oorrh,ha to Puhar 
Singb, on whom bo likewise conferred the title of Nirp 

Rija Cliumput extended his frontiers to the utmost wish of his h-'art, and on (he 
restoration of peace and tranquillity was hailed as Uie deliverer of hi» country The fame 
and praise of Riya Chumput spread throughout the land Strains of joy resounded in the 
streets of Oorcb,ha, gladdening the dwelling ot every Boondela 

The news of these events threw the Rloosulmans into extreme dismay They said 
to each other, The empire is reconquered, our government subverted, our djmasty ended 
The former gloom, care, and dismay of the Boondehs are now turned to joy nnd gladness 
The ears of the Hindoos are delighted with songs of triumph 1 The fame ot Uaja 
Chumput IS sung throughout the land! Once Raja Inilru^®, the king of heaven, being 
angry, caused U to ram on Brij"*^ without intermission, when Sree Krishn, tliat is to say 
Kunheeyu,pitjing the distress of its population, came to their assistance, and afforded them 
protection In like manner, the birds of Boondelkhund, which vvere grasped in the talons 
of the anger of the king, were delivered bj the whistle ^ of the valor of Chumput llae 

When Puhar Singh was settled in liis government at Oorch,ha, Raja Cliumput went 
to pay him a friendly visit. Puhar Singh received him with the greatest respect, honor, 
and distinction , and taking an ewer of water attended him personally with the humility 
of a menial Rija Chumput, however, immediately extended his arms, which were deco- 


** InJnt eye*, *nd 3j ^'oRSidered « dnGoCioR Of iLe licarenj Hi* « rcpre^enlfd m a white nwn 

titling OQ BD elephent, Called Oiraruta, trith a tbnnderboU la klinghl h»o l find a bow in bie left He Is supposed 
to preside over tlic eleuientSi so that In times otdroogbt, prapers are addressed to him, as the gner of rmn Heu 
plso one of the tea guardian deities of the earth, aid u said to pre ide m the cast Ti e reign of Indru is *s'd lobe 
100 years of the gods, after which another person, from among the gods gisnts, or men, by his own menu, raiKi 
himself to the eminence The sacrifice of a horse 100 times, raises a person to tfaeranh of fndra. — IFarJ 
The Vlagfioov ot which Mut,boara (Mattra) was tbecapital 
** An allusloa tobawkiog, sndthe hawks retanimg on bearing the whistle of their keepers 


nle^vitl, pearls o( great value, and embraced bim as bis egu.l, while everj- perseu 
am ed ,n reclrng the pra.se of Kaja Chumput lla.,besl,wi„gUg|,.„e,miuu,s ou his valor 

Ltr'the dffc:„.'’sr' *“ "" “■> 
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Puliar Singh, feeling enmity towards his benefactor, determined to adopt some method 
of effecting liis destruction, and said, ‘Since Raja Chumput has heard so much of his own 
praise, he lias become proud, arrogant and haughty; if such adulation be the daily theme 
of ev ery tongue, my fame, "virtues, and good name will, never be known or celebrated in 
the world. Raja Ciiuinput therefore is my enemy, whom it is consequently necessary to 
destroy . iMy turning against him will doubtless please the Emperor, from whom 1 shall 
obtain advancement in rank and dignity, and possibly possession of aH the Raja’s domi- 
nions. Were I to attack him openly, and plunder his country, success would be doubt- 
r fui j niy honor and reputation would be tarnished, and 1 should be disgraced in the eyes of 
the world. It will therefore be expedient to effect his downfall by secret and underhand 
means, by which I shall attain the object in view, without incurring danger, or fear of 
detection.’ Thus Puhar Singh, unmindful of the benefits be had received from Raja 
Chumput, and all his goodness towards him, basely sought his death. Ail extenial, ac- 
cording to the proverb, appeared like milk, but within was deadly poison ; for Nirp Puhar 
Singh, however friendl}', pleasant, and ivell disposed in appearance, was in reality full of 
ingratitude aud perfidy. 

In honor of Raja Cliumput’s visit, Puhar Singh gave an entertainment to the neigh- 
bouring chiefs, supplied the most rare and delicious diet, sparing no expense to render 
the feast worthy of his distinguished guest. The humility, urbanity, and courtesy of 
Puhar Singh excited general satisfaction, diffusing feelings of conviviality, friendship, 
and good humor. In the course of the repast, a dish of prepared betel was placed 
before each guest. The Rajas wlio were connected with Raja Chumput were seated 
near him; and when the dish was placed before him, they noticed circumstances in- 
ducing a suspicion of treachery. A parrot and a mina also which were in the apartment 
began to scream, flutter, aud utter strange lamentations, indicating to the wise, prudent 
and discerning, that Puhar Singh had a design against the life of Raja Chumput. Raja 
B,heem, who was in the relation of brother to the Raja, convinced of the intended trea- 
chery, and contemplating the disastrous consequences likely to result from the success of 
the nefarious design, exchanged his own dish for that of Raja Clmmput. When he had 
eaten of it, he retired to his tent, and held secret converse with his friends. The poison 
he had swallowed, soon began to operate, and he resigned his soul to God. All his friends 
lamented his death j and said, ‘Alas ! Raja B,heem ! He sacrificed his life for the safety 
of his brother 


« Allusive to the cu'^tom of a hniui'teriDg poison in milk. Tlic intc Sl.iimslieer Buhaaoor caused his uncle, 
Gnnee Buhndoor, to be poisoned vith n draught of milk, in the fort of Ujee Gurh, in isn2. 

‘t' Vrohahlv Raia Bhccm was ids brother-in-law, since his name docs not appear atuon? the number of the real 
brothe rs of Chumpot Rae ; .and the word brother in India is of ver>- general application, people of the same caste, 
friends Of acquaintance, often receiving that appellation. ■ 
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Tie hte of Raja BJjeem rendered lie perfidy of Puiar Sjngi apparent to all Jn 
iqmty is not to be concealed by endeavouring to hide it from public vien , for nothing 
cnn be done unknown to God He sees the good and evil of every one, and brings the 
designs of the wicked to light 

When Puhar Smgli discovered that his attempt had failed, he sent for a gang of 
thieves, and instructed them to assassinate Raja Chumput , promising to rtivaril them am- 
ply on the completion of the deed They accordingly consented to act conformable to 
lug directions, and made arrangements for carrying them into effect, as soon as the nights 
became dark In order to enter the Raja's dwelling unobserved, they were provided 
with blackcaps and drawers, with bows and arrows of sable hue, and each man Ind a well 
tempered dagger at Ins waist Thus equipped, they proceeded by creeping on the 
ground, in order that the noise of their feet might not be heard, and advanced like an 
enraged elephant without bells Their color assmiilalmg with the hue of night, enabled 
them to elude the watchmen, and reach the Raja's dwelling unobserved On entering, 
they proceeded through several apartments, extinguished the lamp, and paused to consider 
where they should go next, and observing alight in an adjacent building, m which the 
Raja slept, they proceeded to it The Raja providenlidllj awikins, perceived the shade 
of a man passing , and deliberately taking his bow and discharging an arrow, shot a thief 
through the heart Tn like manner, he wounded others , but the rest of tiie gang rushed 
out of (he house and fied The Raja accomptnied by some attendants, pursued them to 
a considerable distance, but the darkness favouring their escape, they succeeded in 
getting off l_4 \2.4"' 

After this event, every precaution was adopted for the protection of the Raja’s per- 
son His mother, who possessed a superior understanding, and was political, prudent, and 
circumspect, sent for her son, and said, 'Your goodness and generosity, my son, have been 
requited by treachery and base ingratitude By destroying you, Puhar Singh no doubt 
had in view to ingratiate himself with the Emperor, in order that he might rise on your 
rum It 18 therefore highly expedient to counteract and subvert bis designs, an object 
to which no measure cm be more conducive than soliciting peace and friendslnp with the 
Emperor, who, alter your recent victones will tfoubtfess be gfaj to terminate a war in tile 
heart of his empire, and to distinguish you with rank and dignities you will thus rise 
far above the rancor, treachery and malevolence of Puhar Singh your sovereignly will 
then be established on a solid foundation peace will diffuse her blessings over your domi- 
nions the glory of your victories and the fame of your name will remain untarnished by a 
reverse, and you will lealize objects surpassing the most sanguine of your present hopes 
and expectations 

RajaChumpnt, convinced of the prudence, policy, and wisdom of his mother s adnee, 
determined on sending an embassy to the court of Dihlee A person well qualified to 


•I Allnd Dg to tlie gentle tread of tl e elephant, and to vidous elephants having hells on them In order to give 
notice of their approach 



perform the functions of that important trust was accordingly ordered to proceed to Shah 
Juhanabad where the Emperor received him graciously, and having long felt a desire 
to see the warlike cliief, expressed a wish that Raja Chumput should appear at court; and 
the ambassador was commanded to return, and communicate the Emperor’s desire to the 
Raja. 

When the ambassador returned, and Raja Chumput became apprized of the success of 
his mission, the condescension of the Emperor and the advantages which it appeared to 
secure, he lost-no time in proceeding to Dihlee ; and on being presented to His Jilajesty, 
was received with great courtesy and distinction, raised to a military command, and 
appointed to conduct the siege of Koomhar Gurh. He accordingly joined, and assumed 
the command of the imperial forces, then before tliat fort; but on which, in consequence 
of the incapacity and inexperience of their chiefs and nobles in conducting a siege, they 
bad made no impression. He immediately constructed proper batteries, opened a 
heavy tire, animated the troops by his personal exertions and example, prosecuted the siege 
with vigor, energy, and valor, displaying such talent and ability, that the enemy, finding 
it impossible to resist the persevering impetuosity with which they were assailed, were 
compelled to surrender. The fame of Raja Chumput was now extolled in the same ratio 
that the reputation of the chiefs of the imperial army declined. On the completion of this 
service, he returned to Dihlee, and presented the keys of the fort to the Emperor, by 
whom he was honored with e.xpressions of approbation and applause. 

The distinguished reception of Raja Chumput however, inflamed the minds of Puhar 
Singh and Dara Shah with en\y, malice, and vexatiop ; and induced them to invent a 
plot in order to effect his disgrace and ruin. Accordingly, Puhar Singh, whose mind was 
ever fertile in wickedness, conveyed stolen property into the Raja's tent, where, on search 
being made, it was found, and then accused him of theft. Like the painter who gives 
what is fictitious the appearance of reality ; so Puhar Singh had the art of arraying false- 
hood in the semblance of truth. 

Raja Chumput, however circumspect, could not elude the machinations of Puhar Singh ; 
consequently, rancor and bitter animosity prevailed between them. 

Puhar Singh intimated to Dara Shah, that the Emperor had granted the district of 
Koonch to Raja Chumput Rae, assessed at three lakhs ; the overplus of which he appro- 
priated; andofl’ered, if Dara Shah would put him in possession of it, to pay immediately into 
the imperial treasury nine lakhs of rupees. Dara Shah, pleased with the ofler, and allowing 
avarice to enter his heart, the disposal of the district became centred in the nine lakhs 
of rupees. Forgetful of the rights of friendship, the recompense for attending at the court, 
and bearing the Raja's former rebellion in mind, Dara Shah invested Puhar Singh with the 
district of Koonch. 


H The moacrn city of DiUcc, so called iecausc it was fortided and embeUished by the emperor Shab Johan. 


Raja Chumput, inceiisedj aggrie\ed, and indignant, went to the Durbar, and address- 
ing Dara Shall, said, ‘Wlien appeals are only made to calumniators,— u hen merits remain 
unnoticed and unrewarded, what are those possessing them to do “> Why is the district of 
Kooncb given to tins assassin’ Why am 1 deprived of it, disgraced, and exposed to rum ? 
You profess friendship, and seek my destruction But when interest is m view, merit is 
overlooked— a hundred veils are then before your eyes ’ 

Dara Shah, on hearing this speech, was inflamed with rage his face became red, and 
he angrily reviled the Raja, who, indignant at his language, and sensible of the respect to 
which he was, hy rank, wealth, and power entitled, likewise gave utterance to the impulse 
of exasperated feelings and grasping liis sword, retorted with equal virulence, acri- 
monj, and asperity , so that they appeared like two infuriated elephants eager for battle 
The Surrounding courtiers were struck dumb with amazement' The motionless group 
resembled a picture ' 

Sree Chuttur Saul, hearing the altercation came to his father On bis entry, Dara 
Shah descended from his throne and retired Raja Chumput also withdrew, threw off 
his allegiance, immediately quitted the court , and, beating Ins drums, which rumbled 
through the country, proceeded to his own dominions On his arrival at Mulioba, he was 
welcomed by his children, relations, and friends , and, enquiring after the health and 
welfare of each, wiped all traces of care and sorrow from tlieir brows Resuminghis go- 
vernment, he ruled with absolute away^increasedhis troops, and providedfor their welfare 
The neighbouring chiefs, on receiving news of his hostile preparations, changed color, 
and were dismayed He levied the Chout,h from the adjacent districts, revivedthe fear and 
fame of his arms, the dread and terror of his name Inaccessible and impregnable for- 
tresses resigned the palm of celebrity and fame to his superior renoun Beheld and 
admired hy all, liis glory, like the moon, rose to meridian splendor, diffusing mild radiance 
on rich and poor, who dehghted to sing the la^s and recite the stanzas of the bards and 
poets in praise of his deeds, valor, and virtues 

The machinations of Puhar Smgh were now well known, and he was branded with 
infamy, disgrace, and contempt 



CHAP. VI. 


Concerning the Rebellion of the Imperial Princes, and the Battles of Oojyn 

a7id JDJioIpoor. 


The Emperor Shah Juhan, who was feared and obeyed by all, had four sons. The 
name of the first was Dara ; the second Sboojaa ; the third Onrungzeb, and the fourth 
Morad. They were magnanimous, valiant, discerning, and possessed great mental endow- 
ments. The Emperor, influenced by parental kindness, and in order to initiate his three 
younger sons in the exercise of sovereign authority, entrusted to each the government of 
a province. 

When the Emperor had reigned about thirtj^-two years, finding himself borne down 
with age and infirmities, and apprehensive, from the imperious and ambitious dispositions 
of his younger sons, that they would, after his death, aspire to the throne, he determined, 
in order to secure the succession to Dara, to proclaim him king in bis own lifetime. Dara 
Shah accordingly assumed the royal titles ; and commanded the princes, viceroys, and no- 
bles to appear at court. 

WTien Ourungzeb, Morad, and Sboojaa heard that Dara Shah had assumed the royal 
state and power, they felt indignant at the idea of submitting to his authority, refused to 
obey, and prepared to assert their own claims to the empire. Morad caused himself to be 
proclaimed Emperor, struck coin in his own name, and prepared to seize the throne. 

Ourungzeb also secretly aspired to sovereign sway ; but more designing and crafty 
tlian Morad. wrote to that prince, declaring that he could never submit to the authority 
of Dara; and bad therefore resolved to depose him; but being himself a man of austere 
and religious habits, he had no wish for imperial power or the cares of government, and 
was desirous only of devoting his life to the service of God: but it being important that 
there should be some prince well qualified to discharge the functions of royalty, he propos- 
ed to seat on the throne Morad himself, than whom no sovereign could more become the 
diadem, or be better calculated to promote the happiness of his subjects. Morad felt 
extreme joy at the receipt of this letter ; but fear, apprehension, and the dictates of 
prudence deterred him from trusting implicitly to the word of his brother. In order, 
therefore, to remove suspicion and distrust, establish perfect confidence, harmony, and 
friendship, and render the compact indissoluble, Ourungzeb took the holy Qooranin his 
hand, and swore to aid and assist Morad, and seat him -on the imperial throne. Having 
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lhas prevailed on bis brolber to dispel donbl and distmst, wolual confidence, fnendsbi 
and affection increased, and both pnnees marched from the Duk,hun on Ibij tnomenloQj 
enlcrprue. 

Dara Shah, having received accounts of the preparations made bj Oiininj;zeb and 
Blorad, and of their having quitted the Duk.hnn, collected the imperial troops, and ad. 
raoced to check tbcir ambitions designs, with an overwhelming force, and a heavy traw 
of artillery On his amv al atD,holpoor, be drew up Ins guns on the bank of lie Chumbul 
in order to command the ford, and thereby render it impossible for bis brothers to pass.* 

From the east, the army of Shah Shoojaa, was likewise advancing towards Agra 

The soand of kettle drums, trumpets, and martial instruments proclaimed to nch and 
poor the approach of a great and dreadful war between the imperial princes Hostile 
preparations filled the governors of the provinces with apprehension and dismaj. 
The people said, ‘War has fallen in the times slaughter anil destruction impend, dire and 
momentous events are about to ensue* When Raja Cliumpiit received the joyful and 
heart-soothing intelligence of discord prevailing among the imperial princes, and of each 
prince advancing m hostile array towards Agra, Ins right arm became influenced by a 
strong pulsation, a sign of impending warfare, and feelings of pleasure and satufaetion 
filled his mind , for the Cbuttrees delight in war, and thereby attain celestial beatitude 

At this period the Raja's scouts brought intelligence, that Ouruiigzeb >> had 
crossed the Nurhudda, and been opposed near Oontika, i e Oojyn, by Mukund Siugh 


•> •• Oalhe22d of Apnl, A D I6S6, MutiaRsJa Jd$ir«iit Stsjih.bf bUicoutibeiag ipprUei) oftbsmatiOBiof 
tbeKbclx, wu ttsdr to reccirc them |Ie drevop, before derbrenb, bii snn;r In order of battle, to be read/ to 
setoamodite bis dijposilJODa srtenrard* to tbe •{tpesrBnee of Ibe eorm/ • lise Me arcordiji tb< aelloo 
irlUt tbe Mt^bol caralrj, bat Ibeie were foon repulsed by tbe reteran troops of Uurungaeb Tbe Moba Raia wbo 
foreuw tbe d'aeomfitare of tbe Mogbuls, ibeired bebind ibem • front of thirty Ibonsand of LU ealire troops, Ibe (UJ 
poots.iawboiD he cbiefly confided. Aurao^ebe,opoafeeios ibis formidable body, drew beck from tbe panait,aDJ 
nstored bis line Tbe Moba Kaja adraoced wnb Impetuosity, and tbe 1 rioce net blm half way Tbe shock vu 
extremely Tibleot, and tbe rebels were on tbe poiot of fiTtopr way, when Morad with bU troops Jost srrired on tbs 
field, and attacked tbe enemy in flank Tbe victory was enotebeJ from tbe hands of tbe Rajpoots Tbtlr prucs 
iuiaiiud to jfy ** (Z)ow ) In tbeAIomfcer Ntmeb, however, pege 4, it Is stated 

^ \j j Ij ^ S tbit be (Juswvot Suigb) /frrfwitb such fear and dismay, that he tore off bis 

Zoonnar, on account of its weight (The Zoonnar Is the triple thread worn over tbe sboalders end ronad the body, 
and is symbotieal of Brumha, Vishooo, and Shira.) *' Tbe wlogt were broken and ruined 5 but tbe centre iaimiied 
by tbe preseneeoftbeirpnnce, stood its ground, slenghter and danger increased erery moment. Merad waslrre* 
sistibleontbe right flank} and Aarungtebe,wba bad been upon the point of retreating, adranced again to the ebsrir 
Tbe^lajpools bebared wltb tbelr tunal brarery hot they were loironoded on all sides The action Mcame mii*d 
and nndiiUngnUbed Friends were mbtakes for foes, and foes for friends Uncertainty would hire sorpendej 
tbe sword t but fesr made It fall erery where Abonetbe setting of tbe son, tbe field, eortrei wjib /r* tloBiarf 
dead bodies on tbe side of tbe enemy, wu left to Aorangzebe and Morsd " XW In the Alamgeer Nitnaa, 
}>age4,UisrcUted,tbat j\jS> y j suT ji v_» ^ U_>Cl-ilj Jlyel 

8 0 ^ j 1 weer str tboBsaad bodies of the enemy were counted by order I 

Oomagieb, who oblajoed posscuicsol all tbe camp e^nlpage of tbe Rsja's army *' The Mobs Rtji, aficribe bsttl 
wu OTCr, drore his tivM by way ofbrsTi2io, f»lf» round the anayof tberlctots} and when U U wupfopow 



Hara. The instraments of war were sounded: a furious conflict ensued: The field was 
covered with slain : The blood-thirsty .sabres committed dreadful havoc in the hatwest of 
existence ! Tlie gleam of life-taking cimitars was like forked lightning darting into the 
enemies’ breasts ! while the thunder of cannon hurled bolts of destruction through their 
ranks i In the heat of the battle, Ulukund Singh Hara deposited his life with God. The 
high-minded chiefs, heroic warriors, and valiant soldiers ofhis army, like those abandoned 
by fortune, fell around his body ! After this sanguinary battle, Ourungzeb entered Oon- 
tika, took possession of the country, and resuming bis march, proceeded towards 
Agra, with the impetuosity of a storm. 

When the combined forces of Ourungzeb and Morad approached the Chumbul, the 
intelligence which arrived of the extensive preparations made by Dara Shah for their 
reception at Dholpoor damped the ardor of the troops, diffusing panic and dismay 
through their ranks. They said, ‘ How perilous and dreadful are the times 1 Who can fore- 
tel the extent of the havoc, and destruction of the day of battle ! How many valiant war- 
riors will then be numbered with the dead !’ 

When Ourungzeb became apprized of the feeling of apprehension and dread trbich 
prevailed, he cast his discerning eye through his ranks, in order to discover those who might 
he susceptible of fear from the impetuosity of warlike movements, and the number on 


that a party should be detached in pursuit o( that prince, be replied, Let the wounded boar hare time to fly.” Bow’s 
discrepancies are here obtruded on our notiee. It would hare been gratifying to the curiosity ofthe present day, 
had Colonel Bow favored ns with a drawing, or at least a description of the Raja’s cAariot t since, as the Cham- 
pagne and Eh, ha are of modern iuTenttott, we are left to contindt that it must have been a Rnt,h, or the covered 
conveyance used by native ladies. In the Military Repository, No, 1, page 35, mention is made by Colonel Pearse 
of Lieut, Colonel Bow as the translator of a miserable history of Hindoostan, and the author of two wretebed plays; 
and in Sir Nathtiniel Wrasall's “ History of my own Times,” he states, that Sir W. Jones had told him that be ^ew 
Bow, who understood little or nothing of Persian, and that hishistory was translated into Hindoostanee by a native, 
from whose information the Colonel's work was framed. Under sneh circnmstances, it is creditable to him that 
he got throngh it so well. 

** See Bow, vol. Ui, 

It would be uselessly increasing the size of this work, to cite from Bow’s History of Hindoostan, the account 
he gives of the battles referred to in these pages. Bat I have nevertheless deemed it due to 4he cause of history to 
notice such parts of his work as obviously appear to be erroneous. 

He states, that “ Sittur Saul, one of the chiefs of tbe Rajpoots, at the bead of 5000 horse, fell in sword in hand 
with Aumn^ebe,wbose son Moohnmad commanded under the prince, and opposed the Rajpoots with great bravery. 
A conflict ensued, and the Rajpoots began to file off, when their Itaisr tngagei pasmally vrith Shah Sloohmtud*. 
Tbe Rajpoots strove to cover their Chief, but he was cut down by tbe sabre of hfoohnmnd.” Thus, Bow 
makes Moohnmrond, the son of Ounmgxeb, kill his ally Chnttnr Saul, whom he represents as in confederacy 
with Bara. Part of bis information was probably -drawn from the Alumgeer Namnh, page 6, where mention 
is also made of the death of Chuttur Saul, which, however, is, abundantly disproved in the subsequent pages, 
where it will also appear, that some time after this battle, Chnttnr Saul was only in his 13th year ; consequently it is 
not probable that he conid have been personally opposed to any one on that occasion. "The Alumgeer Namnh states, 
that ‘ Roostum Khan and Rho Sutlur Saul and Raja Rao S’mgh of the Rathor tribe, and other cluefs of tbe army of 

Bara Shnkoob, became the butt of the arrows of fata, L 6. were killed.’ 

M uJaj) Ub XU vjiV" « J b|; j Jh 

InBernier’sHistoryof the late Revolution of the MognIEmpire,page 60, it is mentioned, that " at a particnlar 
crisis Bara mcr lufmati that Roostnm K ha n and Chnttnr &ul were killed.* 

• The words in Italics are here and tisewheta eo inaerted by the translaUff. 




whom lie could implicitly depend He then consulted his chiefs and nobles on the threat 
ening aspect and alarming cnsis of his affairs Perceiving their opinions influenced b 
reserve and nstrong sense of impending danger, he contemplated his perilous situationm 
every mcw, but no ray of hope appeared to brighten his prospects, or dispel the cloud of 
apprehension which dwelt bn liis mind It was then too late to recede, he therefore de 
termmed to meet his fate with becoming fortitude and intrepidity 

In the midst of these perplexities it sudderdy occurred to him, that Raja Chumput 
bad the means of affording the aid and assistance which he so much required he accord- 
ingly addressed him a letter, written with much courtesy and condescension, solicilinghis 
alliance, and inviting him to join m the war. Raja Chumput received the letter with 
great demonstrations of joy, expressed his readiness to unite with the pnnee, issued 
orders for assembling lus troops, and proceeded to join the army of Ourungzeb, with 
forces overwhelming as the successive waves of the ocean 

When the standard of Raja Chumput was perceived from afar, the scouts hastened 
to impart the joyful intelligence to Ourungzeb, who, elated at the glad tidings, began to 
anticipate the completion of his wishes, dispatched numerous messengers to communicate 
to the Raja the pleasure and gratiflcation which he felt at his approach, and to invite him 
without restraint or delay to bis presence 

Desirous, however, of postponing the interview, the Raja did not accede to the wish 
of the prince, who was therefore induced to dispatch Rabadoor Khan, to remove any ap- 
prehension, fear, or distrust which might liang over the Raja’s mind, and topromiseerery 
advantage which he could reasonably expect, on the successful termination of the war 
Bahadoor Khan accordingly went to the Raja, and represented that the prmce was m 
anxious expectation of the interview which he bad so long and ardently desired, that the 
proximity of the foe rendered procrastination perilous and unwise, and, therefore, urged 
the expediency and propriety of his immediately proceeding to the Prmce The Raja 
accordingly consented to accompany Bahadoor Khan to pay his respects to Ouruogzeb, 
who received him with such courteous urbanity and gracious condescension, that joy 
and confidence sparkled in the Raja’s eyes. 

Ourungzeb, courteously addressing him, said, 'Have younot heard that DaraShahhas 
collected an army, and come to offer battle oa the bank of the Chumbu], which beh as 
strongly fortified, commanding the ford with a heavy tram of artillery? To attempt to 
foice il, would be rashness, defeat would be inevitable, but still, the river must be pass- 
ed, or all iny designs and hopes will fail advise me then, 0 Raja! how to act, for I 
am at a loss what measure to adopt ’ 

Rdja Cimmput replied, * Let not apprehension dweD on your royal mind Your ser- 
vant will conduct the army to another ford, and incase it should also be occupied by 
Dara Shah, w e must fight him there and, by the blessing of God, victory will crown our 
exertions ’ 



When 0»™ng*eb l.e.ri of ooolher«s ford, he erpresrrd Rreatsotprire .nd delioht. 
The Raja rejoined. Prepare, 0 valiant king! to seize the throne.’ Raja Cbampat was 
accordingly appointed to lead the van ; and marching that night bv another route, conducted 
tlie army across the river without opposition. The gloom which had previously overhung 
the brow of Ourungzeb was now dispelled : joy and gladness beamed from his eyes 
diffusing confidence throughout the camp. ^ ’ 
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When Dara Shah received intelligence that Onrnngzeb, joined by Raja Chumput, 
had crossed the river, he was much appalled : and on hearing the Raja’s name, bit his 
beard from the impulse of rage and vexation, and said, ‘ If I have any valiant chief, let 
him oppose and subdue Raja Chumput’ 


The army of Ourungzeb advanced : the van was led by Chuttur Saul, whose daunt- 
less intrepidity and disregard of the shot which fell around, elicited general admiration. 

In ancient times, there Was a Deo named Tripoor, who built a palace in heaven, where be 

exercised such arbitrary and tyrannic sway, that even the wind, without bis leave, dared 
not to blow. His injustice and oppression at length, however, induced Roodr, i. e. Muha- 
deo, to kill him. Mahadeo, in the act of slaying Tripoor, conveys an apt idea of Ourungzeb 
and Dara Shah, in the dreadful battle which ensued. The kettle-drums on both sides, 
rumbled from afar ! Trumpets and other martial instruments sounded nearer, war’s shrill 
clarion ! When the armies met, dreadful as the blast of the last trumpet were the shouts 
and clamor which rent the air, and filled the vast concave of heaven with the din of war. 
Heads flew off! and arrows, those teeth of fate, fell in showers. Horsemen and elephants, 
gnns and men in armour, were promiscuously mingled with those on foot. When Raja 
Chumput’s matchlocks and artillery came into action, thousands of the enemy forsook their 
lives, and fell on the plain ; satiating, with their carcases, the birds and beasts of prey. Raja 
Chumput acquired fresh distinction, fame, and glory. Mahadeo appeared on the field with 
a chaplet of the skulls of the slain round his neck. The van of Dara Shah’s army, com- 
manded by Wulee BahadoorKhan, unaccustomed to the persevering valor, vigor, and im- 
petuosity of Boondelas, became appalled, threw down their arras, and fled. lu the midst 
of the battle, the martial bands struck up the strains of victory. Dara Shah had left the 
field ! Thus terminated this sanguinary and momentous conflict, in which so many thou- 
sands lost their lives, and which won the throne for Ourungzeb, whose sovereignty was 
from that day established. 


*' This is corrohorated in Bernier’s History of the late Rcvolotion of the Empire of the Great 5fognI, page 52, 
" He (Dara) goetU forth, hriskly taketh horse, and seizeth on the passage of the river Ichnmhnl, which is about 20 
miles from Agra, where he forlifieth himself, expecting his enemy- But the snhtle crafty fakeer (Oamngzeh), who 
wanted no good spies and people, that gave him intelligence of all, and who knew that the passage was there di£- 
cnit, took good heed to attempt the forcing it. He came to encamp himself near it, so that from the camp of 
Dara, one might discover his tents. Bat what doth he in the mean time ? Heinveiglcsa certain rebel raja, called 
Chempet, presents him richly, and promiseth him a thousand 5ne things, if he would let him pass throogh his ter- 
ritories. Chempet agreeth, and offers of his own accord, that he would himself attend him, and shew the way 
throogh the woods and bills of his country, &c.” Dow however tells us, that Skaiita Khtm in/emrd Onnmgzeh, 
that the only means left him, was to leave his camp standing to amuse Dara, and to march through the hills by a 
bye-road, which two chiefs who were directed to attend him in the evening would point out. 

K 



i A feTrdayflaftertbebattIfi,he entcredlhecityof T7kbQrabad,orAgra,andDaraShaIi 

fled towards Dihlee, to raise another army When Ourongzeb ascended the throne be 
disliDgnished Raja Chumput with great honors, granted him aniunsub,orconimana\f 
twelve thousand men, and a Jageer free of revenue, from Oorch,ha to Slolkunarus 
thence to the Jumna 

Id a former war, a horse belonging to Bahadoor Kbaa bad been captured, and finding 
it in tbe possession of Raja Chumpot, he applied to him for it , offering m exchange, the 
horse, sword, and accoutrements of a nephew of the Raja, who had been killed in action 
The Raja felt offended at the proposal, alluding to his nephew’s death, and assuming 
a haughty mien, rephed, that the horse having been taken in battle, should on no account 
berestored, and desired that the subject might not be revived Buhadoor Khan was 
about to reply , but finding that he bad given ambragt, deemed it prudent to be silent 

At this period, a rumour prevailed, that Shah Soojaa was advancing with a powerful 
army from the eastward, and that he bad crossed the Ganges at Allahabad In conse 
quence of this information, Onningzeb commanded Buhadoor Khan to proceed with his 
troops in that durection , and marched himself with such celerity, that the dust raised by 
his horses reached tbe skies. 

Raja Chumput nothaving accompamedBuhadoor Khan, amesseoger was dispatched 
to demand the reason of his remaining m the rear, when tbe Emperor was marching to 
battle , and to inform him, that in case of farther delay, his munsub would be resumed , and 
tbe messenger, in continuation, added, * If you refuse, you will efl’eci your own destruction * 
Raja Chumput, on receiving this intimation, became bigbjy incensed, and angrily re> 
plied, * I resign the munsub, abandon tbe alliance and tbe service of the Emperor,’ and 
with an oSended mind, raised bis standard, beat the drum of march, and returned to bis 
own dominions 


** Cbompot cpnld faudl; tisre abtodooed tbe alliaoee la consequesce of lus b&Tiog been offended vith 

nbcuU Ilf- rtereforejnebned to think tUl he refused takinji: a j)»rt In tbe Impendlnj 

battle, In order that Oumnffieb and Shoojaa might, by weaktoiageach other, enable him, in co-operation with Raja 
Jnswunt Stogh, to obtain orer thoae princes an eaayTictgty, with a view of anbrerting their power and the im 
penal djsasty. For a corrobontlon cf this ides, and a deKription of the battle of Khnjwo, see Vtv, rol in. 



CHAP. VII. 


Conceniwg the Defeat of SooU Ktctun, and the Death of ShujjanRae 

and his Familij. 




Whek Raja Chmnpnt, displeased with the Emperor Onrungzeb^ hadretnrned to his 
own dominions^ he collected the whole of his army, attacked and Imd waste the town of 
Bolireer, and contemplating schemes of plunder, retired to the fort of Jyrach,h, where he 
found it convenient to remain 

The governors of the adjacent districts, alarmed at the designs and prosimity of the 
Raja, applied for support to the Emperor, who, adverting to the different rebelUons ex- 
cited by Raja Chnmput Rae, and being then firmly seated on the throne, and without any 
thing to apprehend, deemed it a favorable juncture for reducing the rebels to obedience, 
and with this view, appointed a Boondela, named Soobh Kurun, governor of Boondel- 
khund, and commanded twenty-two nobles, on whom were conferred special marks of royal 
favor, to proceed with a large force in order to establish the authority of the new gover- 
nor. Soobh Kurun, pleased with his appointment, immediately collected 'his forces, and 
marched to besiege the fort of Jyrucb,b. 

When Raja Chnmput heard the drum of war, he prepared forbattle, and proceeded to 
meet the foe. As the Raja approached, the engagement began, and soon became generaL 
Raja Chnmput rained such showers of arrows from the cloud of his ' bow, that the 
butt formed of enemies’ breasts, was filled with the well-tempered barbs J His valiant 
chiefs and high-minded warriors, firm and resolute, equally disregarding themselves and 
the number of the enemy, advanced, slaying as they went! Raja Chnmput was always near 
the foe, of whom he slew so many, that the account transcends description. His fighting, 
indeed, could only be compared to that of Uijoon, who excelled his brothers and every 
other warrior, in archery and warlike feats, and whose extreme power, strength, and 
vigor, enabled him to aid even Indru himself! to whom Raja Chnmput might be assimi- 
lated ; for, with one arrow, he would slay two men clad in armour, and kill elephants and 
horses with equal facility ! 

A chief, wishing to exhibit his bravery and equestrian dexterity, darted from the 
ranks of Soob,h Kurun, and began to prance, and display his horsemanship in front of the 
Raja, who, in order to punish his vanity and presumption, discharged an arrow, which 
entered the horse’s head, passed through his body, and brought the animal to the ground, 
where he immediately expired. The chief who was on Mm, having used abusive language, 
was killed with the thrust of a spear. 


SooljJi Kurun, unable to prevail, drew off his forces, and attacked the fort of Shah 
Curb, which became celebr dei! for the success with which it resisted the imperial army 
Thus the valor, skill, anil ail Iress of Clminput Rae again subverted the schemes of the 
Emperor, while the Raja i eiiiaiiied unmolested, and m full possession of his country 

This tranquillity, however, did not long continue , for, troops, overwhelming as the 
waves of the sea, invaded Boondelk bund, harassed and embarrassed Raja Cliuinput, and 
forced him to retire to the fort of D,hurounee On hts arnval in its vicinity, he discovered 
the encampment of a chief of the imperial army, named Bunka, who, having received 
intimation of the Raja’s retreat, had hastened to intercept it A furious encounter accord- 
ingly ensued The intrepid leaders had sworn by the name of Raja Chumput not to 
recede, and therefore fought with such irresistible fury and impetnosity, that the Bfghans 
were beat back, an advantage however, which was dearly obtained , for many of the 
Raja’s chiefs were mortally, or severclj, wounded The Raja, determined to strike a deci- 
sive blow, again assailed the enemy’s line , ond desperate fighting and dreadful slaughter 
ensued He charged the army of Bunka sword in hand, and performed such prodigies 
with bis bloodthirsty sabre, that the enemy was compelled to give way 

Although broken and dispersed, Banka’s valiant chiefs rallied their forces, and tak- 
ing the saddles from their horses, held them before their faces, as sbiehb, to ward off the 
showers of arrows, balls and bullets, which fell with the violence and impetuosity of ram 
in a storm Their chiefs arrogantly called out to the Raja’s troops to submit, and 
acknowledge their superiority, or they would slay both them and Chumput Rae The 
Raja, hearing their insolent bravadoes, give way to the impulse of rage and indignation 
by discharging arrows, possessing the quality of feeding on the blood of enemies’ breasts, 
their bright points gleaming as they passed through the air ' 

The enemy, with a shout, again rushed forward, and were received by Raja Chum- 
put, whose warlike exploits and brilliant exertions elicited general admiration , for, being 
descended from Raja Punchum, he nevrr felt fear or dismay , and, although he bore the 
eschars of numerous wounds, every moment longed for warl 

Hts mighty exertions, indeed, m (his hard fought battle, resembled those of Raja 
B,heem Sjn of old He defeated the army of Bunka, slew numbers of bis soldiers, and 
viedm fame with Soopumu*^, or Gorooru, at the time of seizing the Imreeta, or water of 


Soopuron ilgaifies. He wboee fentberv ere of the toloor of gold Gorooru, He who iwillows eerpeoU. Thu 
god wivh ihebe&dftod mugs of k bud, and the lesVof bisbody Ihe that of at&aa, w tilled the Wag of Ihehirdi, 
and the earner of Visbnoo la Rome respects, Gorooni resembles Mercury, inhuhaviogwings, andhe ngthe 
ine«seuger of Vishnoo, as hferenry was of Jupiter \linito, the wife of Kuahyopn, laid an e^, and became the 
mother of thu bird god. Jupiter is said to he ensmonred of the goddess Nemei s, in the shape of a goose and 
that she laid an egg, from which was bom Helen- As boob as Gorooru was bora hu body expanded nntii it touch 
ed the shy, all the other animals were terrified at him H s eyes were like lightning The mounUins fled with 

thewind of his wings, and the rays wh ch issued from bis body set thefour quarters of the world on fi« The 

affrighted gods sought Ibe help of Ugnee, conceiting that Gorooru must be an incaroatloa of that god- la 
consequence of a dispute between Vinutu and Kudroo, the mother of the aeryents, a conUnual enmity lobsisted 




immortalitj-. Gorooruis the name of the king of animals, the eagle on which Yishnoo rides, 
at the sound of whose name snakes flee, in remembrance of the execution he did among 
them in the Muhabharut, as did the enemy from Raja Chumput ; for Bunka turned bis 
back on the field, and Raja Chumput obtained a glorious victorv. He next proceeded to 
Unghoree, whither he was closely followed by Soobh Kurun. Debee Sing.h, the Raja 
of that town, desirous of remaining neuter, retired on the approach of the hostile armies, 
and encamped at some distance, for the ostensible purpose of hunting. 

Raja Chumput, finding himself thus closely pursued and surrounded, blockaded the 
roads and streets, and prepared for a vigorous defence. Soobh Kurun surrounded the town 
with his troops ; and Raja Chumput, finding himself much harassed, hampereck and dis- 
tressed, and averse to oppose Soobh Kurun on account of the numbers of Boondelas who 
filled his ranks, was desirous of making peace. 

With this view, he wrote to Sujjan Rae to join him, in order to assist him with his 
counsel, in concluding the proposed treaty ; and in reference to his rupture with the Em- 
peror, added, that 'His Majesty, unmindful of the aid and assistance which I afforded him 
in his days of difficulty and distress, enabling him to defeat Dara Shah, and ascend the 
throne, now attacks me with inveterate animosity, and overwhelms me witli innumerable 
troops. My brethren too are all wounded, and I have arrived at an advanced age, hitherto 
untarnished by a stain of dishonor, and am now subjected to the painful alternative of mak- 
ing war with my own countrymen; for, even if victorious, what shall T gain but loss of 
honor and reputation, by affording an opportunity for every one to brand me with having 
fought and destroyed my brethren. 0 ! Sujjan Rae ! The Almighty has hitherto pre- 
served me from the sliame, ignominy, and anguish of fighting mj' countrymen ! But what 
alternative have I ? Come and advise me, whether I shall make war or peace ! for, 
although I have no apprehension of the result of the campaign, yet, under the influence 
of existing circumstances, I long for peace.’ 

Sujjan Rae was enjoying the pleasures of the chace when he received this communi- 
cation, and was, at first, inclined to doubt the sincerity of Raja Chumput in desiring 
peace; but, convinced that he never uttered an untruth, be immediately proceeded to join 
- him. 


Soobh Kurun received the proposal for peace with great joy, and a time and place 
were fixed for concluding the treaty. Raja Chumput accordingly proceeded from Unghoree 


between tbe BescenilaDts of those females, and Goroorn obtained permission from one of the gods to devour all 
the serpents be could find. ‘When tbe Hindoos lie down to sleep, they repeat tbe name of Gnroom three limes, to 
obtain protection from snakes. Tbe mother of Goroorn in the above dispate having laid a wager, and beuig the 
loser, was reduced to a state of servitude to her sister •, and tbe serpent, wishing to become immortal, promised to 
Uberatc bis mother, on condition that Goroorn should bring Chundm (the moon), whose bright parts, the Ifin- 
doos say, are filled with the water of immortality. He accordingly, after snrmonnUng astonishing dangers, seized 

the moon, and concealed it under his wing ; bnt on bis return, was attacked by Indru and the other gods, all of 

whom, however,.eicept Visbnoo, he overcame, and even he was so severely put to it inthe contest, that he came to 
terms with Goroorn, who was made immortal. — iWerd. 
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to Deedpoor, where Chattur Saul, la the bloom of youth and health, went to meet his father 
Sujjan Rae also amved , but the terms of peace were so humiliating and derogatory, that 
Raja Chumput decidedly preferred wir , for it appeared, that Soobh Kurnn, in accepting 
the government of the province, was maueoced by the design of securing for himself 
the pnncipality ofOorch,ha War, therefore, however deprecated, was infinitely preferable 
to a rpmous and disgraceful peace , an opinion in which Sujjan Rae fully concurring, Raja 
Chumput made immediate arrangements for a renewal of hostilities 

When Soobh Kurnn found that the negocialion bad broken off, be advanced to give 
battle Raja Chumput allowed the army to approach close, and received them with showers 
of arrows, like thunderbolts, and a general discharge of fire arms, occasioning such 
slaughter and confusion, that no person could find another The disorder and dismay 
were so general, that although Soobh Kurnn adopted several expedients to retneve the 
disaster, none succeeded , and, he was accordingly obliged, after sustaining a heavy loss 
to quit the field Disheartened and depressed m mind, at finding all his plans counteracted 
and rendered abortne by the superior tilenl, energy, and prudence of Raja Chumput he 
was induced to transmit a petition to the Emperor , representing the unsettled state of 
Boondelkhund, his inability to subdue the rebels and restore tranquillity, and finally sug- 
gesting the expediency of the Emperor himself leading his victorious army m that 
direction 

His Majesty, impressed with the same opinion, was accordingly induced to proceed 
to Boondelkhund , and Soobh Kurnn hastened to the imperial camp, m order to pay his 
obeisance to the Emperor, and Sujjan Rae deemed it advisable to proceed with him, for 
the same purpose 

His Majesty, considering it proper to remove SoobbKurun from aprovince which he 
had been unable to rule, appointed him to the government of the Dokbun, wbilber be was 
commanded to repair About this period, a letter was received from an officer, named 
Naradar Khan, who had been honored with the Emjieror’s confidence, representing that be 
had received a visit from Rulun Shah, one of the sons of Raja Chumput Rae, soliciting 
terms of peace, and requestingHis Majesty’s msVructiops tm the Dnectwrisweie 

accordingly sent to place Rutun Shah in confinement , but that chief, receiving intimation 
of the Emperor s intention, left the place 

The policy of Sujjan Rae, in tendenng his allegiance to the Emperor, not answering 
bi^ expectations, and finding himself neglected, unnoticed, and unknown, anddeemingif 
unwise to remain where no friend, relation, or acquaintance dwelt, be determined to quit 
the court, and accordingly proceeded to Oorch,ha, where he expected a courteous and wel- 
come reception 

On his arrival, he was apprized by Ranee Heeradee, that having tendered her allegi 
ance to the Emperor, whose cause she bad espoused, no treachery, or breach of faith, could 
on her part, be expected , and his fneods and relations recommended him to seek safety, 



as they h^ done, by submitting, ere it were too late, to the imperial authority. Thus 39 
repulsed, he proceeded to Deedpoor to await any favorable change which circumstances 
might effect. 

Range Heeradee ordered her officers to hold her troops in readiness for service, and 
proceeded with them to Jeytra, whence she detached two parties, with directions to ad- 
vance rapidly, and invest the fort of Deedpoor. 

Raja Sujjan Rae, little expecting an attack, for which, in his judgment, he had given 
no cause, had made no preparation for his defence ; and had only three soldiers with him, 
while he was assailed by thousands, who took possession of the town, and closely invested 
the fort, from which however, he kept up a fire until his ammunition was expended, and 
then discharged arrows until every quiver was empty. 

The assailants, sounding their warlike instruments, proceeded to the assault, and were 
met by the three warriors, who had gone out to seek an honorable death. One of them, 
named Monohur Jusoundee, fought sword in hand, in the midst of the enemy, of whom he 
slew so many, that the account exceeds belief. Another, named Pandee Pundit, fought for 
his master till covered with wounds ; still neither would recede, it being a principle of re- 
ligion to fight for a master until you are cut into pieces, small as linseed : for you then 
enter the mansions of bliss through the sun, and are absorbed into Brimh. In short, they 
sought, and obtained a glorious death. 

The army persevering in the assault, the Thakoor Ranees, or wives of Sujjan Rae, 
made a large fire, threw themselves into the flames, and sacrificed their lives, rather than 
endure the ignomy of failing into the enemy’s hands. The Sun and the Soors were amaz- 
ed at the resolution and intrepidity with which they resigned their lives, and uttered ex- 
clamations of admiration and applause. Sujjan Rae, who was badly wounded, said, 

‘ They have performed an act of heroism and fortitude, which can be equalled by few 1 
What is there in this world, to render one partial to life ?’ and drawing his dagger, 
plunged it in his bowels, and expired. 

At this period Ungud Rae, Rutun Shah, and Chuttur Saul dwelt in the town of Mu- 
hoba, beloved by all. Chuttur Saul, then in his thirteenth year, was eminent for skill in 
hunting, and delighted in the pleasures of the chase. 

When the approach of the imperial army rendered their situation perilous, Ungud 
Rae prevailed on Chuttur Saul to retire from the scene of warlike operations, and dwell 
with his uncle, an arrangement with which he reluctantly complied. 

After the fall of Deedpoor, the Ranee’s troops, in conjunction with the imperial army, 
advanced on Oorch,ha, where Raja Chumput was encamped. The Raja being then ill, had 
no intimation of their approach, or no force could have surprized him, whose vigilance, 
foresight, and precaution were so well known. 



CHAP. VIII. 


Respecting the Death of Roja Chumpnl, and the Dtenh relating thereto 


Wrfn impend army approached Oorch ha, Haja Chumput retired to /utwareeti. 
The artn> halted at Oorch ha three da}^, endeavounng'to gam intelligence of him, bat 

without success Though suffering scTcrely from the daily return of an ague, and attend 
ed by only five and twenty horsemen, lie resolved to hasten to Stihra, in order to seek an 
asylum with Unja Indramun, the chief of that state for, in former times, Indraaiuo had 
incurred the Emperor s displeasure, and been seized and imprisoned for slaying an officer, 
named Sliab Hlalik, who held a postunder Iheimpenalgovernment Dut Hnja Chumput, 
being then at court, and in high fa\or with the Emperor, interceded m his behalf, and ob. 
tamed both his pardon and the restor'ifion of Ins territory Raja Indramun grateful for 
the fnendiy intercession and medntion of Raja Chumput, vowed inviolable fnrndsLip 
and attachment to him and Raja Chumput, bearing this circumstance m mind, and la 
want of an ally and a friend, determined, in Ins present distress, to seek a place of refuge 
in }j)5 country 

He accordingly, on retiring from Oorch ha. trav elled in tliat direction , and nner (ra* 
versing a great extent of country, and Ins horses and followers being nearly exhausted with 
hunger and fatigue, he was induced to dismount, in order to afford them an opportanitj 
of tahiiig the rest and food which (bey so much required They bad not, boirerer, hag 
enjoyed their repose, when tlicj were suddenly roused to exertion by the approaching 
sound of kettle drums , and before they could resume their journey, the imperial anny 
canfe in sight Raja Chumput observed, that bis fate appeared to be drawing to a crisis, 
and that it would now be difficult to escape , and opening hw quiver, prepared to meet bis 
foes The party, however, mounted their horses, and retired, but no cover orplacecf 
ambush appearing, the Raja was unable to dispose of himself and followers to advantage 
Trusting in God, the disposer of events, and the great provider of all, they proceeded on 
tdUiiey came to a nver, which afforded acasual, but transient security, for, at Ihe monient 
the Raja had crossed it, a person, who aftemarUs proved to be Raja Indramun, mounted 
on a tazee horse, arrived at the opposite aide 

The animal, however, would not enter the water, but remained rearing, and obstinate 
ly receding from it The enemy, m this interval, arnved , and Indramun, finding himself 
BUTTOunded, and escape impossible, dismoanfed, drew bis sword, and determined to resist 
till the last, and, for some time, fought with p’cal valor and intrepidity but being over 
powered by numbers, obtained rest and repose in heaven 


Raja Chumput, availing himself of the leisure vhich this event afforded, resumed his 
march, sending to Suhra intimation of his approach; and deeming himself secure, rras in- 
duced to halt, to give his horses and attendants the rest which they so much needed The 

party accordingly dismounted near a village, hut had not been long there, before iiitelli. 

getice of the approach of an armed force occasioned great consteniation. The Raja’s 
wife drew her dagger, and threatened to put an end to her existence, rather than fall 
into the hands of the enemy. Chuttur Saul ardently longed to display his valor in the ex- 
pected battle; and Raja Chumput, on the first alarm, seized his bow ; hut in the act of 
stringing it, from being old and much used, it bent, and became useless. Thinking it an 
omen of the approaching termination of bis career, he made up his mind to die. 


4 ) 


The opposed troops arriving within a short distance, were abruptly demanded to de- 
clare who they were, for what purpose they had come, whetlier as the friends or foes of 
Raja Chumput, and informed that the first who advanced would he killed. Sheo Ram and 
Gopavd, the leaders of the opposed band, mildly replied, that there was no occasion to use 
harsh and angry expressions ; for they had neither the wish nor the intention to betray 
Raja Chumput; hut in the absence of Raja Indramun, they had been sent there by Sahib 
Bae to meet and escort him to Suhra, where be might securely remain undiscovered by 
his enemies. On recehung this assurance, every one felt confident and convinced; and the 
horsemen being allowed to dismount, pleasure succeeded the alarm and dismay which had 
prevailed. 


Sahib Rae, on receiving intelligence of the approach of Raja Chumput, deemed it pru- 
dent and political to absent himself, in order to avoid an mterview, in consequence of 
which he might afterwards he implicated, and therefore retired to D,hureeree : professing, 
however, an intention of testifying the deference and attachment of Raja Indramun, by 
endeavoring to effect a reconciliation between Raja Chumput and the Emperor. Raja 
y Chumput accordingly proceeded to Suhra, and encamped near the temple named Ram 
Peewaluh, which he immediately entered, in order to return thanks to God for his pro- 
tection in the providential escape he had experienced; and had scarcely finished Ids 
devotions, when intelligence of the arrival of the enemy induced him to retire into the 
fort. He then became thoughtful and dejected ; for, none of his measures were then, as 
formerlvj attended with success; and no intelligence having been received of, or from Raja 
Indramun, it was doubtful what part he would take on the occasion. Raja Chumput there- 
fore assembled his adherents, to deliberate on what measures it had become expedient to 
pursue; for, in his judgment, by remaining there no other prospect appeared than that of 
sacrificing his life ; and although death is the lot of all, jet he wished to live, were it only 
to avenge the fate of his friend Snjjan Rae. 

One was of opinion that they should march ; another that they should halt, at least 
until the policy or fate of Raja Indramun could be ascertained; and a third recom- 
mended the Raja to secrete himself in bis village, and afterwards to act according to 
circumstances. 
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Cbiittur Saul ubserred, that if it were Iiis father s fate to die, no place could be more 
appropriate than tlie temple of Sree Ragonatjb in that town, for dying there en- 
sures celestial beatitude , but that it behoves as to adopt measures for self preservation , for 
vhile life remains, worldly concerns may be restored to order, and every wish accomplish- 
ed ‘ I also long,’ be added,' to avenge the perfidious attack on Sujjan Rae In OorcL,ha 
there are many who will jom us, and until I can acquire sufiicient force, I will endea- 
vor to harass and annoy the enemy Thus, jrradually gaining strength I shall be en- 
abled to resume hostile operations, and, if it pleases God to grant us the victory, the foe 
may yet be expelled, and our government re-established * About the time of these deh- 
beratious, the enemy made an attack on the fort, bat was repulsed 

Salub Rae, finding himself involved in trouble from having espoused the cause of Raja 
Chumput and in order to ingratiate himself with the Emperor, wrote to the Qilaadars of 
the fort, to encourage the Raja to confide in them, but at the same time, to treat secretly 
respecting him with the enemy The two Qilaadars, who were ignorant and low bred, 
created suspicion in the Baja's mind by their inconsistent conduct and contradictory or- 
ders, which induced him to resolve on quitting the fort without delay , but in order to con- 
ceal his design, be pretended to be satisfied at the prospect of security which it afforded 

Chuttur Saul was accordingly desired to proceed in advance to the town belonging 
to Geean Shah, n chief who had married the Raja’s sister, and soon afterwards was fol- 
lowed by Chumput Rae himself, who, after travelling all night, reached that place us- 
molested, but on proceeding to the house of his sister, she refused to see him, angrily re- 
pulsed his people, and made no enquiry after the declining health of her brother He bad 
eaten no food for three days, and was exhausted from fatigue, hunger, and attacks of 
ague, which daily became worse Depressed m mind, and hurt at the conduct of Ins sis- 
ter, he returned to his camp, where food was prepared, of which he partook Geeaa 
Sbah was at tins period absent , but on bis return, he sent Raja Chumput food, and those 
articles which a traveller requires , it being proper to be hospitable and cml, at least for 
one day 

The Raja, disgusted at Lis reception, prepared to quit the place the next morning, and 
Chuttur Saul was again directed to proceed in advance Raja Chumput, finding himself 
Btill attended by the two hundred horse, felt convinced that he was surrounded by enemies, 
from whom he accordingly anxiously wished to escape With this view, he directed the 
Ranee to give out that he was ill, and to place a servant, on whom dependance could be 
placed, jn his Palkee, covering him with a sheet, and following herself in the usualraanner, 
while he availed himself of the opportunity the stratagem would afford of effecting his 
escape The Ranee accordingly sent for a dependant on whom many favors had been 
conferred, andrepresented to him the necessity of promoting the escape of the Raja, who 
placing full confidence in his fidelity and co-operation, had instructed her to impart to him 
the way in which he hoped to elude the vigilance of the guard But when the menial 
understood the nature of the service he was called on to perform, he refused to comply 



She then entreated Ms acquiescence, representing that the safety, and prohaWy the life of 
the Raja, from n-hom he had experienced so mnch kindness, depended upon Lis compli- 
ance : still, however, the slave declined to incur the personal danger which he apprehended 
from the part assigned him to perform. The Ranee, at length, incensed at his cowardice 
and ingratitude, gave way to her feelings in uttering expressions of anger and displeasure. 

On iiie failure of tlie design being communicated to the Raja, he said, ‘ "Wbatever is 
preordained must take place and resigning himself to the will of God, resumed his jour- 
ney, attended by the escort. 

After having proceeded about seven kos, he noticed indications of treachery ; and in 
order to gain time, feigned extreme illness, pretending to vomit; while he made signs to 
some of the guard, on whom he thought he could depend, and two or three were accord- 
ingly induced to join him ; but the rest rushed on him. The Ranee, observing the Raja 
attacked, wounded, and nearly overcome, hastened to the spot ; and determining to avoid 
the disgrace and dishonor of his being vanquished, and falling a victim to a treacherous 
plot, drew her dagger, and plunged itiu his breast, and aftenvards slabhedherself. Thus 
both resigned their souls to God. 
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PART 11. 


Chap. IX. 

Respecting the Rvenis \ihxchf6lloiied the Death of Raja ChumpxU Rae 


It has been related, that m the house of Raja Chumpul Rae, the wonderful descend- 
ant of Punchutn, a son was bom named Srec Chultur Saul, by whose directions a poet 
named Lai, wrote descriptions of e\ents which were formed into a book From the ear- 
liest dawn of reason, Oimttur Saul evinced remarkable indications of a strong understand 
ing, took great delight in the exercise of arms, and was unrn ailed in the use of the match 
lockj the spear, sword, dagger, stiletto, battle axe, bow and arrow, and other warlike in- 
struments lie was extremely partial to horsemanship, and so good and dexterous a nder, 
that esery one, while he passed swift as thought, displaj mg equestrian feats, applauded, 
and wondered at, liis skill and address He deligliled m hunting and the sports 
of the field, and at Ohoukun and other manly games, would surpass his companions and 
strike the hall far beyond the lookers out He likewise possessed llie talent of immedt 
ately discerning the good and had qualities of a person from Ins phj siogiiomj , was skilful 
in omens, and, when an animal made apecuhnr noise, he would instantly prognosticatethe 
good or e\il it portended On hearing poetry or prose, he intuitively understood the 
subject, appreciating its truths Highlyfaiored hy the bounty of Ileaien with wisdom, 
learning, mental and corporeal endowments, m him e^ ery accomplishment was inherent 
Wonderful prince I by whom the wishes of Ins parents were realized 'whose \irtues fame, 
and renown, thundered through the world ' the ray s of whose prosperity emanated innn 
merable like those of the sun I The valor and ability which he displayed at Kheltahar, 
even in liis eleventh year, are universally known Possessing such talents and endow 
menls, it occurred to liira that no object however difficult was impossible, and tint what- 
ever was preordained would infallibly take place Under the influence of such impressions, 

he formed the design of restoring the lost dignity, wealth, and possessions of his fathers 

house 

After the death of Raja Chumput, the Emperor Alumgeer commanded the suppres 
sion of the Hindoo religion, and the conversion ofits votanes to the Moohummudan faith, 
for that destroyer of the imperial armies. Raja Chumput, was dead , and no one remained 
to support the religion and rights of the Hindoos, or oppose theMoosulman arms 

** Choukan n said lo be a game sunilar lo cricket It is also termed Gead Goocbcc and Cilce panda. 



Raja Olmmput, having fought Dara Shah, enabled Ourungzeb to ascend the throne : 
but that monarch, unmindful of his ser%dces, bad treated him with treacl.erv and deceit 
which induced him to abandon his service. The Emperor, then, apprehending that he 
would defeat the Soobahdars, whose troops die had so often before subdued, that thej- 
dreaded the fame of his arras and the terror of his name, hesitated in selecting an officer 
coinpetent to conduct the arduous enterprize of subverting his power : and at length deem- 
ed it expedient to proceed to Boondelk,hund for that purpose himself. 

On the approach of the imperial army. Ranee Heeradee thought it prudent to secure 
her independence bj- a tender of allegiance and co-operation. The hostilities which ensu- 
ed, resembled the war with Jus B,heek.um of old, whose strength and valor in battle en- 
abled him, in one day, to slay ten thousand horse and foot j and who was so pre-eminent 
for valor and mighty deeds, that no one could rule his destiny but Sik,hundee, a woman 
higWy favored and supported by Muhadeo; but even then, sbe would have failed without 
the aid of XJijoon, who, accordingly, placing her before bim, advanced discharging arrows. 
%Vben Bjheekum discovered that Sik,hundee was followed by' Urjoou, he discontinued 
fighting, and was by him slain with a single arrow. In like manner was Raja Chumput 
uniformly victorious, until he was deceived and betrayed by Ranee Heeradee. Wonder- 
ful prince ! who defeated his foes, conquered the land, entered the solar orb clad in a 
warlike dress, and now inhabits the heaven of Tndru ! When the sea, according to the 
proverb, bursts its boundary, who can stop the briny flood ? so, the enemies of Raja 
Chnraput, after his death, not encountering the usual opposition, encreased around, rush- 
ed in, and seized the land. As elephants in the forest are afraid to roar when near 
a tiger, but when the tiger is gone, tread it down, roar aloud, and leave their dirt and 
straw ; so, when that tiger in war, Raja Chumput, had departed from this frail world, 
enemies assembled, and established oppressive innovations, which confounded those who 
had lived under his genial sway. 

Koonur Chuttnr Saul received intelligence of the death of bis parents at Suhra, 
whither, in obedience to bis father, be had proceeded. The afflicting information over- 
whelmed him. With grief, his heart was bursting ! sorrow and anguish strove for utter- 
ance, until relieved by a flood of tears. He said, ‘ Sorrow and grief afflict me ! My father 
has left me alone, and whither has he gone ? My mother too is dead I from whom shall 
I now derive comfort and support? Who will solace, soothe and caress me? The com- 
forts and blessings which I derived from my parents, seem now like a dream ! My pros- 
pects, which appeared so flourishing, so brilliant, now, " like the baseless fabric of a 
vision, leave no trace behind."' 

Reflecting on the mutability of worldly affairs, he said, 'Former Rajas, high in station, 
great in power, exalted in dignity and worth, “have walked their hour out upon the stage, 
and now are seen no more !" W^bere is Raja Pree,a Brit from the rut of the wheels 


» “ The ancient Britons were caHed BriAs, from Ae custom of painting Arir naked bodies, and small stidi^ 
of an azure blue, wlucU in Ae language of Ae country was caBed BriA."— ColdsniA's History of England, vol. i. 



i)f vrlose car, oM ocean flomd ? H here la Raja Pn.thoo, who rcgnlated the measure, 
ment of land ? Where is Rojn Junuh, the father of Seela, the wife of Ram CImnd 
who considered pleasure and pain equal’ miere are Rajas Urjoon and B.heem ”wro 
isero brothers, and pledged themselies to assist each other, and conquered eighteen tlk h” 
shuonees “7 All died in war, have passed away, and nothing respecting them, but the 
fame of their iirtue and great deeds, remains '• Thus Chultnr Saul pondered” how the 
great of former ages have died and passed away' His good sense, predominating oier 
futile grief and sorrow, suggested the eipedience of his assuming the reins of government 
and adopting wise and judicious measures, in order to rid the country of the foreign j ole' 
He accordingly proceeded to the river, performed Ills ablutions, and offered Tilanjul't m’ 
tbe names of his deceased parents, then, changing grief and sorrow to greatness of mind 
assumed the government, and proceeded to visit his brother, Ungud Rae, who dunng the 
tumuli of tbe times, bad takea refuge m Deogurha 

On reciting tbe events wbicli Jed to the death of their parents, tears filled tbeir ejes 
Ungud Rae observed, that they had nothing but their valor, talents and cnlcrprize on 
which they could depend for, enemies had every where increased, committed at pleasure 
acta of rapine and deprcd-xlion , while he, by plaints and sighs, could only gne utterance 
to the rage and mortification which inflamed his mmd, at witnessing oppression which he 
could not prevent For, tbe sons of Raja Chumput, like enchanted snakes, possessed 
the will, without the power to injure 

Raja Chuttur Saul observed, that tbe plan which their ruined fortunes rendered ex« 
pedient was to exert their talents, make long and distant marches , lo search of fortune 
traversing the land for, altliough there is no contendiDg with what is preordained, yet 
worldly prosperity invariably abandons the slothful and inactive The onlyobslacJe to this 
design was want of money, wfa^ch, however, could in some degree be obviated by the sale 
of Ins mother 8 jewels, which were deposited in the town of Dilwaree Ungud Rae coa- 
curring in the wisdom and expediency of bis brother’s observations, Chuttur Saul proceeded 
to Dilwaree, disposed of the jewels, and prepared to return But the period having arrived 
for the consummation of his raamage with the young woman to whom he had for some 
time been betrothed, be determined, to celebrate fais nuptials before be attended other 
designs His mother-indaw was of tUnslnous descent, and his wife extremely beautiful 
The Purohit ^ who attended on the occasion, conducted himself with pnde and arro- 
gance, nnbecoming tbe character of a pnest, by adverting to the ruined fortunes of the 
house of Chumput 


p 2 The coincidence a »e least remarkehle, and favon « pteeumptioa that Free, a Bnt, here represented at 

aorerei^ of the ae», waa no other than Bntannia— thus, In ttemostremoteageand coantry,recognlied“ to rule 

the waves 

« An Uk,hshn(mee Is totapoaed of 109,550 *004,53 ulO twaca,21,8?0 chanots.aad 21 SrO elephant*— BVd. 

« 'nianJolU an offenngoflinseed and water, preseatedtowardstheiouth.afterthebunilngof the body— 

** APorohltia a Bramhnn who performs tbe o^ce ota pneat tnIU]aa, &c. 


At tills period, Nirp Jy Singli, 'cvlio held a government in tlie Duk,hnn, received or- A’’ 
ders to detach a strong force to subdue and seize a Raja named Koorum Kool, who had 
thrown off his allegiance to the imperial authority. Chuttur Saul, on observing tbe troops, 
was filled with martial ardor, which induced him to make Jy Singh an offer of his ser- 
vices. With this view, be proceeded to bis [camp, and was received by Jy Singh with 
great courtesy, honor, and respect, who, in accepting his services, used many gratifjing 
expressions too long to relate. 



CHAP. X 

An Accotmt of the Sattle of Veo Guih 


Raja Cliuttur Saulj soon after entering tlie service of Nirp Jy Singli, wrote to TJngud 
Rae, recommending him to join that force On receiving this solicitation, considenngany 
change preferable to the inconveniences of his situation, he proceeded to the camp of Jy 
Singh, who, pleased at acquiring two illustrious, valiant, and intrepid warriors, gave to 
each an appropriate command Although dissatisfied with their situations, yet apprehen- 
sive of the resentment of the Emperor, and anxious to acquire fame and the means of sub- 
sistence, they were induced to bend to circumstances, and remain with Jy Singh Bred 
to arms, they delighted in the scenes of a camp The sound of the warlike drum, roused 
their dormant energies, and filled their minds with martial ardor In battle they led the 
van, and where no one else would go, was Chuttor Saul seen in the thickest of the fight* 
When forts and castles were assailed, he would lead the troops, erecting batteries on 
heights hej ond the range of nuagiuation, whence the cannon vomited hgUtniBg, and dis. 
charged their thunder. 

R-ya Chuttur Sou! was thus employed in the service of Nirp Jy Singh, when tlieNa- 
wab Bahadoor Khan received an imperial mandate to besiege the fort of Deo Gurh Jy 
Singh was therefore called upon to furnish, for that service, oil his disposable force, which 
was accordingly detached, under the command of an officer named Kooka, with whom 
Chuttur Saul was appointed to serve, for, reflecting that his father, atthe time of assisting 
the Emperor at the ford of the Cbumbul, bad exchanged turbans with Bahadoor Khan, 
thereby establishing brotherly intercourse, he was desirous of serving with him, in the hope 
that advantages might result from his friendship, as there could be no doubt that so re* 
markable an occurrence must be well remembered With this ww, be was induced to pro- 
ceed with Kooka, who advanced, march by march, until they arnved near Deo Curb 
where being joined by Bahadoor Khan, they beat the drum of war When the chief of 
Deo Gurh heard the kettle drums, he advanced with seventy thousand men, andoccupied 
the passes in the hills Kooka, finding it impossible to proceed, ordered the artillery to the 
front, and opened a heavy fire on the enemy's van, which was compelled to retire with 
loss 


Raja Chuttur Saul, valiant in war, dreadful in battle, famed for heroic achieveiaeats, 
active, vigorous, and powerful as a tiger, penetrated into tbemidstoftbeDeo Gurh Raja’s 
army , while thousands of balls and arrows discharged at him, fell bke rain around Finn 
and undaunted, redoubling his eObrts, be funoosly attacked the numerous troops by whom 
he was surrounded Entirely disr^gardmg balls and bullets, he inflicted and received 
wounds m the enemy's ranks The foe was confounded The Deotahs were amazed at 
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the fighting of Chattur Saul; and, 'n-hile repelling the attack of thousands, and scattering 
death and destruction around, Kalee delighted to see his svrord dance. His progress 
no one could stop ; for, as soon as an antagonist had raised his sword, Chuttur Saul, by 
superior dexteritj', inflicted a wound; and he was equally skilful in the use of the 
spear. Separated from bis troops, and surrontided by foes, be fought bis way from 
one flank of their army to the other. Wherever he went, victory followed. Disregarding 
severe wounds, he renewed the attack, fighting with such impetnosity and fury, that the 
enemy, believing him to be Kal Roodr*^, took to flight, and abandoned the field. Cbnttar 
Saul obtained lasting fame and renown : for theenemy fled like deer from a tiger. The kettle- 
drums and trampets sounded strains of victory, and Bubadoor Khan ordered the camp to 
he pitched. " Night had now her sable mantle spread” over the ensangoined field, and the 
diflferent chiefs assembled to talk over the occurrences of the eventful day. Chuttnr 
Saul alone was missing; no one had seen him: enquiries were made through the camp; 
but no traces of him could be discovered. His followers went over the field, searching in 
every direction, and loudly calling ' Chuttur Saul !* The echo of the hills alone responded 
‘Chuttur Saul !’ His adherents, alarmed and distressed in mind, roamed about all nisht. 
Evety hour and every watch appeared to them a Kalp The whole night wa* passed 
in fruitless search and anxious expectation ; but no intelligence of Chuttur Sard arrived. 
Dejected, hopeless, and despondent, they renewed their search. Towards the south, all 
was conquered ; but to them, rictory was like defeat; for Chuttur Saul was gone, and 
grief and dismay filled their mind®. 

They said, ‘Let us search for him throughout the day: ifwe find him, itisweH; if not, 
let us die.' Despairing of his safety, they had neither appeased their banger or thirst since 
the battle. Trusting tliat he might still be found, they renewed their enquiries and search. 
At length some one said, ‘ When the enemy fled, I follotved with about twenty horse to a 
considerable distance in an easterly direction; and after the sun was set, discontinued the 
pursuit in order to return to camp, and observed a remarkable occuirence : at some dis- 
tance, there was a horse saddled and bridled, which the horsemen tried to secure : and 
on approaching him for that purpose, perceived a young man lying wounded on the 
ground ; and when any one went near, the horse ran at him, in order to defend his 
master.’ On obtaining this information, five or six horsemen proceeded to the spot, 
where they immediately recognized the charger of Cbnttar Saul, standing near him, 
and fanning off the flies with his tail ! On observing the wonderful instinct and saga- 
cily of the animal, in protecting his master from birds and beasts of prey, and no less ra. 
pacions man, theybestowedon him great admiratioa and applause: but on their approach, 
the horse ran at them; obliging them to retire, separate, and advance from different direc- 
tions, so that when the horse pursued, some others approached. On raising up Chuttur 
Sanl, they discovered that life still remained. They then relumed thanks to God for his 
safety, paid their obeisance to their wounded chief, and gave Mm some water and a betel 


^ Kal Roodf swBifies MuHadeo, who seizes tic meJs of aH. 
** A kalp is foar cses. See note £9. 
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leaf, wLjcli much revised him On relating to him the ne\rs of (lie victory, he expressed 
greatsatisfaclion Tlielioiseheingsecuredjtlieyproreeitedto camp Tlie good qualilits 
and instinct of the animal were the theme of general admiration The u ounds of the Raja 
were dressed, and his courage fame and heroism acknowledged and extolled bj all, except 
Buhadoor Khan, to whom the \alor and intrepidity of Cliuttur Saul, and the wonderful 
instinct of the horse, had been minutely reported He expressed admiration at the saga- 
city of the animal , but did not bestow a word of approbation at the deeds of Cliuttur Saul 
He was prompt in lavishing encomiums on the fops about his person, but did not con 
cern himself, or ask about the wamorswho bravely fought, bled, or died on the field of 
battle 

When news of this victory reached the Emperor, he expressed Ins approbation and 
applause, and immediately increased the Munsub of the Nuwab, who was consequently 
indebted for Ins advancment to the intrepidity and heroism of Chuttur Saul All m fact 
owed their advancement to him , for Ins valor, talents, and high destiny occasioned every 
thing he undertook, and all who were cooceraed with him, to prosper 
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CHAP. XL 

Events zvhich led lo Peace, and an Alliance ivilh Soohh Knrun. 

The valor, talent, and heroism of Cliuttnr Saul, conferred on Kooka and Buhadoor 
■ Khan the credit of a brilliant victory ; but the people of the country, hearing of the Ra- 
ja’s prowess and mighty deeds, flocked from all directions to see him, and returned grati- 
fied at having beheld the warlike chief, of whom they had heard so much. 

Buhadoor Khan, after the reduction of Deo Curb, proceeded to the Dukhun ; but 
Chuttur Saul, though so eminently distinguished and meriting advancement, derived no 
benefit from his gallant services. Disgusted at the treatment he esperienced, and con- 
vinced that no permanent advantage would result from remaining with the Sloosulmans, 
he pondered on the wars his father had waged with the Emperor, conquering the Soobab- 
dars, destroying their troops and resources, and widely extending his domains ; difiusing 
through them the blessings of peace ; while his goodness, virtue, and fame were the theme 
of every tongue; and, at length, came to the conclusion, that merely because he was Raja 
Chumput’s son, he was treated with the neglect, scorn, and contempt which he had expe- 
rienced. ‘ In consenting,’ he said to himself, ‘ to serve under the man with whom my father 
exchanged turbans I considered him in the light of a friend; but what can be e.xpect- 
ed from an illiterate blockhead, who cannot discern the difference between Kitab ^ and 
Kubab. The only fruit I have gathered from serving with Buhadoor Khan, has been ple- 
nitude of difficulty, trouble and vexation. I maintained the dignity, the fame, and the glory 
of the Chuttree faith; but this Nuwab has not noticed my services even with a nod of ap- 
probation : displaying, however, merit, worth, and talents to an ignorant man, is like play- 
ing on a Been®’^ to a buffalo, perfuming the body of an ass, or planting the lotos, an aqua- 
tic plant, in a garden, or like rain on saline earth which absorbs all and yields nothing; 
or giving counsel to the deaf, shewing pictures to the blind, or expecting to gather fruit 
from thistles ; even so it is, to be in the sersdce of a fool.’ 

Great dissensions have from time to time prevailed in the world respecting religion 
between the Hindoos and Moosulmans, and given rise to as much rancor and animosity 
as existed in days of yore between the Soors and Usoors. From the time that Oumng- 
zeb ascended the throne, a great persecution of the Hindoos commenced : their temples 
were pulled down ; their places of religious resort destroyed ; their images mutilated ; and 
a tax was levied on every house. The Rajpoots of the adjacent country were con- 


“ The ceremony of exchanging turbans implies, that the parlies thenceforth become as brothers. 
* Kitab signifies booh, and Kubab roasted meat. 

^ A musical instrument. 



I qnered, made obedient to the Emperor, and poxrerful armic's were sent against tliose 
who resisted Ins commands All were redaced to submission except one Rnjn, named 
SlieoRaj who set a noble example of heroism and independence, overran cle\en pro- 
vinces, levied contributions, seized the Soobahdars and destro} ed the imperial troops,wlio 5 e 
efforts he s icces'^fiilly continued to repel Chuttur Saul, hearing of the fame of Raja Slieo 
Raj formed the design of offering him his services, but the dilBculty of carrying it into 
execution appeared almost insurmountable for, intercourse between the Emperor s and 
the Raja s country had ceased , the roads were blockaded and strictly watched, and every 
person passing from one slate to the otler was immediately put to death Chuttur 
Saul, howeier, in order to avoid the difficulty and peril of the undertaking, quitted the 
camp, accompanied bj his family, for the ostensible purpose of hunting deer with leopards 
and, having for some time diverted himself willi the sports of the field, traversed the 
forests and hills of the Dukhun, and passed the night m an extensive wilderness The 
next morning, he proceeded with the sun on his left , and when the solar orb approached 
the west, he and the Ranee bore its scorching rays on their backs Encmiragin<*lus 
followers to submit to difficulties, fatigue, and privations, be continued his journey, direct- 
ing Ills course at night bj the btars, and m the da), by the sun The party subsisted on 
venison procuredm the forest Proceeding through the passes in the hills, they arrived 
at a river named the B,beemra , and on crossing if, halted in the forest, at the foot of hills, 
abounding m tigers 

Tn traversing the country, the Raja had left the guards and outposts some distance 
on his right, which enabled iiim to elude their vigilance Resuming his journe}, he was 
met by Raja Sheo Raj who received him with great honor and distinction, rose at his 
approach, expressed much gratification at Ins arrival, sealed him next to himself, and 
with much urbanity, enquired info the cause of his crossing the B,heemra, a river so sel- 
dom visited from the Emperor s dominions 

Chuttur Saul proceeded to relate the events which had induced him to quit his couo 
try Sheo Raj with pleasure and attention listened to the account of battles and heroic 
Bchievements, and thus addressed him 'Illustrious Chief conquer and subdue your foes' 
resume and ruleyournative land' destroy the Emperor s army ' slay the Turks and5fogufs, 
and trust not that deceitful race ' and whenever they evince an intention of attacking jou 
1 will distract their attention, and subvert their plans, by active co-operation When they 
opposed us, Sree hluha Ranee Bhowanee came to our aid confiding in her favor and pro- 
tection, I fear no Mooslira power Numerous were the nobles of that deceitful race by 
whom I was assailed, on whom I tried the temper of my blade, and whom I slew Return 
then to your native land , levy an army , expel the invaders , grasp the sword and Kun- 
teeya®® will protect you in the day of battle for does not the Chuttree faith consist 
in protecting the cow and the Bramhuns, in gnarding the Veda, in shewing skill and valor 
inbattle ? and if you lose your life, will you not through the solar orb enter the mansions 
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ofbliss, enjoying plenitude of happiness and repose? If victorious, yon vrill repossess your 53 
country, and immortalize your name. If in this quarter we attack the enemy, the fame 
of the deed will be mine. It is therefore expedient to commence liostilities in your own 
dominions, where your reputation will gain many adherents ; success will crown your 
efforts, and your glory and renown remain emblazoned in the annals of time.’ Thus coun- 
selled the brave Siieo Raj, and taking off his sword, girded it on the loins of Chuttur 
Saul, and gave him leave to depart ; repeating, with friendship and cordiality, wishes for 
his success, in the speedy subjugation of his enemies. 

During this address, and on receiving the sword, mighty’ ideas filled the mind, and 
martial ardor glowed on the face of Chuttur Saul. 

Having deliberated on the advice of Sheo Raj, he recrossed the Bheemra ; and un- 
derstanding that there were many Boondelas in the Dukhun, serving with Soobh Kurun, 
who had waged great wars, conquered the refractory, and on account of whose valor and 
intrepidity the Emperor had pardoned three murders he had committed, Chuttur Saul 
was induced to send him intimation of his approach, at which Soobh Kurun express- 
ed much pleasure, proceeded to meet him, and, conducting him to bis camp, lodged him in 
his own tents, seated him above all his chiefs, and every’ day' gratified him with fresh in- 
stances of friendship and hospitality. After remaining there some time, Chuttur Saul pre- 
pared to depart, when Soobh Kurun offered, if he would remain with him, to intercede in 
his behalf with the Emperor, who, at his recommendation, would probably advance him 
to a station suitable to his birth, rank, and talents ; adding, that he might then remain at 
home, contented, affluent, and happy. 

Chuttur Saul firmly replied ; ' I formerly accepted a Munsub, and served the Moosul- 
mans; but experience taught me, that were I to sacrifice my life in their service, they 
would neither be pleased nor satisfied. Never, therefore, will I again rely upon them. 

Were I to remain at home, my fame and renown would never be known. I have therefore 
determined to attack, route, and defeat their armies, be they overwhelming as the waves 
of the ocean ; and, happen what may, remain independent. 

Soobh Kurun was astonished at the bold ideas which filled the mind of Chuttur 
Saul: but thought it impossible for him, without troops, treasure, country, or home, to car- 
ry so mighty an enterprize into execution : knowing him, how’ever, to possess an exalted 
genius, and to be capable of forming and executing great designs, he deemed it proper to 
let him depart, in order to afford him an opportunity of proving whether his valor, talents, 
and enterprize were equal to the mighty design he had formed. ^ 

The power and authority of the Emperor bad beengeneraliy acknowledged and esta- 
blished, the temples and holy places of the Hindoos pulled down, and tiieir hearts trembled 
at beholding the sacrilegious destruction of all they held sacred and dear; for, an imperial 
mandate had been received by Fidaee Khan, stating, ihat “ in the city of Oorch,ha the 
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Hindoos practised the riles of idoFatri, sounding the Sunkfi”, ringing bells, making offer 
ings to the manes of deceased ancestors, putting marks on their foreheads, weving neck- 
laces, and conducting tliemsehes with contumely, pride, and presumption, that bythe tole 
ration of such rites, infidelity remained m the world, tint the sound of the Sunkh pre 
Tented Moohummudans going to lieiven, and tbit it had therefore become expedient to 
suppress those customs, and to decree that tlieir temples should be destroyed, and raoiques 
bullion their sites, tliatif the temples were new or repaired, their upper parts should beds 
molished, and minarets erected, in ordertlntthey might become mosques for Moohutnmudan 
woiship, tliatMoollahs should be appointed to read in them the glorious Qooran, praj 
morning and evening with a loud voire, and that Qazees should be nominated for the admi 
nistration of justice, for mtli the equity of the Qazec God is well pleased, ' it being obvi 
ous, that when their temples no longer existed, their faith would dwindle anaj 

On the receipt of this decree, Fwlaec Khan prepared to carry it into execution Ap 
prehending, however, that the Boondelas would assemble in defence of their religion, he 
collected the imperial forces, amounting to eighteen thousand men, and vowing the de- 
struction of the infidels, should they oppose the iinpernl mandate, unfurled his standard 
and encamped at Dhoom Ghaut When the valiant Raja DImrmgund be^rd of the de- 
sign and preparations of the Moosulmans, he prepared for battle, advanced to Bhoom 
Ghaut, and attaiked their army, like an enraged tiger amid a herd of elephants, slew 
many, put thereat to flight, and obtained a signal victory Ficlaee Khan amazed at the 
sudden attack, rapid defeat and dispersion of his troops, measured the road of flight with 
such precipitation, that, liis turban coming undone, formed a long streamer m the wind, as 
he npidly fled from the field, and crossing the river in Gopachul ”, halted m a garden 

When Soobli Kurun received information of the Emperor's troops having been de 
feated, he felt greatly alarmed, thinking, that as hostilities bad been commenced, the re- 
sentment of the Empeior would be like the rage of a wounded tiger, and bis displeasure 
at the conduct of Ciiuttur Saul, be levelled at him, for having connived at the hostile dr 
signs of that chief for the Boondelas, recollecting how Raja Chumput opposed the 
Emperor, conquered and ruled the land, called to mind Ins virtues and heroic deeds, the 
manner in which he pondered on the art of war, and all day long lamented that Kaja Chum- 
put was no more ’ They said, ‘Were he now alive, then might we, asm times past, seek bis 
aid, and entrust our families to Iiis protecting care ' Soobli Kurun, reasoning with him 
self, continued ‘ Should Chuttur Saul overthrow the Moosulmans, it will be most grati- 
fying and auspicious But if they, recollecting the murders I committed, send an army to 
attack me, I shall be involved in inextncable difficulties ’ Thus, sensations of pleasure 
mingled with fear filled the mind of Soobh Kurun, who at length deemed it expedient 
to seek alliance with Chuttur Saul, for, as he appeared to harbour no recollection of his 
opposition to his father, he thought he might with perfect safety repose implicit confi- 


The saCTcd sbell sounded bj tbe Bnishoiu 
’a Gopacbul appears to be a tract of coontiy treat of tbe Desaua river 



dence in him ; and, therefore, sent a person to Chuttur Saul, who after the usual enquiries 55 
and honorary distinctions, interrogated the messenger on the purport of his mission ; and 
was accordingly informed, that, in consequence of the Emperor’s design of abolishing the 
Hindoo religion, Soobh Kurun was much dejected, had often called to mind the bril- 
liant deeds of Chumput Rae ; and, continually lamenting that he no longer existed to ha- 
rass and defeat the imperial troops, had sent him to say, that if the valiant Chuttur Saul 
would condescend to visit him, he would communicate bis sentiments at large, and adopt 
such measures as active co-operation might require. Raja Chuttur Saul accordingly 
proceeded to visit Soobh Kurun, who after receiving him with great honor and distinc- 
tion, said : ‘ Supporter of the Chuttree faith 1 the eyes of all are turned to you ! You may 
realize their hopes and wishes ! Since the day your father died, the dynasty of the Hin- 
doos has drooped, Moosuhnan power predominated. You were born to restore, and throw 
lustre on the Chuttree faith ! Who but you can reinstate the oppressed Hindoos in their 
pristine rights, re-establish their independence, and the free exercise of their religion ? 

You, who have conceived, alone are capable of executing, the great and glorious design ! 

Gird, then, on the sword, and joy will gladden the heart of every Boondela.’ 

Chuttur Saul, who had listened with attention, with a laugh of exultation said: '' In 
obedience to the injunction of my father, I have drawn the sword; and while I live, 
there will be no cause to fear the Moosulmans. In regard to war, my sentiments are known ; 
but as the Emperor will doubtless take the field, and raise commotion in the land, it will 
be prudent first to deliberate whether or not I shall be able to support the load which I 
am about to lift.’ 

Soobh Kurun, on hearing this reply, cast his eyes on the ground, and paused; hut 
soon he thus expressed his thoughts. ‘ When the sword was grasped by Chumput Rae, the 
land for the gloiy of its arms was famed 1 The imperial troops he harassed and defeated, 
stripped of their laurels, reconquering the enslaved dominions! From valiant Oordeea 
Jeet descended, who could withstand his prowess? The valor of others is yet unproved; 
but the posterity of Oordeea Jeethas never yet been deficient in courage, talent, and mighty 
deeds. When Raja Chumput attacked the Moohummudans, be put them to flight as 
the ferocious tiger does a herd of elephants ; and are not you, his son, from that illustrious 
race descended? Then to j'ou it is, we fealty and allegiance owe, and swear support in 
all your plans ; and, from this day forth, should any treacherous and disaflected prove, or 
his lawful chief deceive, betray, may he, of distress, trouble, and ingratitude the pangs 
sustain.’ Then, in the grasp of Chuttur Saul, his sword he placed, and, with both hands 
resting on his head, an oath of fealty swore, and thus in pious strain exclaimed ; ‘Long may 
the power divine, of our faith its champion shield, victory granting o’er the Bloslem 
troops, religion re-establishing; and, for length of days to come, the fruits maybe, of 
pious valor reap: for, in anxious e.xpectation, Boondelas all, peace and independence 
seek from illustrious Chumput’s son.” 



CHAP XII 


Chullnt Saul lakes the FiehU and uses many Atgumenls to xnducehs Bro 
iher liuUunShtth to join tn the War 


Rnjah Cliultur Snul, after hjs intervien with Soobh Kurun, proceeded to Ouronga 
bid, in order to visit Beer Buldao, who received him with the usual honor, courlesj.and 
hospitalitj Chuttur Saul, revealing to I im the design he had formed, invited him to join 
in theenterprize, and represented the advantages which would result from their delibera 
tioiis and unanimity , for when Ram andLuclimun united in war, they slew Rawun when 
Raja Chumput v, ns in league w ith Sujjnn Rae, thej defeated the imperial forces and if ue 
also confederate, we shall doubtless be equally successful m subduing the Sloosulmans, 
and making our names famed and renowned by the performance of valiant just, and 
mighty deeds 

DewanBuldvo, delighted at the 'irdor energj, and enterprise of Chuttur Saul ohserr 
ed that the characteristic of true courage and greatness is fortitude and resignation 
under the pressure of misfortune , never jielding to feelings of despondency, or allowing 
the distresses of life to depress the mind, on all occasions using language, mild and con 
dinting soothing the unlnppy and bestowing on the meritorious encomiums and ap 
plause Then will joui followers serve with cheerfulness and gratitude, and one man be 
equal to a hundred of those who me not influenced by feelings of attachment, respect 
and esteem Such 0 Chuttur Saul I is the basis of all that is good and great To a 
person of your superior talents and enlightened mind this line of procedure, not 
being so difficult ns with ordinary men, will soon become habitual In all your measures^ 
I will be your counsellor, companion, and friend , anticipate your wishes, participate your 
actions as far as they appear conformable to the dmne will to which all must with re 
verence bend, for the Deity, though invisible, is omnipresent minutely observing the ac- 
tions of men Before, therefore, I embark in your arduous and daring enferpnze, I 
must pause in order, by some type or sign, to ascertain whether or not it be consonant 
to the will of God 

Chuttur Saul, in assenting to the proposal, said, * Let us, in order to ascertain the will 
ofneaven, take two pieces of paper, andwnteon one, *War with the Emperor,’ and on the 
other, * Conciliation and peace,’ and deposit them before the Creator, and afterwards take 
up one, and the contents of it shall be considered as revealing the divine will If it be 
for war, it shall be irrevocable , and if for peace, I pledge myself to abandon hostile 
enterprize ' 


Mao having cooaeoled to the adopUon of this plan, the papers we prepared and 
deposited, and on ,11, lerate boy, being sent to bring one of than, , eta, oed „ith that on 
which it was written, War with the Emperor.’ 
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Buldao, from tins auspicious prognostic, feeling a conviction that Chuttur Saul 
would subdue the imperial army, exclaimed : ' Thou, 0 Chuttur Saul, art predestined, 
like the moon, to illume the world !-lhy followers, like the stars, to accompany thy ca- 
reer of glory ! To join in warfare none will now decline ; promptly, therefore, let us march, 
and victory will requite our toils.’ Both being influenced by the same impression, they 
took the field; and crossing the Nurbudda, entered the Boondela territories, in the year of 
the Sumbut mra 1728. 


Chuttur Saul, then in his twenty-second year, had five active and handsome chargers, 
five horsemen, and twenty-five foot soldiers, to whom he disbursed money; and, burying 
in a place of security his jewels and other valuables, of which lie had no immediate need, 
left Bulehtee, and encamped at Moogdan, where he joined Buldao, whom he urged to march 
without delay. That chief, however, suggested the propriety and expediency of his first 
proceeding to Bijowee, to visit his brother Rutnn Shah, in order to prevail on him to join 
in the war. He accordingly went to his brother, and after reciprocal embraces and ex- 
pressions of afieclion, informed him of the enterprize he had undertaken, and invited him 
to join in expelling the Moosulmans and despoiling the Emperor’s dominions : adding, that 
he at any rate was resolved to restore and protect t!ie faitii, reconquer his native land, 
and ravage the imperial territory, convinced, that when the Moosulmans were furiously 
assailed, panic would spread through their ranks, their soldiers be routed, many would 
desert and join his forces, and that, in defence of the faith the whole country would rise 
in arms. ‘ Thus,’ he continued, ‘ at the head of a powerful army, I shall wage war, levy contri- 
butions, and grant no respite till the enemy consents to pay the chout. He may then 
remain unmolested: — hence, the advantages of war appear both manifest and manifold.’ 

Rutan Shah replied ; ‘ Contemplate, my brother, the unnumbered troops, the immense 
wealth, the unlimited power of the Emperor ; contrast them with your feeble means of op- 
position, and think how you will be able to do these things. Where is your army ? 
Where are your resources? Who have you to aid and defend you?’ 

Chutfur Saul replied : ‘ My protector is the Almighty. He will assist and defend me : 
for when his servant treads the path of peril, he is guarded by an invisible protector ; and 
while he sleeps exposed to danger. He, who never slumbers, watches at his head. He 
knows our secret thoughts, conveys a knowledge of future events, and gives power and 
strength of mind, to those who trust in Him, to form and execute great designs. I have 
perfect confidence and faith in God; the fountain of bounty, the source of all miracles. 
He who rules and governs the life and mind of man will enable me to accomplish the de- 
sign which His wisdom has instilled. You recollect the fable of an elephant going in a 
river, and being seized by an alligator, pulling in his distre.ss a flower of the lotus, and 
making an offering of it to Yishnoo, who, immediately receiving the oblation, released 
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the noble quadruped from the alligator’s teeth - and was notPruhlad*^, wliolong sulTered 
undeserved hardship and oppression, at length delivered by Ins piety and trust m God? 
The Vedas and Poorans also bear testimony to the power of the Almighty to aid and assist 
mankind in times of sudden misfortune Who can, then, sufficiently return thanks to Him 
whose omnipotence is manifest in all his works , who, when a design is undertaken, instils 
wisdom equal to the performance of it, and who, for the different offices of life, has 
appointed four distinct classes, the Grumhuns, the Cbuttrees, the Vueeshus, arid the 
Slioodrus, who perform the duties of their different avocations and as God has given us 
bands and feet to enable us to support ourselves in oar different stations, it is proper (hat 
every person should perform the duties appertaining to his situation, by which he may 
attain afOuence, and render himself useful, respected, and honored in the world At the 
creation, God appointed for the Cbuttrees the profession of the sword, in order that they 
might conquer distant lands, and subsist on that which they obtain in war. Hence it is 
incumbent on us to free our country from the Emperor’s grasp ’ Although Cbuttur Saul 
thus continued to explain that hostile measures were confornlable to the Vedas and 
Poorans, and in every way justifiable, Rutun Shah would on no account consent to 
co-operate in the war, as it appeared to him wholly impossible thatil could be attended 
with success 


PruhUd was the son of sa Impious moaarch named Birenalf usap, aad w»i ever repeallox the oaree of Bba- 
f aeat (God) , and notwithstandinx the f rohibitiona of bia father, reotber, or tutor, he still perierered in his pletj 
with the utmost Arrauess, ereo onto death He was tbrowa !oto fire aod water without meiriox toy detrineot. 
Noaword eoull touch him, and in the pntioptyof pietf be was perfeetlx inrnlDerable After ten thousand trials of 
hlsinA xible virtue, the relentless tyraot one daj said, ’Pruhlad, you iiif that Bbagarut is preseot erery where, aad 
that he la inreloped in erery part of nature 1$ he then ui this pillar of the palace, or is he not 1’ Fruhlad repLed, 
’Most certainly be is* The Ditye then in great wrath raued aloft the golden sceptre that swayed the world, and 
laid, ’ If your Bhagavat be m this pillar, lee only what kind of homage 1 ihall pay him ,* asd with all bum gbt, 
struck tt e piUsr On the instant of the blow, a itemeodous lOice issued from the smitten eoluon, which caused an 
unircrsnl trembling throughout the palace At the close of dey, the pillar hurst asunder, and Vishuoo started forth 
in the form of Narn Singh, (or a man lioo ) The aurrounding Dityes fled away in amaze of horror, The moun- 
tains end ocean forsook their places tVomeo with child miacarrted whererer the roice was heard, and all the Di- 
tyes were precipitated into the abyss of bell Hirenahassup, however, stood firm in battle for two hoars Dbugu- 
Tan then dragged the struggling Ditye by the hair of bia head to a vault beosnth the threshold of the palace. 
There, extending I im across bis thighs, tore open hia belly with his claws, aod, faithful to the tutloct of the aaimal 
whose form be had assumed, quaffed the blood of the disemboweled aionareb.— d/aarfee 

The four Vedas, it is well known, are the great storehouse of Sunaereet learning i they are said ongtnsUy to 
bare been but three In number, the fourth being supposed to hare been composed in & period many centuries later 
than the other three The argument adranced on the subject la twofold The first arises from the very singu- 
lar circumstance of only lAret Vedas having been menlioiied ia the most ancient and venerable of the Hindoo writ 
ers , and the names of those three Vedas occur in tbeir proper order in the compound word Rigyajusbama, that 
is to say, the Rig Veda, the Y ijush VeJi, and the Saman Veda. The second argument is drawn from the maoifeit 
difference in the style between the fourth, or Athawao Veda, and the three before named That of the latter it now 
grown so obsolete as hardly to be intelligible to the Brahminsof Benares, aod to appear almost a diffcreut detect of 
the Sunscrcet , wli lo that of the former is comparatirely modern, and may be easily read even by a learner of that 
aaeredUnguagf, with the ad of a dictionary — Asiatic Researches, rol i p 316,347 fnd Antiq toI vu p 530,671 
Sir W Jones, in the Asiatic Researches, To1 iii p 289, has declared U to be his firm belief, that the three prior Ve- 
das are above JOOO years old, and to the ^ajasbVedain particular, he assigns the probable ata of IS80 years 
before the birth of Christ, which is nine years pnor to the birth of Afoaes, and ninety years hefore Moses departed 
from Egypt with the Israelites.— Indtto Antiquities, vol vu p 582 




CHAP. XIIL 

Of the Defeat of MooJmmmud HasJdm, and theBoondela Keshoo Rae. 

■ 

Raja Chiittur Saul, as lias been recorded, rras famed for his valor, piety, and desire 
to restore and defend the Cfauttree faith for his exalted idea of divine omnipotence, and 
for his opinion of the expediency of every person following a profession : but all he could 
say on these subjects to Rutun Shah, was insufficient to induce him to join in the war. 
He therefore regretted having passed eighteen days with him to no purpose. 

Chuttur Saul had then a dream, in which a. voice proclaimed, ' Gird on your sword.’ 
Then forthwith appeared the Earth personified, a damsel beautiful, in attitude of sup- 
plication, soliciting protection from her enemies. The silver morn had now begun to 
dawn ; the zephyr to expand the blossoms of the lotus 5 the eastern horizon became of 
ruddy hue, and darkness fled approaching day. The songsters of the feathered race, who 
had by night been separated, now loudly chirped a joyous meeting, and, with songs of 
varying melody, hailed the solar orb. All nature now was smiling, when from gratefulslum- 
ber Chuttur Saul awoke. Resolved to waste no farther time, his chargers he ordered to 
be brought, his warriors to arm. Promptly all were clad in mail. Their horses capari- 
soned, the signal to advance the horns and pipes proclaimed. They had not far proceed- 
ed, when Buldao came to meet his friend. Their united bands arrived at Ourcehra, where 
the camp was pitched. The news of Chuttur Saul’s advance to Boondela cars 
was grateful. Baqee Khan came to meet, and to receive the valiant Raja as his guest. 
Accepted was the proffered hospitality : and bonds of amity the two chiefs bound ; such 
as with Soogrevn the famed Ram Chunder formed, when, with his brother Luchmun, he 
to Lunka went to claim bis wife, the captive Seeta, from the giant Rawun’s grasp. Deli- 
berations weighty then ensued ; the basis forming of impending war. 

Chuttur Saul was then elected chief, and Raja of all Boondelas ; and it was agreed 
that in right of sovereignty, he should retain fifty-five per cent, on captured property, and 
the remaining forty-five per cent, form the right of Beer Buldao, an arrangement which 
gave mutual satisfaction. By courteous conversation, Chuttur Saul won the hearts of 


’’ UTien Ramchundcr and bis brother Lucbninn were proceeding in search of Sects, they met the giant 
Knhundhu, whom they destroyed. This giant immediately assumed another body, and informed Ramn that behad 
formerly lived in the heaven of Indru, but had been enrsed and sent dotra to tslce the body of a Rahshnsu. He 
then informed Rama that two brothers fmonkies) Soogrees’u andBaalee were in a state of warfare, Baalee having 
seduced his brother’s wife ; he therefore advised Ramu to destroy Baaliee, and contract analliance with Soogreevu, 
by whose means he should obtain Seeta. Ramu took this advice, and having destroyed B^ee, restored oogreevu 
to his kingdom. To prove his gratitude to Ramu, Soogreevu collected his army of monkies, and sent them to seek 
for Seeta. The monVes who went southward, met Sunipatce, a vulture without wings, brother to dalayoo, whoia- 
formed them that he had seen Seeta at Lunka. — Ward, 



Ills adherents Amons tlemselres they were unanimous , and the vest of lalor wearine 
aU prepared for war At this period, his followers eonsisled only of thirty liorsemen and 
three hundred fool soldiers With these he entered the territory of Kaja Itundheer, who, 
cordial m Ins cause, sent his son to welcome his approach ’ 

The veterans who mtk Chumput R* had fought, on hearing news of Chuttur Siu! s 
advance, came from different parts to Bght benealli Ins banner. The lUjdofDhureer, 
however, influenced by a former animosity, drew out his troops to oppose the advance of 
Chuttur Saul, who accordingly led his force against them, drove them off the field, and 
plundered Dhureer and the adjacent towns and country, in retaliation for the treatment 
which Raja Chumput had, in Ins distress, experienced fiom the Rhureer chief, who 
no longer able to shew a front, fled to the fort of Sukraee, which was immediately invest- 
cd by Chuttur Saul Unprepared for a siege, the garrison was soon reduced to great 
distress, and the Dhureer Raja compelled to solicit terms , and on his consentin" to sur- 
rendertlie fort, the troops were allowed to march out with the honors of war That chief 
then expressed awish to unite in closer lies of amity wuli Ciiuttur Saul, by offer of his 
daughtenn marriage Chuttur Saul assented, and received a heera, or prepared betel leaf, 
theusualtokenof amarnagc contract He then captured Rutuu Curb, and proceeding 
thence to Surouj, pitched his camp at Khoonda Ohaut. 

Moohumtnud Hashim Khan, on receiving intelligence of this irruption, united bis 
troops with those of Annuud Rae, a chief of Bimka's force, and advanced to attack Chuttar 
Saul , but that wary chief, sensible that the Ufglians were hardy, brave, ami inured to war, 
did not deem it prudent to incur the loss and hazard of a general action , and therefore 
placed a portion of his troops m ambush, and by gradual retreat, drew the enemy on the 
ambuscade Complete nas the surprise' Of Ufghans fifty fell ' Panic prevailed among 
the rest, and they fled without stopping until they reached Surouj Hashim Khan lost 
many men in this retreat— Annund Rae grew pale— and neither again ventured to leave 
that town, whence no one else went forth 

With thousand tongues did Rumour then, the fame of Chumput’s son through distant 
lands repeat ! He next attacked and took Oorcehrub, where he captured a considerable 
quantity of treasure, then pillaged the country , but feeling compassion for the vanquished 
Patels, permitted them to depart without exacting contributions He then returned to 
Oorcehruh in order to watch Surouj, and receiving intimation that a chief named Khahq who 
dwell in Dhurounee, had placed lus guards in the neighbouring villages, he determined to 
reduce his power, and with tliat view advanced, plundering the country, took the town of 
Piprahut, where he capture 1 some valuable horses, and proceeding to Dhou'‘aSaugor, 
was hailed by the peasantry with welcome gralulations Zuineendars of note here came 
to solicit his protection Proceeding thence to Hunoolok, a place celebrated for (he 
Hunooman^^ or blatk-faced species of monkey, he performed devotions m remembrance 

The black faced mnnkey, the sw j of the god rnrnau (the god of the wiada and the messenger of the goJs' 
by a female monkey, »s bthevi.d to bt a » Inearaatioaof Sbisa The H ndjos worship this god, on the r birth y, 
to obtain long hfe, which they luj pose this monkey can bestow, as he U immoital When llunooman fint saw 



of that mcarnation of the Deity, and bent his coarse towards Dhanionee, taking possession 
of Lukhrounee, Ram Curb, Gisbid, Khejwa and other towns, whose inhabitants had fled 
on his approach, and taken refuge in the hills. During this interval Khaliqhad collected his 
troops, and marched to offer battle. The Boondela champion, hearing drums, advanced to 
meet them. As Chuttur Saul approached, fear spread her influence through the ranks of 
Khaliq, whose arrogance was humbled by the .sudden desertion of his troops. Chuttur 
Saul thenplunderedChundurpoor,reduced that town to ashes, despoiled the adjacent coun- 
try, and slew many of its inhabitants. Khaliq again collected his force, and proceeded to 
Ramgurh to offer buttle : a conflict tliere ensued ; but liis troops, dreading the prowess, 
enterprize, and talent of Chuttur Saul, gave way and fled, and were pursued with great 
slaughter. His colours, drums, and bazars were captured, his army was annihilated; he 
was taken prisoner, and consented to pay a ransom of thirty thousand rupees ; but the peo- 
ple of his country refused compliance. Chuttur Saul then demanded and obtained an order 
on Keeshoo Rae, who collected the revenue of Bansa. When it was presented to that 
chief, he hurled it on the ground, ran it through with bis sword, and, with utterance of 
anger, insult, and defiance, prepared for war. 

When the news of this procedure was announced to Chuttur Saul, he released Khaliq 
from captivity, and marched towards Bansa. On his approach. Keeshoo Rae moved to 
the neighbouring village of Senthee, and there drew out his troops: arrogantly exclaim- 
ing, ' Who is Chuttur Saul ? IVhere is he ? Let him bxit advance, and I will quickly put his 
skill and courage to the test. His name is famed for deeds of arms ; but 1 will this day 
shew the extent of his prowess in defence of the Chuttree faith.’ 

Chuttur Saul no sooner had of this proud boasting heard, than impatience loosed 
his curb, and gallopping in front of Keeshoo Rae, exclaimed, ‘ Proud chief, advance ! 
But that you may not regret not having had the advantage of the first assault, you are now 
at liberty to take it, with sword, matchlock, spear or arrow.’ During this defiance, in 
expectation mute and breathless, stood the confronting hosts. On the arm at length, did 
Keeshoo Rae strike Chuttur Saul, who bis skill applauded; then his lance discharging 
full on the side that chief he struck ! Recovering from the blow, Keeshoo Rae his bril- 
liant bladed sabre drew, and fiercely rushed on Chuttur Saul, who, cool, collected, sure, a 
proper time awaiting, continued but to parry, until, at length, a blow be struck, across the 
face of Keeshoo Rae, penetrating deep within the skull. Prompt from his horse that 
chief was hurled, and to the shades departed. 

After this combat, Chuttur Sanl plundered Bansa and Budee Pitaree, and entered the 
state of Baqee Khan. 


tte rising snn, thinking it b ripe fruit, he leaped up to the residence of the god of day, and seiied bis chanot. In- 
dru, fearing that Hnnooman ivould swallow the glorious luminars-, with his thnnaerhoU smote him to Ae earth, 
wliere he lay lifeless. In his fall he brohe his cheek bone, whence his name is derived } com unoo, e c ce • 
bone.— ITcrd!. 



CHAP. XIV. 


Of thcBafth nitk Syyid JBahadoor., and the joining of the Boondela Chieft 
*» the War, 


Raja CLuttur Saul remained in the dominiona ofBaqee Rlian ontil his wounds were 
healed 

One day having gone in the forest, sltglilly attended, to enjoy the pleasures of the 
chase, he was engaged killing deer and wild hoes, when suddenly intelligence was brought 
of the approach of the enemy The spies of Syyid Buhadoor, having quickly conveyed 
to him intimation of Chuttiir Saul Iiavingenfered the forest, attended only by a few horse- 
in'n, that chief rapidly advanced to seize him CLuttur Saul, enraged at the interruptioa 
of Ills sport, made immediate arrangements for his defence, which were no sooner com. 
pleled than Buhadoor Khan arriving, endea\oQred to surround him , but the Raja’s judi- 
cious measures and superior skill rendered Buhadoor Khan the dupe of Ins own artifice 
for, the Raja having posted his men in ambush, received him when least expected, with a 
general discharge of firearms and arrows, an event so sudden, and by which they so 
severely suffered, that inOuenced by panic and dismay, they retired with precipitation 

CliutturSaul then proceeded to Dhoom Ghaut, wliercehe rapidly advanced, end 
plundering the towns in Gopachul, spread over the country rum and desolation 

Syyid Buhadoor, annoyed at the boldness, celerity, and success of this ezpedilion, 
collected alUbe troops he could muster, and advanced to attack Chultur Saul, who accord 
ingly prepared for his reception, and a battle ensued, in which many gallant charges were 
made, but the Moghuls and Uf^bans. forced to retire, were at length driven offthe field, and 
pursued by Cliuttur Saul as far as the town of Seendh, which he plundered, razed lU 
fortifications, and advancing, ransacked Gualior, despoiled the surrounding country, took 
Kunjeea, and encamped at Kuteea |7_^lll 

Hasbini Khan and Annund Rae Cboudborert. beinij.bY dut^ bound to attack biro, 
divided their forces into three divisions, and advanced at different points Chatiur Saul 
made corresponding movements, and awaited their approach A furious encounter ensued 
iQ which every attack was repulsed , and the enemy driven back and pursued with great 
slaughter, far from the field of battle Cbuttur Saul, then proceeding to Hunootok, cele- 
brated his victones with great rejoicings His fame and renown spread throughout the 
land Ins success realizing the most sanguine wishes of his heart • for he levied the Chouth 
from every neighbouring chief Rajas, with Ibeir sons and adherents, thronged to bu 
standard, and Rutun Shah also came and offered Ins services so that Cbuttur Saul now 
found himself at the head of a numerous host, commanded by seventy zealous and vali- 
ant chiefs 
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CHAP. XV. 

The Defeat of Dun Doohik. 

— »ec>o«»- 

PoWERFUI. armies, composed of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, numerons and over- 
whelming as the waves of the ocean, now assembled round the standard of Cbnttur Saul. 
When a Raja, or a Soobahdar rebelled, a powerful force was promptly sent to subdue him. 
If he submitted, it was well; otherwise, he was given to the winds. 

Bindrabun, the chief of Bunsa and of Putureea, who had the presumption, folly, and 
audacity to treat with disrespect the authority of Chuttur Saul, was by a powerful force 
assailed. Advancing by the way of Dyapoor, that town, andRemoha and Dumoho were 
plundered, and great consternation was excited in Bhamonee; for none could now resist 
the force, energy, and vigor of his arms. 

Kiialiq at length conveyed to tiie imperial court information of the revolt of the 
Boondelas, the defeat of Buhadoor Khan, and the ravages committed by Chuttur Saul: 
soliciting (he Emperor’s instructions. Kooka had also transmitted information of these 
events to His Majesty, who, extremely incensed at the rebellion of Raja Cliutlur Saul, 
directed two and twenty nobles and eight other cliiefs to march and subdue the re- 
fractory Boondelas. 

They accordingly proceeded to the theatre of war ; and the imperial troops atDut- 
teeah, Oorch,ha, Pirownee, Suronj, Kooncb, Dhamonee, Indore and Pelee Bhuteereer, and 
other towns, assembling, were placed under the command of the thirty chiefs to assist 
Run Dooluh in carrying on the war. 

Chuttur Saul was at this period in Curb Kotah. Run Dooluh therefore determined 
to attack that fort, hoping, by one bold effort, to terminate tlie war. With this view he ra- 
pidly advanced with thirty thousand horse, foot soldiers unnumbered, and many elephants ; 
and, arriving before the fort about three o’clock in tl>e afternoon, sounded the drum of 
war. When Chuttur Saul heard their kettle-drums, frowns gathered on his brow, while 
with his usual talent, he made arrangements to lead his troops to battle. 

When morning dawned. Run Dooluh, approaching nearer, was received with a dis- 
charge of cannon, matchlocks, rockets, and arrows. The whizzing of the balls and rock- 
ets, the tumult, clamour, carnage, and the clouds of smoke which in murky volumes rose, 
concealed the sun, and darkened the ensanguined held, conveyed an apt idea of the judg- 
ment day. 



Numerous Turks were on tlie field left slain Heaviljr lliey fell, quivering on the 
ground, or leaping like turn biers, fell to nse no more I Tlie Soors were amazed, and panic- 
struck, at the slaughter occasioned by ilie showerof bullets from the host of Chuttur SauL 
Beneath the western lulls the sun bad sunk; but still the battle raged At night, unnum- 
bered as the stars, the lighted matches passing to and fro, seemed like the flashing of the 
prowling tiger s eye Till nine at night, with fury undimmished battle raged Dreadfal 
was the carnage The mighty warriors and the valiant chiefs were with slaughter sated 

Buq Dooluh m all attacks repulsed, his force at length drew off and two kos from 
the field, he pitched his cnmp His nobles and commanders were in mind, depressed and 
bumbled Firm and undaunted, the Boondelas on the field remained throughout the nighk 
When morning dawned. Run Dooluh's force had fled 

Chuttur Saul proceeded thence to Ilanootok, dismantled Mutoree, advanced and 
phndered Saugor, and capturing Rutna Gurh, at Oorehra pitched his camp March 
ing (hence, he pillaged and destroyed Hurthoun, and advancing on Bbamonee, filled 
that town with consternation But wbat description can adequately explain and extol the 
fame of bis name and terror of his arms ! Kuman Khan and other Soobabdars, dreadmg 
his talent, enterpnze, and valor, used to start in their sleep, to adopt precantions for their 
safety, which, however, could only be obtained by submission, and requesting bis protec- 
tion 



CHAP. XVI. 

A Description of the Defeat of the Turlcish Troops: ofTuhuvmor Khan: 
the Marriage of Cbutinr Sanl, his Attack on Kalinjar,^-c. 


•— • 5 ^^— 

After these eventSj Raja Chuttur Saul, rapidly advancing, plundered the environs of 
Nurwur, and captured a hundred carts laden with rarities of exquisite workmanship and 
great value, proceeding from the Dnkhun to the Emperor. The persons to whose charge 
those articles had been entrusted, sent intelligence to the imperial court of their having 
heen intercepted. His Majesty, at this information, was much displeased, and blamed the 
Soobahdars for not having adopted the precautions necessary for the security of the 
property-. 

The Emperor also about this period received intelligence of the defeat of Run Doo* 
lull, at which he was much concerned; and, in order to restore the fame and glory of 
his arras, ordered his Roman army to take the field. The Turks, in the hope of ingra- 
tiating themselves with the Emperor, of obtaining plunder, and an easy victory, were 
pleased- at the service they were called on to perform. 

The proud Romans played their martial bands proceeding to the seat of war : and, 
at a place named Buseea, celebrated for the sanguinary battle which ensued, were met by 
Chuttur Saul. On one side were men ; on the other, Boondelas. The flame of war was 
kindled, and with impetuous fury blazed ! The thunder of the cannon, the roaring of the 
matchlocks, and the rushing noise of rockets ; the confusion, clamour, havoc, and destruc- 
tion which prevailed, rendered the field dreadful as the day of judgment! The noble 
minded chiefs and mighty warriors of Chuttur Saul, with the utmost vigor and impetuo- 
sity assailed the foe. Slaughter spread : Boondelas fell ! The Moosulraans who, displajnng 
valor, came in front, promptly were attacked by Chuttur Saul, and compelled to recede. 
The enemy, viewing the undaunted firmness of the Boondelas, opened a heavy fire from 
the imperial cannon, which without intennission was maintained, until their tumbrils were 
empty. More was then supplied. The Boondela.s, disdaining to retire, remained unmoved. 
A vast explosion then ensued ! In the enemy’s magazine, a spark had fallen ! The smoke 
in murky columns rose, concealed the sun, and darkness enveloped the ensanguined field ! 
Prompt through the smoky cloud, the impetuous charge of brave Boondelas rushed : con- 
fusion and dismay prevailed among the Turks. Precipitate they fled, taking no notice 


« Greece and ConsUmlinople are by the natives called Room. The Roman army, therefore, merely signifies the 
Turkish troops. 
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with whom they fought • on friend, on foe alike, the fatal Wow descending Numbers 
with Boondela arrows pierced, extended, fell iihandoaed by the Turks was the font? 
contested field, and m promiscuous flight, their prond host destroyed The glory, fame 
and renown of mighty Chottur Saah now apread throughout the land, fear, dismay, and 
dread pervading the imperial chiefs * 

When the Emperor received intelligence ofthis disaster, hisheart within himshrunk 
consternation filled his mind, whichbad but recently ashock no less severe sustained from 
filial ingratitude bis son, the young prince ULhur, prompted by Raja Runjeet Sin^’h and 
the Rat.hor tnbe, had in rebellion raised bts band, to seize bis father’s crown^^ Incensed and 
vexed at this intelhgenre, the Emperor had marched against Ins son as far as Ujmeer 
when the account of the destruction of the Turkish troops arrived Amazed and con' 
founded at the information, his measures of policy and prudence appeared subverted, the 
Mooslim power, extinct The Emperor, at length, selected TuhuvvoorKhan, a chief 
celebrated for valor, talent, and experience, to oppose the Boondelas, while he advanced 
agaiDsthisson TnhuvvoorKban,mobediencc lothe imperial mandate, collected a great 
force, and ente-ed Boondelkhund At the time of his opproacli, Raja Chuttur Saul was 
111 the town of Snrwa, celebrating bis marriage with great magnificence and pomp, while 
Buldeo was encamped with the troops at the distance of a gunshot, rejoicing on the same 
festive occasion 

Chuttur Saul, arrayed in a nuptial vest, with a yellow turban and a gorlsnd on his 
head, appeared like chief of intellectual beings , and was performing the ceremony of 
walking with his bride, seien times round a fire, and placing a mark on each other’s fore> 
heads, when Tuliuwoor Khan arriving, commenced a fierce attack, which was bravely 
sustained by the troops On one side was tbe celebration of the znamage , on the other, 
the battle with fury raged but Chuttur Saul, relying on the valor of his forces, 
persevered in performing the marriage rites, according to the doctrine of the Shastru, 
while his mighty warnora and valiant chiefs, firm and undaunted, nobly fought, repeUiog 
the attacks of Tuhuvvoor Khan, who at length withdrew the foot of resolution, and 
measured the road of defeat The martial bands struck up the strains of tnurapb, 
and every person wondered at the good fortune and high destiny of Chuttur Saul, 
who, at the time of celebrating bw nuptials, obtained a great victory over a powerful 
euemy 


■MThe Emperor took the field the very diy on which he received the account of his son s revolt 5 hot the prince, 
hsviflff been appneed of the rapid progreu cT Ovraogteh, returned to OurQojahxd He wrote from the city Uiten 
to h« father he pretended that he had only esecoted the orders of the Emperor In punuinz Dileer, who bad pre- 
yiously left hu camp Ourungzeb seemed sstisfied with his excuse H a son was formidaWe, and he Ttsohtd by 
degrew to ^ ^est power A rebciitmt thus beiiun, ended without bloodshed After Ibir, Oorenpab 

distinguished Dileer with many honors for the emluent services he had rendered to the emp rc In bis march lo 
the Dnkbun sgsmat Add Shah, he bad redoced some rtfraclory Raju in the mounlaitta, who havingjolnedacoi! 
federacy, refused to pay their tnhale He deviated from h» route Into the country of Boondela, and atlackedfo w 
territory the Rajs of Hoda The spoils of the enemy made sniple amends for tribute which they bad wilhheiil 
Near two miUjoas in jewels *nd coin were reoilted by Dileer to the imperial treasury —Dow 


After this event, he plundered Dhamonee, ransacked Pichor, and, ravaging the vil- 6* 
lages near Kahnjur, pitched his camp at Ramnugur. He then commenced the siege of 
Kalinjar ; and, posting his troops, so as to prevent ingress and egress, continued the 
attack for eighteen daj*s and nights ; but made no impression on the fort. 

At this period, Chinta Sinn Soor paid Raja Chuttur Saul.a visit, inviting him to his 
residence ; and Chuttur Saul, consenting, gave Chinta Slun a horse, and proceeded with 
him, leaving the hill of Kalinjur to the right. The troops still prosecuting the siege, many 
imprudent and incautious soldiers were slain. The chief of Beer Curb, at length, effect- 
ing his escape, by the road which was blockaded ; the Boondelas sword in hand rushed on, 
made a desperate assault, and left the scene of action covered with slain. Thus, the 
strong and stupendous fort of Kalinjur fell into the possession of Chuttur Saul. The vic- 
torious Boondelas then turned their arras on Barhurhutee, Putna, and Uloorwul, which 
were plundered and rendered desolate. 

A short lime after these events, Chuttur Saul went, slightly attended, to rdsit a re- 
markable building on the top of an adjacent hill, celebrated for its romantic, picturesque, 
and sylvan scenerj’. "While he was surveying the place, and admiring the beauties of the 
spot, the spies of Tuhuvvoor Khan brought intelligence of Chuttur Saul having proceeded 
thither. He accordingly left his camp, and encouraging his troops to fight bravely, gallop- 
ed off at their head, with the impetuosity of a storm. Chuttur Saul, hearing drums and the 
clatter of horses, looked on the plain, and discovered the whole of the enemy’s army, which 
had come to surround him. Instantly preparing for defence, he poured on them showers of 
arrows and bullets, perforating their armour, whence issued streams of blood. Many of 
the foe he slew. The army of Kalee, delighted at the slaughter, clapped their hands, danc- 
ed, and from vessels made of human skulls quaffed Bie blood of the slain. Thus furi- 
ously was the hill which formed the asylum of Chuttur Saul assailed, and the adjoining 
village of Kuteera became famous for the sanguinary battle which ensued. 

When intelligence of the perilous situation of Chuttur Saul reached his camp, the 
whole army hastened to his assistance, and attacked the enemy with the utmost vehe- 
mence and impetuosi^’'. Bullets and arrows fell like rain. The volleys from the match- 
locks were like the tiger's roar. With thundering peal the cannon echoed ; and from 
clouds of smoke, the orb of day concealing, rockets like forked lightning, sprang. 
Luchee, of the Rawut tribe, nobly tried his chief to rescue. Sword in hand, a brilh'ant 
charge was made by Krislra Misr : numerous Dfgbans fell, dismay their ranks pervmding. 

Tuhuvvoor Khan led on a new attack. Likelocusts, arrows flew: dead bodies strewed 
the hill ; whence rushed down streams of blood. The valiant soldiers no praise could e’er 


There is a loir cast of Hindoos termed Ugihorec.-irio cat bojnan ficsh, dogs’ fle=h, &c. drinUng from a 

human skull. If their demand for charity is not attended to. they sometimes ivound themselres. and suck the 
Wood, eat their oirrr excrement, and drink their urine from the skull, nHeh tbe coocerrc bangs doim 

evil on persons who withhold donations. This race of cannibals U therefore heldm dread, and the.r supposed xn- 
fluencein dispensing evil; averUd by charity, which few venture to withhold. 



< repay , more furions than before, if SQcb were possible, they bravely fought : for fear 
disdaining, tbey only sought to rescue their environed chief 

RajaBahoo furiously charged the foe, and on his person brought away many a deep 
cut, honor’s scar The Pumar tribe, following Ins example, with valor and impetuosih 
strove to wm the day With wonderful dexterity and prowess, Chutlur Saul repulsed 
the foe, and decapitated numbers with his bladed arrows The high minded cluefs 
and valiant warriors, contended long for victory* the earth, with shouts and clamour 
trembled For six hours, Tuhuwoor Khan exerted every effort to wm the arduous day' 
numbers of hjs troops to the infernal regions thronged , but finding all his measures fail 
each attack repulsed, uncounted numbers of Ins followers slain, and the field strewed 
with bodies, he drew off his force and fled 

Bagh Raj, and Nundun Singh, and Kirpa Ram, with other brave Boondela chiefs, were 
in death’s sad garment clad but obtaining a heavenly destiny, ascended the triumphant 
chariot of the Deotas, and through the solar orb^®, entered the mansions of beautitude 

Affer this defeat, Tuhuvroor Khan collecting his forces, made a sudden attack oo 
the camp of Beer Buldao, who however, on bearing his drums, had prepared for battle 
The action commenced with fury The flames of war, on both sides, without intermission 
blazed, till nine o'clock at night. Soobb Kurun nobly fought, and after great display of 
valor, compelled Tuhuvvoor Khan to quit the field 

As soon as news of these defeats in the extensive empire spread, fear, dismay, and 
dread reigned among the imperial chiefs • for, by these mighty and decisive Yictones, it 
had pleased the Almighty to affix on Chuttur Saul the mark of sovereignty and dommiOQ 


^ TLe STtQ<r< bere allayed to, were furoiibed at tbeir endsirilb a aemiclrcular blade 

Jt is Imagined that the brare enter bearen tbrongh the gate of tbe »nn, and Xbe pious throagb tbe meoa 
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CHAP. XVIL 

Concerning the Conquests of Chuitur Sard, the Defeat of Syyid Lnteef, of 
Tu/ncvvoor Khan, and of Umour Khan. 


After the glorious, decisive, and signal victories gained by Chuttur Saul, the martial 
bauds played melodious strains of triumph. 

He then advanced, and pitched his campatDhooraSaugor, whence he marched, and 
took the town of Doolchee, reduced the chief of Bnrhutta, plundered Ireecb,h, ransacked 
the vill^es and the country in his route, and burnt Pinhounee, whence by a forced march, 
be reached Julalpoor, which he plundered and despoiled. On crossing the Betwa, which 
runs near that town, the TJfghans, who had watched his movements, surrounded his army, 
and, blockading the road, in his front and rear, prepared for battle. 

The Raja, obsers-ing the approach of the enemy, attacked them without hesitation, 
and forcing them to retire, pursued them to their camp, where they were joined by a con- 
siderable force, under a chief named Sjyid Luteef, who with many valiant shouts and vo- 
ciferations encamped near the village of Jutgurhee. The Raja determined to follow up 
the blow, made an attack in the night on the enemy’s camp, spread havoc and dismay 
through their ranks, and scattered destruction around. Syyid Luteef, unable to rrithstand 
the valor, enterprize, and vigor of Chuttur Saul, left his camp, and fled to the Dukhun, 
whither he carried his life in safety away! His troops Were either destroyed or dispersed, 
and his elephants, horses, camels, and camp, captured. 

The Raja then proceeded to Bundaba, where the Zumeendars came to tender their 
submission, and to do him homage. But the inhabitants of iMooskuree, Behounee, &c. 
had assembled in arms to oppose his progress, and blocked up the road, which he however, 
by a detour, avoided. 

On his arrival near Oorunga, the country people beat their drums, assembled, and came 
out to fight. The Raja accordingly made the necessary dispositions forbattle, and charging 
them with his cavalry, slew four hundred Chumars, and put the rest to flight. Then rapidly 
advancing, he plundered the towns of Uhodhuree and Sileeuh, and pitched his camp at 
Molioba. Advancing thence, he ravaged Bunthuree and Dhudowra, establishing in those 
towns his own police, and seized the Tuhseeldar, from whom he exacted the Choutb, and 

T 



(I on rf ceiving that tribute, allowed Inm to depart He then entered the district of Dha- 

inonee, ravaged and despoiled the country, rendering desolate the en\ irons of that town 
He next took Gururounee, and rapidly advancing, plundered Sootkee, burnt Bhudayoor, 
and at Raj Ourh pitched his camp 

■\VTien TuliHVTOor Khan became acquainted with these events, his heart failed him , hts 
mind was filled with apprehension, dread, and terror • In the hope, however, of checking 
the Raja’s career of plunder and devastation, Le advanced, to meet him. An engagement 
accordingly ensued, and Tuhuvvoor Khan was again repulsed and put to flight. 

When the adherents of Tuhuvvoor Khan heard of his defeat, every exertion was 
made to retrieve its disastrous consequences, and by the time the Raja reached the town 
of Ujimhun, the Zumeendara of twenty-seven neighhouriog vilhges wttlv their followers, 
had risen in arms With valor, vigor, and impetuosity, winch notlimg could withstand, 
he promptly forced them to take refuge inflight Tuhuvvoor Khaii and his troops re- 
sembled elephants, the country people, deer, hut all fled alike, from that ferocious tiger 
Ohuttur Saul, whose skilful arrangements, intrepidity, and prudence, enabled him to 
defeat his foes, and seize their dominions 

After these battles, he took the towns of Dehja andYuneeka, destrojed Daleepoor, 
nnd levied money from Baree, Butba Curb, Bublaonee, Mutbaonee, and Mookawulee; 
took Muhraonee, Chuckhaonee, Mugraonee, Dulmura, and Puthuree, and so plundered 
the Peech,har tribe, that nothing remained in their dwellings He then ravaged Amou- 
dah and Soorbaroo, attacked the chief of Dangee, and rendered his country the seat 
of desolation. He thence detached a force to attack Pichhor and Sirsa, razed tlieir 
fortifications, plundered Sulbance, Bulkhora, Rampoor, and Jusendhee, burnt Boe 
Hungeer and Gbeeaspoor, took Butowra and Burko, and made Kurabad a heap of 
ruins Proceeding thence, he plundered Borkhunra and Belehra, and burnt Runho, 
Baree, and Bucheea The smoke of affliction rose and spread • house by house, those 
towns were consumed 

Cliutlur Saul bad now taken posseession of the whole country, and knew of no enemy 
to subdue He therefore determined to extend Ins conquests, but before entenng a 
foreign state, was desirous of obtaining intelligence respecting it , and therefore sent for 
a hurkarru, named Ram Mun, who could travel forty kos in one day, gave him directions 
to enter the enemy's country, and to transmit liim daily explicit information The bur- 
karru accordingly sent regular intimation to the Raja, who was thereby induced to cross 
the river, and p^’oceed to Saugor, occasioning in that town great commotion. He then 
took Dumuhru, and marched to Toree, and passing through a country almost inaccessible, 
reduced the towns of Lulhut, Beehee and Koobura, plundered the shops and bazars, and 
ravaged Hutnee, Dowreeafa, Kubree, Kodh, Kirolasso, and Bourasso, whose inhabitants 
on lus approach, had fled 

He now thought nothing of the Munsubdars, took their country, levied the Clioat,b, 
and treated them with contempt. 



A cTiief named Dooijnn Sab, celebrated for %'alor and warlike acbievements, hearing 
of the fame, glory, and renown of Chattur Saul, amazed at his sanguinary battles and ex- 
tensive conquests, and anxious to preserve his own possessions, solicited bis friendship 
and protection, and invited him to encamp within his territory. 

The Raja then attacked Dhoput, destroyed its-outwork, and took Myapoor, Pipur- 
hnt, Kharep, G-oorhut, Ram Gurh, SoobaGurh andKofah, burnt Poorwaee, and captured 
Koobraee, which were very strong and difficult of access. 

On approaching Jusoundhee, he attacked the people, who iiad risen in arms to oppose 
his progress j and in this affair a chief named Bussunt was severely wounded. Advancing, 
he then laid waste Koombhraj andKunjeea,andencampedatKoonnrpoor. Marching thence, 
he took Kucheerpoor, Chutowra, and Khumapoor, and rapidly proceeding, arrived near 
the hills, where he plundered Jhumliutla. Phoolee, Chundurpoor, Siwaro, Chandpoor, and 
Lodeepoor, and took Udhoura, wliicli was supposed impregnable. He next took Ubhonee, 
Oudeepoor, and besieged Rath Gurli, in which there were many Sj'j'ids, who defended 
themselves with great obstinacy and valor. After much opposition, the fort was reduced, 
and the garrison put to the sword. Chuttur Saul then plundered Soorhee and Sathor, and 
proceeded, ravaging the villages, and despoiling the land ; spreading ruin and desolation. 

Raja Sujjan Singh at this period died, and his country was inherited and ruled by a 
chief named Indramun, wlio, abandoning the friendship of the Raja, entered into an alli- 
ance with the Emperor. Chuttur Saul became acquainted with his perfidious con- 

duct, lie invaded his territory, burnt bis towns and villages, took Gurora, Kugur,Kuchu- 
neeho, and Baro, ravaged the country, and rendered it desolate. Thus was humbled the 
pride and the exalted designs of Jjidramun, whose heart became filled with dismay and 
dread. 

Chuttur Saul then attacked Dhamonee, annihilated the government of Tuhuwoor 
Khan, and marching thence, took Dliumonyo,Luk,hhuroun, and Heerapoor, burnt Haro, 
plundered Hurt,boun, Duholee, Reblee, and Puttee, and burnt thetowns and villages of Ra- 
ja Indramun; the numerous fires resembling the conflagrations of the Holee®®. 


^ A ^ell known festival precedinsr the vernal cqoinoi. Ram Chnnder, tn order to ascertain whether Seeta was 
innocent orpoilutcd, in consequence of having been detained by Ra^mn, put her intoa furnace; hut she remained 
uninjured by the Gre, although the heat was so vehemeut, that it has made the water of Seeta Koond (the celebrated 
hot spring near Monghyr) boil to this day. Thus was her innocence established ; and burning the Hoiee, as it is 
termed, has been established in commemoration of that Gcry ordeal. 

1st Chaltra, IStli lunation, or full moon of Fhalgun, I3th March. JDola r ifro, or aoli. 

The //orf, Hofi, or Hohka, properly speaking, is not observed in Bcaeal ; bnt a festiral of a similar character, 
and with much the same observances, is held, tlie Vola, or swinging of the infant Krishna. 

As observed in Bengal, this festiral is considered one of the twelve great Jatras held in highest veneration by 
the Vaishnava sect, or followers of Vishnu, agreeably to the sect of Chaitanya. It is not, however, restricted to 
them, but partaken of by every class of Hindus ; neither is it limited to the present occasion, but is repeated at 
different periods of the year, according to local usage or individual convenience. 

As celebrated at this season, it commences on the 14th lunar day of Fhalgun. The head of the family fasts 
daring the day. In the evening, Gre worship is performed, after which the officiating Brahman sprinkles upon the 
image of Krishna, erected for the purpose, » little red powder, and distributes a quantity amongst the assistants. 



All the Rojas and people of the coontry were now submissive and obedient to his 
authority Tn one day, he would travel sixty kos, and no enemy would come before him. 


Thwpowdfr, f rued Pbslgri, orAbira, u thcroot of aapecie* of Ciircuras, and ofSapin Wood After 

this teremouy is concluded, that called CAaflcAerUkes place, or a bonfire is made for burning the a kiod 

of Guy Fawkes figure, made mih hamhoos and straw la the country, the bonfire is made in a place withoot the 
Tillage, and the figure Is home to the spot by Brabmaos, or Vkiatnaras, in regular procession, attended by musicl 
ana and singers When arnred at the place, where the pile has been preriously prepared, the image Is placed in 
the centre, and the priest worships It, and circomambulates it aeTea times, and then sets fire to the pile, on which 
the assistants immediately retnm home The rest of the night is spent in festirity 

Before day-light on the morning of the I5th, the Image of A>/rA»« is cooreyed to a place where a swinging bed 
or cradle has been erected, and placed in the cradle, which Is set m motion two or three times hi gun fire The 
same is repeated at noon, and again at son set Daring the day, the menihers of the family and their visitors 
amuse themselves by sprnkliag each other with red powder, and rose water, through syringes, as wellas with their 
hands Tbepiscewhere the swing is set np, is aplaceofparticularperil For a week, boys and persons of low 
caste, also, take a delight In scattering red po vder of any kind over passengers in the streets, accompanying it 
with insulting language In the rlflages. persons of reapectabilit> , and females partlcnlarly, are liable, for several 
days, to gross abuse, and even to personal ill treatment, if obliged to leave the house , and, conseijuently, all inter- 
course is at this time suspended 

The people of Orissa d ffer from the Fcugalis, in the disuse of the bonfire They h/ive the swinging and the 
scatteriug of the ^htt, but they have also some peculiar usages 

Their Gosuns carry, in procession, the image of thejnveaiieKnshaa to the houses of their dueiples and pa 
trons, to whom they present some of the red po vder and Utr, and receive presents la return 

The caste of Oopaa, or Herdsmen, particulaily observe this holiday, and renew their own dresses, and all the 
equipments of their eattle they also bathe them, and paint their foreheads withssndal and turmeric They them- 
selves collect in bodies, and run about, as if wild with joy, carrying slender sticks in their hands , and th* leaders 
occasionally turning roiiud (oface those who follow them, they strike their slicks together, making a clatter ex* 
pressire, they imagine, of exultation, singing songs at the same time, in celebration ofKrisbiis 

In Hindustan, the Aefiisheldto begia upontbe Vttanta tenekaml, and to last for about lu weeks The 
actual celebration of it rarely commences till about tea days prior to the full moonof FbaIguD,aBdis then limited 
to the wearing of new apparel, redoryellow, feasting aad making merry Onthsetn day ofthelight half, or as 
week before the full mooQ, (he festival is fully commenced Images of Krishna are erected and worshipped, 
smeared with red powder, and spnakled with liquid of the same dye and the peo| le of the villages and imsll towns 
begra to collect upon a spot in the vicinity, cow dung a id oti cr fuel the bead man of the village commeaces, and 
all then contnbute to the pile whatever (hey can lay bold of, atcaliog, for the purpose, the stakes of fences, gate 
ways, doors, and articles of household furmturc, if not prevented, aud iftbesellmgs are once added tothebeapjtbe 
owner cannot recover them, and it is a point of honour not to complain D iringtbis lime, the people wander about 
the roads nod streets, scattering red powder, singing, dancing, sod annoying passers, by mischievous tricks, or 
abusive fang lage 

Oathe Nth, the crowd assembles round the Kanda,or pile, which is consecrated, and lighted by an oSieiatiog 
CVailman iVBnrrtlw pnViVnrwihkw, ilhrcjnwJftVwcjipvoacd, nwfl'iW<v«Tff liJvuwwVwr, rfirev.i*.tlui.*i'euiqnftvu’ 
to avert ill luck for the rest of the year At (his period, tbeir frolics become outrageous, and it is not safe for any 
decent person to approach them This extraragance continues for two days When the pile is consumed, the 
ashes are thrown into water 

In the south of India, the rite is alsothatof the Dola Jatra, but it offerssome peculianties Tbeimageof 
AruAna is committed to a swing, and red powder and rose water scattered about, as elsewhere A bonfire also Is 
made , but the efligy issuppo'cd to represent ATumodei’w, the Hindu god of love, and the combustion is emblematical 
of his having been burnt to ashes by the fire from * eye, when bcensed by the little city's wounding him 
with his shafts, and inspiring him with love for the da ighur of Himalaya The bonfires are made nsusUy In front 
of tbetemples of •S'lva or fiiAnu, at midnight, and the ashes are distributed amongst the spectators In many 
places, worship is offered to Aantadeva Similar exlravagaocca are practised in southern, as in western Hindustao 
The season at which this festival occurs, the frantic mernment by which it la characterised, ths scattenng of red 
or purplish coloured powders, indicative of the blossoms whichnowbegia to shewthemseives, andeven thebonfiie, 
which may express the return of warmth, leave to donbtof the onginal purpose of the celebration, and designate 
it aaafestival typical of thereturn of genial temperature, which there is iiodoubt waa once common to all the 
Fagan world, and of which Cbnstiauity long retained marked (races, in May day games, and Beltane hon fires We 
find, indeed, the practices which now prevwl among the Hindus described in works of some antiquity, appertain- 
ing to the J taaiiictsava, or spring festival, which composed vanoui observances, as the worship of the Dwn flower, 



He levied the ChouOi as far as Bhelsa, filled Oojyn mih consternatioD, and from the terror 
of his anns, made the people flee. He occasioned such apprehension and dread in Deo 
Gurh, that the guards used to start in their sleep, to adopt precautions against surprise. 
Iso Soobalidar or noble would v'enture to oppose him, and they obtained peace and protec- 
tion, onlybj pajing him the Cliout,h. If they refused, scenes of anarchy, rapine, and desola- 
tion followed. Fiom the Emperor he took the whole of the country east of the Chumbul, 

and deprived him also of other territory. 

When the Soobahdars saw the extent of his valor, conquests, and achievements, appre- 
hension and dread prevailed in their minds ; for, when he haddrawn the sword, he rapidly in- 
vaded, plundered, burnt, and laid waste their possessions. From the burning of the towns 
and villages, what smoke arose ! The earth and sky became dark! The ruined inhabitants 
submitted to his will ! 

When the Emperor received accounts of the rapine, ruin, and desolation spread over 
the land, he was much afflicted, and issued an imperial decree, commanding Shekh Unwur 
to punish Chuttur Saul for plundering the countrJ^ Shekh Unwur accordingly collected 
a considerable force, and proceeded with ten or twelve thousand horsemen, clad in armour, 
savage elephants of War, and a great train of artillery, consisting of cannon drawn by horses, 
and guns mounted on elephants and camels. Unwur Khan, placing his elephants in front, 
with great pomp, took the field. The Syyids, Shekhs, and Ufghans in vast numbers fol- 
lowed. The destination of Unwur Khan was for a time unknown. The first day he marched 
ten kos ; the dust raised by his army extending raanj’’ miles. 


When Chuttur Saul ascertained that Unwur Khan was coming to attack him, he re- 
commenced ravaging, burning, and destroying the country; and every measure which Un- 
wur Khan adopted to prevent this scene of ruin and desolation was of no avail, while the 
Shekh frequently fell into the ambuscades of Chuttur Saul, who, continuing to advance, 
drew him in pursuit; and wlieh Chuttur Saul knew that the enemy had fallen into difficul- 
ties, and was encompassed by his troops, be baited, and prepared for battle. The Syyids and 


and the swinging of the gods, and their procession in cars, or the Zioio and Ratha Jatras, and teems to have 
woundup with the worship of the god of love. It may be doubted if the term BoHka occurs in any work of nn- 
questionable antiquity. The practice of later times has lost sight of the meaning of the festival, dislocated some of 
its constituent parts, and removed them to other periods ; has appropriated the celebration to the honour of a dif- 
ferent divinity, or the infant Krishna, and has invented new legends to account for the ceremonial. 

Thus the effigy which is burnt is supposed, in general, to represent a female demon, who sought to destroy the 
life of the infant Krishna, hut was slain by him. After death, however, her body was not to he found, and the 
Gopees, or cowherds of Mathora, therefore, burnt her in effigy. In the Bharishyolara Parana, however, the effigy is 
said to represent a female fiend, named Vhoniha, who, in the days of Begin, made a practice of killing children. 
Begin, by the advice of resisifin, instituted the bonfires, and the songs and merry-making of the people, to 
nrrest her mal-practices, and accordingly the particular efficacy of this rite is the preservation of infant life : 
whence, ako, its more ready transition to the worship of Krishna. This appears, however, to have beenan ^er- 
thoiight ; and the original practice, which was eqnallycommon amongst all the nations ofantiqmty, had no relation 

either to Krishna or a witch. — Bengal Chromcle. , , -jar 

The reader will remember an account of a festival among the Romans, when the slaves were considered free 
for certain days, and at liberty to abuse their masters and do as they pleased : a custom which seems to assmu- 
iate, in that respect, with the Holee and the celebration of May-day. 
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Ufghans advanced, beating kettle-drums : horsemen in armour sallied forth, exhibiting 
with lance and spear, feats of dexterity, many of whom were wounded. 

The victorious chiefs and valiant warriors of Chuttar Saul then 'advanced to battle, 
and, displaying their usual gallantry and valor, slew many of the foe. The Sbekli, dismayed 
and terrified, measured the road of defeat, and a glorious victory was the destiny of the 
prosperous Boondela Chuttur Saul, who followingap the advantage, pursued and surrounded 
Unxrur Khan, captured all his elephants, horses, camels, and baggage, and reduced him to 
such extreme distress, that be oiTered to pay aransom of onelakh and twenty-five thousand 
rupees; and Chuttur Saul, on receiving that sum, allowed him to depart. 

When the news of this defeat and ransom reached the Emperor, he was extremely in- 
censed and indignant, dismissed Unwur Khan from his command, and observed, that there 
were none who did not reject and disobey his commands. The Munsubdarswho heard this 
censure, assuming looks of self-importance, tacitly evinced their prowess. The Emperor 
continued: 'In the whole oftny dominions, I have not seen one subject, who has been faith- 
ful and active, able and zealous iu defence of the state.* 



CHAP. xvm. 

Of the Dfeat of Mirza Suddur ood Deea. 


-•OCSOO"' 

When tlie Emperor Ourungzeb said he had not one faithful and zealous subject, he 
looked towards Mirza Suddur ood Deen, who immediately paid his obeisance, and remain- 
ed in expectation of his Majesty's commands. The Emperor then appointed him Soobabdar 
of D,hamonee, gave him judicious counsel, and desired him, on assuming the government 
of the district, to send an embassy to Raja Chuttur Saul, urging him to refrain from plun- 
dering and laying waste the country ; adding, that if he could thus be induced to abandon 
his system of predatory warfare, it would be the most expedient measure, which could, in 
the present posture of affairs, be adopted ; as former Soobahdars and Munsubdars had de- 
viated from their instructions, and the interests of the state had been sacrificed to their 
obstinacy, inability, or ambition. 

When the Emperor had fully explained the nature of the policy which bo wished 
Mirza Suddur ood Deen to pursue, that chief took his departure, and proceeded toD,hamonee 
with an army of thirty thousand men ; and on his arrival, adopted measures for the better 
government of the country, constantly holding his army in readiness to march at the short- 
est notice. In furtherance of His Majesty’s instructions, he selected a prudent and in- 
telligent Vukeel to proceed to the camp of Chuttur Saul, fully instructed him in the ob- 
ject of his mission, desiring him to address the Raja in terms mild, soothing, and conciliat- 
ing. 


The Vukeel accordingly repaired to the camp; and, on being presented to Raja 
Chuttur Saul, represented the talents, power, and prowess of Mirza Sudderood Deen; 
stating, that no foe opposed to him could ever be victorious, or able to encounter the force 
of his sword ; that no chief or noble in Shahjubanabad could be compared to him in valor, 
prudence, or ability ; and that the chiefs of the country, in every emergency, solicited his 
counsel in the cabinet, and example in the field: and added, ‘Yon, 0 ! Raja, have a fortunate 
destiny, in being treated by the Mirza with the courtesy and condeseusion which has induced 
him to send me with a letter, in order to avert the misfortunes to which you would other- 
wise be exposed. It is therefore expedient that you conform to the order it contains ; for 
I well know bis angry and ferocious disposition, and that every one who has opposed his 
will, has sought only his own destruction, and that in the day of battle it is in vain to re- 


« This name is in some places written Soornt ood deen, Soornj and Soddur ood deen. I hare therefore ed- 
hered to the latter. It may here be proper to remark, that throughout this work there is much confusion in the 
proper names, and that I have consulted ray indgment in preserring identity and an ohrious course of narratire. 


8ist Ills impetuosity and skill It is therefore advisable that you immediately proceed to 
pay jour respects to the Mirza, that you cultivate his friendship, leave the district of 
D,haraonee to enjoy peace and tranquilhtj, and wholly discontinue acts of violence, rapine 
and depredation The Mirza tlicn will graciously procure you the command of a Mimsub 
in the service of the Emperor, but otherwise, how wiU you escape the shot of hispower/ul 
artillery’’ 

When Chuttur Saul had heard tdl these arrogant expressions, he replied ‘ All you 
have said is doubtless true, and Mirza Suddur ood Been is the greatest of the nobility, and 
if he will pay the Chout,h, that is, one fourth of the revenue, he shall certainly have peace, 
but if he will not, he may contemplate scenes of rapine, rum, and desolation TLeChout,hi 3 
no new demand The former Sootahdars alwajs paid it, anditwillhe best for him to do 
so too , for, in case of delay, I shall attack his country, render it a desert, and not a hmp 
even, shall be seen alight 1 You who ore wise and intclligenl, know, that the land m which 
war and battle rages, is soon a scene of desolation ; and when the country becomes a de- 
sert, how will the Mirza rule ? Ifjouaskhowl shall be able to do this, my replj is, I 
trust in the God of battles He who made me Raja, will aid and protect me andtellthe 
Mirza, that whoever is haughty, proud, and arrogant, God willhumble and destroy, that 
vaunting m his own power, is an arrogalion of dmne Omnipolcnre, which m a moment 
can lay him m the dust My enemies have uniformly been influenced by avarice, and from 
that motive, the Mirza solicits iny fnendsbip, aad wishes me to visit him But without 
war, his object will never be attained 

'My reply IS plainly this* If the Mirza wishes for peace, he must pay tbeChout,h }tfor 
war, I am prepared font , for, when God created the world, he appointed the race of 
Chutlrees to wield the sword It is therefore tlicir vocation, in which they dchgbt, and 
from which they derive benefit, both now and hereafter , for, whoever without dismay 
fights great battles, will reap the fruits of his valor la the world to come. The Chutlrees, 
therefore, make choice of war, since by it they obtain celestial bliss, and when they brave- 
ly die in battle, the sun is Hlie gate through which they enter heaven, and the warrior 
wihy nr iwvViV Aim/ iJw Jjw, awJ ji? jda«v nhAavRs iwAWavd? .vp Jjtf JvwxRO 

of Indru, where celestial damsels appear before biro, dance and sing his praises Thus the 
Cliuttrees gain fame and reputation, and have every thing to hope from war. If the Mirza, 
therefore, has entered these provinces with a hostile design, it is well and satisfactory, 
and he will witness the extent of impending desolation But if be sends the Cfaout,b, the 
chain of friendship shall remain unbroken I shall restrain my warriors tenor twelve days, 
awaiting Ins determination , after which, I shall act as I think proper ' 

The Vukeel then took his leave, and departed , but observed an encampment formed 
as if by magic, and preparations making for impending war. 

The Vukeel, on returning to Mirza Suddar ood Been, related word for word his conver- 
sation with the Raja , observed, that the Booodelas werepowerftd, strong, and warlike, that 
success had elated the mmd of the Rajaj and that by war, no benefit, in his j’udgment. 



could Tes'ull ; that by paying the Chout,h, peace and friendship would ensne ; otherwise con- 
fusion and anarchy, devastation and bloodshed, would he spread over the land, for war is a 
rite of the Raja s faith. He is beloved by his subjects, celebrated for his valor, and famed 
for being an Uvutar, or incarnation of the Deitj'. Peace and friendship with the Boon- 
delas is therefore to be desiderated ; for Chuttur Saul will certainly levy the Chout,b, and 
anarchy, rapine, and desolation may be averted by acquiescingin his demand. 

The IMirza, with much anger and displeasure, replied; 'If I consent to give the enemy 
a quarter of my country, why do I wear a sword ? AVere the Emperor to hear of such a 
proposition, I should for ever be disgraced ! 1 thought you wise, prudent, and capable, 
and therefore sent you to negociate with Chuttur Saul ; but instead of your mission being 
successful, you return to extol his fame and power, and to insult me with an ignominious 
proposal.’ He then commanded the Syyids, Shekhs, and Ufglians to hold themselves in rea- 
diness to commence hostilities, to advance with such celerity, that the enemy should not 
have time to arm, to adopt the utmost precaution and vigilance, to attack and destroy the 
Boondelas, and give their flesh to the jackals. 

In conformity with these directions, the army, advancing by the cross roads,approached 
the camp of Chuttur Saul, whose troops were then scattered, cooking their dinners; and 
before they bad time to eat, the experienced chiefs and victorious warriors of the Raja, 
observed at a distance, clouds of dust ascending to the sky, imagining it to be an approach- 
ing storm ; but Chuttur Saul, wise, experienced, provident and circumspect, said. It is the 
dust of an approaching army ; and his swift and noble chargers, hearing distant clamour 
and confusion, pricked up their ears, confaruiiug the Raja’s suspicion of it being the ap- 
proach of the imperial army. 

He then ordered bis troops under arms, mounted a horse, and attended by four or five 
horsemen, proceeded to reconnoitre the enemy’s line of march; and arriving near, directed 
his attendants to remain in readiness, while he went on alone to inspect their forces. The 
banners of the enemy approaching close, he could not resist the temptation to commence 
the attack ; and stringing bis bow, discharged arrows in rapid succession, and with unerring 
aim, perforating the armour, and lodging their well-tempered barbs deep in the breasts of 
his enemies, who roared like tigers. 

The advanced troops coming into action, the warriors of the enemy were thrown in- 
to confusion, and many were killed by the rapid discharge of artillery, rockets, and arrows. 
On the side of Chuttur Saul, a chief named Pursram and several horsemen were at this 
period slain. As soon as Chuttur Saul advanced, a body of the enemy fled. The Mirza, 
observing this disgraceful conduct, immediately beat his drums, and calling to them to 
wear henceforth female attire, by the timely reproach induced them to return to their duty. 
He then enjoined them to fight valiantly, and not allow the enemy to escape. The Raja, at 
this period, camein front, and said : ‘ Be careful. I am Cbuttnr Saul, and have come to ob- 
serve your force.’ Hearing tliis, the road was immediately closednp with troops, and the 
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artillery coirmcnced finng at Ibe Raja, who rcturnecl a shower of ballets and ar- 
rows Numerous Sjyids, SLekhs, and Ufghans who came before him, were left dead oa 
(he field 

ThetroopsofChuttur Saul now comingintoaction the battle raged with increasing 
faiy His valiant warriors fought with (hejr usna! vigor and impetuosity and collect- 
ing the bodies of the shin, formed of them a breastwork ofilefcnce against theenemy s fire 
The Syyids of the Mirza’s army hnnging the elephants in front, made them charge the 
troops of CLuttur Saul, obliging them to retire and thus succeeded in obtaining posses- 
sion of llieroad The battle was renewed with determined valor, and the flTirza,whowas 
active and intrepid, forming his army into two phalanxes, advanced to the attack 

They appeared like two hills proceeding lobatlle The Moosulnians, shouting as they 
went, repulsed and overcame the Boondelas, who, UDdh)e io repe) so formidabh an assaall, 
were obliged to give way, hut with j^reat ferocity jmmcdialely renewed the attack. The 
battle then raged with the utmost fury 

The enemy was driven back, ond forced to abandon the road, which was thus re occu- 
pied by the Boondelas Naraeen Das and XJject Rae bravely fought, and lo this attack were 
killed Balknshn, though severely wounded continued on the field, animating others by 
bis example Gunga Ram valiantly tlnrged and overthrow a body of theenemy Megh 
Raj of the Pureehar tribe, advancing before all the troops, gallantly attacked the foe, and 
Rae 9Iun Duwa conducted a bnlltaot charge Fate and Destiny be^ao (o dance and clap 
their hands, ajid the sun, to behold the battle, stopped lus car This, in short, was a momen- 
tous struggle between the Aloosulmans aodHimloos The enemy pressing forward, Chuttur 
Sanl observed their strength drew his cimetar, and rushing on their troops id armour, 
repulsed them with great loss, leaving the field covered with the kdledaad wounded 

filunee Das, a Foujdar, in whom the Mirza reposed great confidence, was slam Frag 
Das signalized himself bj a charge on (he Mirza’s troops, whom he routed with great 
slaughter Mirza Sudur ood Deen finding his force repulsed, and having severely suffer- 
ed, was compelled to quit the field and See For four kos, the ground was scattered with 
killed and wounded 

Thus was humbled the arrogance and presumption of Mirza Sadur ood Deen, who 
raised the bead of pride to the world above 

Wonderful were the deeds of Raja OhottarSaul, who reduced the power of the Mirza 
made him for safety flee, and bis anny,io the dust, laid low I Chuttur 5aal, following op his 
victory, surrounded the Mirza’s remaining force, took him prisoner, and as the price of 
his liberty, demanded the Choat,b On the receipt of that tnbule, he was allowed to depart 
to his govemment This glonoiis and signal victory was celebrated with great rejoic- 
ings The martial bands struck up heart expanding strains of triumph and Chuttur Saul 
with his army moved to Clulrkot,h, where ho ordered his valiant chiefs and warnors to 
repose 



CHAP. XIX. 


Concerning the Defeat of Dumeed Khan, and the Ztmeendars of tiventy 

Villages. 




WHiLBChuttar Saul was at Chilrkot,h, Hutneed Khan, deeming it a favorable op- 
portunity to recommence hostile operations, entered the Raja’s territory. Chnltur Saul 
immediately marched to attack him ; and, in a sharp conflict which ensued, forced him to 
quit the field. 

The Raja then invested the fort of Beer Gurh, which was bravely and ably defended: 
but after three assaults, the garrison was obliged to yield to superior force and talents. 

He then reduced Gurosa, and marched against Nursing Gurh, of which he got pos* 
session, by elephants pushing down the wall. He afterwards captured Roodr Gurh, 
burnt Ireech,h, plundered Kuchur, Kumar and Kalpee, and rendered Oorye and B,huk 
Des aheap of ruins. He next took Burh.but, and put its inhabitants to the sword, in 
consequence of their having violated an oath of fealty and fidelity, which they had, on a 
former occasion, sworn. He then advanced, and invested Kotra. The siege continued 
two months, during which period Syyid Luteef, who commanded the fort, repelled all 
his attacks. But the garrison being at length reduced to great distress, and Syyid 
Luteef, apprehensive of not being able much longer to resist the persevering efforts of 
Chuttur Saul, offered him a lak,h of rupees to abandon the seige. Humeed Khan at that 
juncture arriving in the neighbourhood, the Raja was induced to agree to the proposal; and 
on receiving that sum, proceeded to a place named Khundat, whence he went to visit 
Humeed Khan, who, grateful to him for having spared his life in the late battle, wished 
to receive and welcome him as his guest 

Chnttur Saul then sent a guard to Kulpee, and thence to Umondba, to receive 
the Choutjb, and afterwards marched against the Zumeendars of Muhoba, who had insti- 
gated the inhabitants of twenty villages to rise in arms against his authority. They ac- 
cordingly advanced in the night from the vicinity of the Jumna, and arrived at Oopor- 
kan, where, making arrangements to attack Chuttur Saul, they proceeded to Dureerub, 
and drew out to oppose him. A vigorous encounter ensued. The Raja’s cavalry furi- 
ously charged the villagers, who continued, however, to fight bravely. 



Chuffur Saul committed great havoc among them with bis blood-shedding sabre, 
Tvbicb he Kept in constant motion. The destruetion of the foe ^as like fire consuming 
a plain of grass. The noise of the battle asroke Muha Deo, who arose to see the 
slaughter. Near four thousand villagers were killed and wounded. The birds and beasts 
of prey were satiated Vultures flew forty kos to regale on human flesh t The Raja then 
plundered Mooskura, after which, all the Zumeendars became submissive and obedient. 
The rebels being subdued, and tranquillity restored, Chuttur Saul proceeded to Julalpoor, 
where he pitched his camp. 



CHAP. XX. 


OJ" the Battle with Uhd oos Sumud. 


Thus ttie valor, enterprize, and talents of Raja Chuttur Saul led to a triumpliant 
career of brilliant victories. He made the Soobahdars and Munsubdars who were by the 
Emperor sent against him prisoners, obtmned ransoms for restoring them to liberty, ex- 
acted the Choutjh from their dominions, subdued the refractory Boondelas, aud made all 
who opposed him, submissive and obedient. 

When intelligence of these events was communicated to the Emperor, an imperial 
furmaun was issued, commanding a chief, named Uhd oos Sumud, to enter Boondelkhnnd, 
and restrain Raja Chuttur Saul from the commission of further acts of violence, depre- 
dation, and oppression in His Majesty’s towns, cities, and dominions. 

In obedience to the royal mandate, Ubd oos Sumud prepared to take the field. The 
numerous noble minded chiefs and valiant warriors, who were destined to accompany 
him, were honored by the Emperor with expressions of confidence in their loyalty, cou- 
rage, and intrepidity. Syyids, Shekhs, Ufghans, and Puthans accordingly assembled round 
the standard of Ubd oos Sumud, forming a numerous host. Cavalry and infantry in ar- 
mour clad, led the column. Heavy cannon, fieldpieces, jinjals, rockets, guns mounted on 
elephants and camels, succeeding, were followed by unnumbered thousands of soldiers. 

This army of victorious aspect, sounding kettle-drums, trumpets, and other martial 
instruments, moved off in all the pomp of ostentation, gratifying the astonished spectators. 
The clouds of dust, raised by the troops, ascended to the skies : the kettle-drums through 
the country rumbled, aud the elephants of war, like thunder roared. 

Chuttur Saul had likewise levied and organized a mighty force. His warriors were 
in armour ; his troops, clad in mail, and strains of martial music, replete with commotion, 
announced to Ubd oos Sumud, the approach of Chuttur Saul, who appointed Buldao to 
command the right, Rae Mun Duwwa the left, and led the centre himself. 

The armies met ; and, in expectation mute, confronting stood. Ubd oos Sumud 
led on his choice troops, and gave the shout of war. The trumpets and drums of Chuttur 
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Saul at that same instant sounding, thousands of shining blades were drawn with simuh. 
taneous flash The cavalry then, their bndles loosening, with shouts, such as numerous 
tigers make, the welkin rang, as impetuous to the charge they rushed A moment s space, 
and all were intermingled, fighting hand to hand while rumbling drums, theenlranre 
into action of other columns told 

The mighty chiefs and valiant warnors of Raja Chuttur Saul, with streamers wav- 
ing, their troops in Ime arrayed their polished arms, rays of lustre from the sun re- 
fracting The flames of battle now began to blaze From host to host, the rockets 
rushed In showers, from matchlocks, bullets poured, while cannon, with thundering 
peals, bolts of destruction hurled, which, bounding o er the distant plain, like messen- 
gers of fate and destiny appeared, enjoying recreation ! A pause ensued, when Chuttur 
Saul advancing, UbdoQs Sumud to single combat challenged Rae Mun Duwa, the peril 
of his chief perceiving, to Ins assistance rushed, and by his troops was proropUj follow- 
ed Emulating Ins example, they impetuously assailed the foe and numbers slew 
On one side Turks— Boondelas on the other, gi\ing their horses rein— at the same 
dread moment charged Man to man and arm to arm the valiant warnors fought, and 
many a hero, weltering on the field, extended, lay Bhugwunt Rae, Sjl Rae^ and Him 
mut Singh, fell with wounds and glory covered Khagur Bboj, displa5ing valour, lost 
his life By enemies surrounded, was the brave Sah Misr, who with wounds, though 
covered, to recede disdaioed, and like a hero died Tisbnoo Das deposited bis life with 
Ood The Deotahs and intellectual beings, who bad quitted their celestial mansions to 
behold the battle, stood enraptured, in wonder and amazement, at the mighty deeds of 
each contending chief The slam ascended the solar car, and proceeded from this frail 
world, to regions of celestial bliss 

Ubd oos Sumud, fresh troops advanced To receive tbeir charge, prepared was 
Ohuttur Saul , and Ujeet Rae, the foe assailing, around him slaughter scattered No less 
nobly fought Megb Raj who spread destruction in the thickest of the fight Gallant, 
enterprizmg, bold, was Bhoput Rae, who, conducting many a brave attack, slew num- 
bers of the foe Ghunseeam, by enemies suiToanded, nobly fougbt, retreat disdaining, 
andZndoiil of the Rawut tribe, for deeds of valour stood distinguished 

By martial ardor fired, the Ufgfaan Yoosoof Khan, led on a fierce attack , but hts 
horse receiving wounds, his ardent efforts failed 

The heroic chiefs and noble minded warnors of Raja Chuttur Saul, ashamed of 
being so long opposed and checked in taid career of vjclojy, and more than life, loss of 
martial reputation dreading, by another valiant charge, essayed to win the day 
With shouts, like angry tiger’s roar, the hosts on either side, to renew the conflict rushed 
The shock was as electnc clouds, by furious tempest dnven, in contact stnke with 
instant flash, rebounding, tbundenag peals the echoing welkin crack Dreadful havoc 
the blood-thirsty sabres did, in the harvest of existence ! Their ghttermg blades, amid 



the smoke of thundering cannon, like forked lightning seemed, darting from its parent 
cloud ! whence vivid rockets sprang, and showers of bullets around destruction poured ! 

When Rutun Shah and Ungud Rae, their brilliant bladed sabres drew, like solar 
rays bursting from a cloud, refulgence darted round, furiously charged the foe, those vali- 
ant hearted chiefs. The whirlwind of the charge, all before it swept, leaving nought be- 
hind, but death. Rana Ram Das and his adherents, with valiant shouts assailed the foe. 
Soondur Man was by a brilliant charge distinguished. The troops of Sujjan Mul like 
lions charged. 

Famed for prowess and heroic deeds, the Ufghau tJlee Khan with shouts bore down 
in fierce array. Huijoo Mnl Goree on the enemies’ line maintained a brisk attack; while 
Oodee Knrun the scattered troops collecting, strenuous efforts made to win the day. By 
excess of valour influenced, Bukhsbee Dburum Gund rushing in the thickest of the fight, 
nobly assailed the foe. Nabir Khan, impetuous as an angiy lion, charged. Then came 
Futh Khan, who in this field of heroes, slew or wounded all with whom be fought Raja 
Prithoo Raj, an air of pride assuming, by many a daring deed, displayed his valor. 
Bharutee Chund evinced the estimable qualities he possessed. Roop Sah and Umun Sah 
bravely charged the foe; Subul Sah wielding his spear, rode triumphant over the field; 
while from excess of valor, Geeshoo Rae into the ranks of the enemy rushed, and slaughter 
spread around. 

The household of Muha Deo, delighted at the carnage, beat the tabor, danced and 
clapped their bands. Still the battle raged! Some would out of action come, and, sing- 
ing warlike strains, return again to fight. 

More troops were now advanced by Chnttur Saul. Ubd oos Sumud also reinforced 
his line. Such a juncture was an ample criterion of the valor of every rank ; for, all with 
eager ardor vied to defend his faith and its gallant champion, into non-eristence hurling 
numbers, who no true creed maintained. 

Ubd oos Sumud, now in force advancing, great apprehensionJbr a while prevailed. 
But Chuttur Saul at his attempt expressed delight; and to bis chiefs gave suitable in- 
structions. They, leading their forces on, sword in hand attacked the adverse troops. 
Chuttur Saul, supported by bis valiant chiefs, rushed in the thickest of the battle. The 
foe had also charged : baud to hand, the hosts engaged ; and sounds of ‘Kill, kill,’ from 
many thousand voices constant smote the ear. 

The Sbekbs and Mirzas, with their utmost vigour fought. Cannon, matchlocks, 
rockets, with thundering peals and vivid flash, around destruction spread. Bullets and 
arrows fell in showers. Wisdom was of no avail ; for, hand to hand the hosts engaged. 
The cavalry charged full oft! The death-inflicting sabres, many a helmet split! On 
victory or death resolving, the conflict was renewed ! Horseman to horseman stood 
opposed; youth to youth; aged, to the advanced in years. The clad in armour, with 
those in mail, archer to matchlockmen, were hand to hand engaged. 



54 In that sea of commotion, wlial numbcM perished ' At the slanghter, overjoyed T 7 as 

Miihadeo®2, who his drum and tabor, wiiEi continued exultation, beat, as o’er the 
bloody scene he danced 1 

At length, the brave Boondelas, step by step, drove back the foe Deo Kurun six 
thousand horse collected, and supported by Ins infantry, bore down in proud array, and 
made a flerce attack on Chuttur Saul, who by enemies surrounded, as a hill of ore, with 
electric clouds environed, forked lightning attracting, undaunted stood His horse three 
wounds receiving, was disabled, and he by foes well nigh o’erpowered, when Uagud 
Rae, prompt to the assistance of his brother darting, the fight with fury was renewed 

The nephew of Chattnr Soul bravely charged , impetuous fighting followed, and he 
was nearly overcome, when Chuttur Saul to his assistance hastening, rescued his wound* 


** The nUs peenlur to Muhtdro, end those of the Doorp fooje, xreatlf re*emhle the orpes of Btecbns, end 
the tronbipof theLio^ttutofthe bf which they tneen to eckoowledge that creatire energy bj which 

all nature is prodnced. The Icirned Psulinus, a hanfooted Carmelite, who resided l3 yean In lodia, atatei, in his 
Voyage to the East ladies, p 31 1 * We find also by the sacred scnptores, that the worshipping of Pnspns, as the 

(yabol of the all ereatire suo (Shiru] In auhterranean temples and cireres, prerailed 1400 yean before the 
birth of Christ Aeeerdtiigl^ we tiod, as nlemi to by Paalmos. the good blog Asa destroying the tiol which hie 
notherMaaehshbsdsetupinthegrore IKInga.xv 13— 3/aariee 

The worship of the PhalloJof the Creeks, (be Prupos oftbe Romans, sod the Uagu of ibellutdoos, appears to 
hare been the common worship of Pagan nations Alhcoxnt acquamu ns (Atbeaw lib e e 5) (bat Ptolemy Pblla* 
deJphoi iLspIsyed to the Egyptust a Phallus of gold, riehlypsiotedaod adoraad with golden rrowar, 120 eob ts 
la length, with a stir of boruihed gold opon (he top, tbecireumremee of wbleb wuiu cubits Thu srai borne 
aloft, I he the other Idols, on a iptendid car, and like then reeeired homage from the gating erowd Th s atro* 
eloos outrage against decency,— this sboalnsbie mockery of erery thing ucitd, under the Inanlied name of 
religion, from Egypt spread Its In/ectios tbroogli all ihr hSogdoms of Asia, and was carried in Creece to anch a 
pilch of Infamous refinement, that, in celebrstiog the orgies of Bsccbni, according to Herodotos, (Eferodoti, hb 
IL p 132) they fabricated certain obicene Images, a cnbit ,o length, to artificUUy eonlnred, that the at^ur, 
equal in magnitude to the rest of the body, might be mored at pleasure , and these Images the women (those 
ahaaeless foXXo^epoi,) carried about fn processiooi,aloglcig all the time the praises ofBacchns, and dancing to the 
aonnd oftbe late, Jle then adds, that it was MeUmpus who first Sotrodneed among the Greeks the tactl&cesla 
honor of Baeefaus, the pomp of the Phallns, and elt other ceremoulrs of that Egyptian inperstition The rettiges 
of this ancient and nefarioui Idolatry are CTideotty traced in the worship of Baalpeor, so frequently and loudly la 
TCigbrd ngainst by (he prophets lo rarloos paru of the aacred writings Tbe word Baalpeor la, according to Bi* 
■hop Cumberland, denr^ from two Chaldee prlmitim , the former signifying god, tnd peer or payer denudare, 
which he would literally translate, tbegod Friapus **— Jl/e«r,cf 

The ancients eontrlred, in obedience to (he rclgDlng superstition, gradually to contract the ascending pile, and 
gave tbe tommic a pyramidal farm Hence probably, (he oral pagodas of fodia and the obelisks of Earopo owed 
the r origin and Manriceobserres "lam^raid erenatthls day,aner so manyages hare elapsed, (he restige of the 
first grand inperstiUon, so general In the ancient eras oftbe world, Is too often apparent in the lofty spires sndp n* 
naclea with which the aacred edifices of Europe are decorated.** Perhaps our celebration of May day, and dancing 
tound the May pole. Instead of beiog « feast la honor of Fiora, cngwawdln tbe Pballic worship aodfesilralof 

Bacchus Insupportof that hypothesis, Ilnsertafsbort extract from theTrarels of Antenor 

«• The festlrtl commenced at sunset The whole city appeared la an Intoslatlon of pleasure A ressel of 
wwe, adorned with a rine branch, led the way, after which followed the faXAoi. Both sexes ran about the s^ets, 
nodding their beads, and dancing In ridiculous postotes, and filling the air with tbelr hldrous shridw and shouts 
Aflet, a number of aacred ressels followed, a select band of noble maidens esrrying LtUe baskets of gold wiib all sort 
of fruit After these followed the ^oXXo^ rpoi, Or men carrying poles, st tbe end of which were fastened the 
Xoi, iiagmg licentious songs, called 4>aXX«a aofiarti Then foUowed the t9w^aXXo» in womans apparel 
Tl,lr.ttioin«J,ati.re,n«mW.ath»corilr«.l™mt« Tie prectuionwu cW t, th. »!» 

emirf th. untl W»vo(Ilucltniitli.t.«nlti ««Jpioimt»,lli.intdraMoi«fte 



ed warriors from ampending death. The enemy made another charge, o’erpowering §5 
TJjeet Rae ; but to his relief, with impetuosity irresistahle, again rushed Chuttur Saul ; and, 
protecting Ujeet Rae, slew all whb opposed him. How fiercely fousjht the mighty Ghut- 
tur Saul ! the blows of fate inflicting ! The Mooslinis then advanced with overwhelming 
force ; but Chuttur Saul, by corresponding movement and a brilliant charge, the threaten- 
ing storm dispersed. Ubd oos Sumud thus repulsed, his force en masse assembled, and 
in three directions simultaneous charged the shattered force of Chuttur Saul,— whohaving 
these attacks foreseen, to each opposed some troops ; and, while he prodigies of valiant 
deeds performed, the Boondelas were at every point assailed ; and he, by foes surrounded, 
was left without support : single and encompassed, to troops in rear he called, while to 
the right and'left, he inflicted death. 

To subdue him, from Ubd oos Sumud’s force three chiefs advanced ; Of three regard- 
less, fierce on tiie enemies’ ranks he rushed, scattering around destruction ; his strength, 
dexteritj', and habitual use of arms enabling him to lay the heads ofhundreds in the dust. 
Everywhere hecharged, heoverthrew, and slew, and tossed the enemies’ heads about, like 
a juggler playiug with balls From their headless trunks, fountains gushed of blood! 

From dawn of day till evening, had the battle raged! Cbuttur Saul had then but eighty 
horsemen left; while Ubd oos Sumnd’s force was still considerable. Dewan Buldeo again 
led on his troops, and was promptly charged by Ubd oos Sumud : again the flames of bat- 
tle kindled, and raging spread. Beer Buldeo broke the ranks of Ubd oos Sumud ; by 
showers of bullets, silenced the imperial cannon, and with such increasing fuiy fought, 
that Ubd oos Sumud’s force was overthrown, and bis artillery captured. Below the 
western sky the sun had sunk, when the dismal din of battle ceased. In the night. Ubd 
oos Sumud sent to Beer Buldeo to beg permission to collect his dead; and on obtaining 
it, the wliole in earth were solemnly interred. The Boondelas also amassed their slain, 
and in an hour’s space, the whole were burnt to ashes. 

Ubd oos Sumud, of power divest, in mind depressed, bis mighty host in earth laid 
low, to misfortune was compelled to bend ; and pay, as the price of liberty, the Ghout.h. 
When that source of contention was adjusted, the defeated chief crossed the Jumna, and 
withdrew his shattered force. Ubd oos Sumud thus suffered a ruinous defeat, while the 
prosperous Raja -Chuttur Saul, aided by divine Providence, obtained a signal victory. 

The martial bands sounded strains of triumph, and great rejoicings prevailed in the 
camp of Chuttur Saul, who proceeded then to Punnab, where be dwelled until his wounds 
were healed. 

.When news of the defeat and destruction of the army of Ubd oos Sumud spread abroad, 
dismay and dread filled the neighbouring chiefs, who, among themselves, in common con- 
verse kid, Wbat a pity is it, that Ubd oos Sumud was subdued! Chuttur Saul mast be a 
saint ; for, no measure against him, however extensive, prudent, and well planned, has ever 
prospered: hence a belief prevailed, that he was favored and protected by divme Provi- 
dence, and consequently n ever could be vanquished. - 

n AUns'iveto jugglers, who throw four or fire balk ia the air, catching each as it falls, and throtring it up 
jgain, and thus keeping all but tbe oac lest in the air- 

Z 



CHAP XXI. 


Concerning the Defeat of Buhlool Khan. 


When Raja Chuttur Saul had recovered from hi9 wounds, he invaded the territory 
of Huree Lai Guj Singh, IcMcd contributions, ravaged the country, and burnt the towns 
and villages round Ghelsa 

Buhlool Khan, on receiving intelligence of these events, marched from Dhamonee 
with nine thousand men in armour to oppose the wnrlike Cluittur Saul with the same 
view, Jugut Singh also moved to Mudeeawuh Buhlool Khan, conscious of the superiority 
of Chuttur Saul, and apprehensive for the safety of Jugut Singh, hastened to Ins assist- 
ance, and encamped four kos from that town, m order to rest his troops, and make ar- 
rangements preparatory to attacking Chuttur Saul, who, aware of the evils of delay, moved 
forward, and coining suddenly on an advanced post of Buhlool Khan, promptly attacked 
it, and killed about forty of his men 

Bubloo! Khan immediately beat to arms, marched to Mudceawuh, and, joining the 
troops of Jugut Singh, proceeded to attack the force of Chuttur Saul 

The battle soon with warmth commenced From side to side, like angry tigers 
roaring, rockets sprang The Moosulmans advancing, boldlj their utmost ed'orts used, 
and many, by the fire of Chuttur Saul, were slain Great intrepidity the Turks display- 
ed, and battle with rancor raged numerous killed and wounded, on both sides fell, but 
neither host withdrew The conflict darkness stopped 

The Raja, resoh mg to attempt by night, that which by day be had not accomplished,— 
at the time when drowsy mortals, in darkness merged, enjoy balmy sleep, did Chuttur 
Saul his silent troops conduct, and on the sleeping foe impetuous rush Consternation 
reigned , but Buhlool Khan, Ins force collecting, remained concentrate, awaiting break of 
day For seven successive days and nights, did such attacks, with equal loss prevail 
To dispel the phantom panic, by mfiuence of example, when next the troops opposed the 
foe, Jugut Singh advanced, and to single combat challenged Chuttur Saul, who, prompt 
to the front proceeded, and, while the embattled hosts in mute amazement stood, m 
first encounter, Chuttur Saul, a lifeless corse left Jugut Singh, extended on the field 



Dismay atid dread, mth spectral influence, thrilled the ranks of Jngut Singh, whose 
troops from further contest were by Buhlool Khan withdrawn : for, under the influence of 
the recent panic, it did not appear a proper time to oppose the talent, enterprize, and skill 
of Chuttur Saul ; no measure adverse to him, having ever been successful. 

Chuttur Saul, after these events, proceeded to Shah Gurh: a measure, which induced 
the Soobadars to invest that fort ; Buhlool Khan with all his troops accordingly appear- 
ed before it : Chuttur Saul, perceiving theirdesign, expressed delight, and said, ‘They seek 
their own destruction and promptly led bis troops to battle. A furious conflict followed : 
one of the chiefs of Buhlool Khan, mounted on an elephant, was slain ; and when his 
troops saw the Howdah empty,- tremor thrilled their veins. 

For three successive days the attack continued; and on the fourth day, Buhlool Khan, 
finding all his efibrts fail, withdrew his force, and retired to Dhamonee. There, humbled 
by defeat, and at his tarnished reputation mortified, he put an end to his existence. 



CHAP. XXII. 

The "Dtjeat of Morad Khan, 


Soon after tlie retreat and death ofBuhtool Khan, Ohuilur Saul again took the field, 
and commenced the campaign by the siege and reduction of Koterah He then attacked 
and burnt llie town of Jussoo , and by mild and conciliatory measures, induced the pea- 
santry to submit to bis authority He ne*l besieged and took Gubgetta, reduced the 
adjacent ton ns and villages, and proceeded to Mulioba, where he did whatever his inclina- 
tion prompted Marching thence, he attacked Soliooda, where Morad Khan, the repre- 
sentative of the Nuwab Duleel Kbao, resided 

DuleelKhan was valiant, proud, and warlike, and had haughtdy resisted payment of the 
Chout.b , and when any cluef evinced a hostile intention, he was immediately atticked, de- 
feated, and compelled to submit to his authority Adverting to the fame and prowess of 
Buleel Khan, Morad Khan had conducted himself towards Chuttur Saul iwth arrogance 
end presumption A Boondela force was accordingly sent to reduce his power, and levy the 
CboUt,Ii On Its approach, the XJfghans came out, and drew up m order of battle , bat were 
promptly attacked by the Boondelas who fought with such valor, vigor, and impetuosity, 
that the enemy was embarrassed and dismayed Sword in band they furiously assailed the 
troops of Morad Khan The whirlwind of the charge swept away the lives of a thousand 
Ufglians, who sought their own destruction by opposing Chuttur Saul Morad Khan was 
slain, and in that sea of commotion, numbers perished The standards, cannon, kettle- 
drums, treasure, and camp equipage of Morad Khan, were captured bj the troops of 
Chuttur Saul, by whom also four hundred spearmen, and *1 thousand foot soldiers, who 
were retreating, were surrounded, andcoropelled to surrender The warriors ofCliatfur 
Saul were elated and delighted at this victory, for, Duleel Khan was a favorite of the Em- 
peror, and so celebrated for strength and prowess, that with one blow he would slay an 
enraged elephant His fame was therefore the theme of general converse and of admi- 
ration But Raja Ciiuttur Saul reduced bis power, slew his Qilaadar and troops, and 
ravaged, ransacked, and des'poiled his country, towns, and villages 

Tlie newswnters immediately conveyed intelligence of this event to the Emperor, 
who, on receiving the report of the death of Morad Khan, of the defeat of the force of 
Duleel Khan, and of the spoliation of bis country, neither expressed rage, anger, or dis- 
pleasure, but rather appeared gratified at the bumbled pride of Duleel Khan, who, on a 
former occasion, had used some proud and arrogant expressions, which were fresh in 
His Majesty’s recollection 



When Duleel Khan, according to custom, came to pay his respects to the Emperor, His 
Majesty, adverting to his former rodomontade, said, ‘ The strength of your nepheir-s arm 
has increased: he now wishes to play with his uncle’s beard!’ ^ Duleel Khan,' on hear- 
ing this remark, was confounded, and wondered to what Ifis Majesty could have alluded ; 
for, so many words from the Emperor’s blessed tongue bad never before reached his at- 
tentive ear. He was therefore at a loss to conjecture the cause and meaning of His Ma- 
jesty's observation. 

On returning, however, from the illustrious presence of the Emperor to bis own dwelling, 
he received a newspaper,conlaiuiDg an account of the misfortune and calamity which had be- 
fallen him ; stating, that Raja Chuttur Saul had first demanded the Chout,h, which Morad 
Khan had refused to pay ; that the Raja consequently invaded his territory, and attacked 
the Ufghans, who, for a while, vigorously opposed the Boondelas;but the Raja, being 
better prepared, bad a great advantage, and about a thousand Ufghans had become tlie 
food of his blood-drinking sabres ; that Morad Khan had been slain, that his valiant 
chiefs and intrepid soldiers had, nevertheless, used their utmost endeavours, refusing to 
recede, and long contended for victory ; but the battle raging with greater fury, the slaugh- 
ter became so dreadful, that the ensanguined field resembled the confusion and horror of 
the day of judgment : in short, that the array of Morad Khan had received a ruinous 
defeat; that the country was conquered ; that a glorious nctoiy was the fate of the power- 
ful and prosperous Raja Chuttur Saul; that every thing appertaining to the government 
‘of Morad Khan had been plundered; and, that the Raja was acting according to the im- 
pulse of his inclination. 

Wlien Duleel Khan received this soul-melting intelligence, his mind was filled with 
grief and consternation. Finding his power annihilated, he went to the Emperor to com- 
plain of Raja Chuttur Saul having iavaded and despoiled his country. When bis Ma- 
jesty heard his petition, he observed, that it was the justice of God, who had humbled tbe 
bauglity and arrogant boaster ; for, wben a person, suosisting on the imperial bounty, 
assumes a supercilious deportment before tlie Emperor, shall he not experience tbe punish- 
ment be deserves? On bearing this rebuke, Duleel Khan, recollecting what he had for- 
merly said in the hall of audience, wrung bis hands, and retired from the presence to Ills 
dn'elling, where, with much grief and sorrow, he lamented his fallen state. 

Contemplating his misfortunes, and meditating on what measure it had become in- 
cumbent to pursue, it appeared advisable to open a negociation with Raja Chuttur Saul, 
to whom he accordingly wrote aletter to the follo^ving effect. 

" ' 0 ! Chuttur Saul ! when your father Chumput Rae exchanged turbans with me, 

we were thenceforth as brothers, united in the bonds of amity. In reference to that 


•' Tliis i- an allosion to Duleel Kban having in former times, exchanged tnrbnns with Raja Chumpot Rae, hy 
which ceremony, they became adoptefl brolhe-s, and, conee.jnently, he stood in the relation of uncle to Chuttur 

Saul. 



fncndship with which the Emperor has now reproached me, I address the prosperous son 
of Raja Chumput ' Why ha\ e 5 oii thought me so devoid of worth, as to plunder and de- 
spoil ray country ’ My humble possessions were hardly worth the notice of a magnammons 
and mighty prince erj person knows of thefriendship which formerly existed between 
me and jour illustrious father Let therefore, some measure be adopted to remove the 
misforlime and disgrace with which your having plundered my country has oierwhelm- 
ed me ’ 

When Ohuttur Saul received this letter, he immediately discontinued hostilities in 
the territory of Duleel Khan, ^ith whom he renewed the bonds of friendship, restoring 
to him the elephant and property of the hte Morad Khan, together with the kettle- 
drums, standards, two pieces of cannon, and other property which had been captured 

The fame and good name which the Raja acquired by this act of magnanimity was 
the theme of general admiration, and all ranks united m praising his munificence and 
other virtues He adopted measures, which no other person would pursue he would 
first bumble and subdue his foes, and then wipe all traces of sorrow, grief, and affliction 
from their brows The regular payment of the C!iout,h was all he demanded, and winch 
was afterwards remitted by the grateful JDuIeel Khan 

Chnttur Saul next turned Ins arms against AIutound,h> where the Zuireendars 
who had been excited by the Ufghans to rebel, hid assembled in considerable force, and 
prepared for predatory excursions in his doniioions Chnttiir Saul accordingly, with hia 
usual promptitude advancing, hemmed them in on tliree sides , for, on the fourth side was 
the fort, and adopted every care and precaution to prevent their escape 

He appointed Megh Raj to lead the attack on the left, where that chief accordingly 
drew up Ins troops iii order of battle Buldao was posted with the experienced and mc- 
torious veterans on the right , and Chutlur Saul, from excess of valor and intrepidity, 
chose the centre himself, and thus enclosed three sides of the fort 

The advance of Chuttur Saul's division was led by Rae Mun Duwa, who furiously 
assailed the foe, by whom he was warmly received The troops closed, and battle rag- 
ed Tlie rockets and small arms roanng, created great confusion m the ranks of the ene- 
my, and the slaughter occasioned by the bullets and arrows which m showers fell around, 
conveyed an idea that man was destroying the world 

The Duwi, on the point of charging the enemy, was struck with a matchlock ball, 
and fell from his horse, which was also wounded The enemy, observing him fall, advanc- 
ed to cut off his head The Duwa, knowing that it would be difficult to preserve his life, 
and aware bow acceptable an offenng it would be to Mubadeo, took his sword, and cut 
off first his horse s, and afterwards his own bead , for Shivii delights in the offer of a hu- 
man head, which to the devoted Hindoo ensures celestial beatitude Kalee danced. The 
Raja charged, ami saved the wounded from falling into the hands of the enemy 



The QUaadar still remained in the fort, sounding his martial instruments. The loud- 9 1 

er they sounded, the more the anger andrage of Chuttnr Saul increased. His face redden- 
ed from excess of ire, and ardor to subdue the foe, and his polished steel helmet added 
greatly to his martial appearance. At length, being no longer able to restrain his valor, 
he rushed through the ranks of the enemy, and coming to the ditch of the fort, imme- 
diately' leaped over it, and commenced slaying his enemies, -whose heads he cut off -with- 
out hesitation or pity. 

Purbut Singh, -who had accompanied him, -was greatly distinguished by his valiant 
and heroic achievements. The'slaughter was great, and after the battle, seven hundred 
bodies were counted by order of Chuttur Saul. The birds and beasts of prey came from 
all quarters to regale on human flesh, and were satiated to eructation. 

The Zumeendars then became submissive and obedient to Raja Chuttur Saul, who 
levied the Chout,h in their country, and made his prisoners pay ransom. 



CHAP. XXIII 


Of the Jialtle with the Ufghan Usmtid Khan, and with Shah Qoohe 
Khan, the Adticeof Pran Nath Pnbhoo, 


After Ohuttur Saul had taken Mutoundh, and received ransom and the Choul,li,he 
advanced against D^hamonee, ^here he earned all Ins inclinations into effect, took D,houra, 
and reduced T.hoorahut He then plundered Kotra.Bikchurah, andpulgaee, ravaged Jii- 
lalpoor, and pitched his camp at Nolee The fame of his deeds and the terro- of Lis name, 
thundered through the land Shah Qoolee at the head of a considerable force, advancing 
in the territory of Chuttur Saul, gave the shout of war, which occasioned much pleasure 
and gratification to the Raja 

When the Ufghan Usmud Khan heard of the arrival of Shah Qoolee Khan, be felt con* 
fident and hold, and taking four hundred horse, proceeded with them to a place named Pu< 
haree, irhere he afterwards collected all bis troops, in order to attack the Boondelas, who 
were in great force, at a short distance from that place 

The Boondelas, elated by their continued career of victories, had become proud, ar-> 
rogant, and haughty , and conceived themselves superior to the army of Usmud, which they 
resolved to surround, and plunder without fighting 

Raja Chuttur Saul, with his usual intrepidity, mounted on his elephant, proceeded m 
front of the enemy’s line On perceiving him, Shekh Usmud felt a presentiment, that he 
acted under the influence of the divine favor He therefore prajedto God, saying, * 0 ’ 
Lord, guard and protect me from the power of my enemies Although I am ready to die, 
yet 1 wish to preserve my army from the hands of the enemy * Usmud Khan, putting his 
trust in God, advanced to oppose Chuttur Saul, who proceeded to meet him, discharging 
showers of arrows on the enemy’s troops, which occasioned much disorder and confusion 
At length, he rushed into the midst of their ranks, which he broke and dispersed, for none 
could withstand the vigor of his attack and the force of bis arm About five hundred of 
the enemy who were in armour, were slam in this attack A chief named Sheer Khan, who 
advanced in front to challenge an attack, was slam with aBoondela arrow 

Usmud Khan then madea furious attack on the force of Chuttur Saul, slew many 
ofhis men, obliged it to retire, and, eventually, to fly in disorder from the field, whence it 
was closely pursued by the force of Usmud Khan Chuttur Saul alone covered their re- 



treat, and with the strength of his arm gave security and protection to his vrarriors, who 9 
groaning under the load of mortified pride, were comforted, soothed, and consoled by the 
wise and pertinent observations of Chuttur Saul. Had it not been for him, the army must 
inevitably have been destroyed. Pursuing bis retreat, he arrived at Mow, where the camp 
was pitched. 

He there deemed it proper to address his troops, in order to restore their confidence 
and spirit ; and, assembling them for the purpose, spoke as follows : ' 0 ! warriors, let no feel- 
ings of shame, care or disgrace dwell on your minds ; for, in effecting a retreat, there is 
an ample field for the display of valor, prudence, and sagacity : and in ancient times, Krish- 
na was compelled to fly before Kal Jumun, who had advanced against the city of filuthoo- 
ra. In a great battle which ensued, Krishna, compelled to abandon the field, fled and con- 
cealed himself in the cavity of a hill, where a Raja named Moonchkoond was sleeping. 

'Kal Jumun, having closely pursued Krishna, entered the cave soon after him; and, 
seeing the sleeping Raja, gave him a kick, and said, " 0 ! hypocrite ! Youhave just run 
away in battle, and now pretend to be asleep.” 

‘On receiving the kick, Slooncbkooud awoke, and saw a person standing near. From 
the glance of hloonchkoond, Kal Jumun fell to the ground, and became a heap of ashes. 

For Moonchkoond, having one day implored a blessing from Indru, said. Let me enjoy 
balmy sleep as long as I like ; and let the person who wakes me, from my glance, crumble 
into ashes. Krishna being aware of this circumsttmee, adopted that method of effecting 
the destruction of Kal Jumun, and afterwards came out of the cave, paid bi.s respects to 
the Raja, and returned to Miitboora : so also, the destruction of tTsmudKUanmaybo 
efl'ected from the temporary success he has experienced.’ Moonchkoond, who had aban- 
doned terrestial objects, in the hope of attaining celestial enjoyments, retired to the top of 
a northern mountain, to perform austerities, and devote his life to the worship and adora- 
tion of God. 


“Remote from man, with God, be passed his dajs. 

Prayer all his business, alibis pleasure praise." 

Chuttur Saul continned ; ‘The Pandoos also in the Muhabharut, made Dronacharijss 
flee ; and Raja Bal made the Bamuu turn his back, and become friendly to his designs, 

‘Raja B,heem also, who possessed the strength of ten thousand elephants, turned his 
back in battle. What wonder, then, is there in you having once done so 5’ 

Prnn Nath ! Pribhoo, a very pious and holy person, whose exemplary conduct and fer- 
vent devotion, rendered his prayers accepted by heaven, made Chuttur Saul and alt bis 


To enter into a narration of the faWes here dluaed to, wouia prolons- the vrotb unaeccsiatily, ■K-llbout 
contributing to the amnsement of the reader. 
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followers fully sensible of their depenJance on the power and will of God He then 
strongly urged Chuttur Saul to attack Uumud Khan, holding out to him, under the ope 
ration of divine favor, every probability and prospect of success lu compliance with his 
advice, the Raja assembled his army, prepared for battle, and advanced to Dhondlmrah, 
where the troops of Usi^ud Khan, prepared for the encounter, were in line extended a 
furious attack ensued, confusion and disorder spread in the ranks of Usmud, compelling 
him to retire on the town of Keerpoor, where he made arrangements for a general action 
His loss in the first attack having been inconsiderable, he was still in great force, and, 
dated by his former success, had become sanguine, bauglity, and presumptuous Elevating 
his colours, and heating his drums, he marched with great pomp to attack Chuttur Saul 
whose force was encamped at the Ghaut of Keerpoor The battle commenced with vigor, 
soon became general, and raged with fury Showers of arrows, balls, and bullets fell The 
butt of enemies’ breasts was filled with well tempered barbs. The high minded chiefs, 
heroic warriors, and valiant soldiers, sustained thealtack with unrivalled firmness fortitude, 
and valor , exerting their utmost eflbrls to win the day Mutual struggles and hard fighting 
followed Heslruction spread From clouds of smoke, the sky concealing, arrows, those 
teeth of fate, impetuous fell, like ram ' Nuraeen Das led the advance Rae MunDuwa 
fiercely attacked the force of Lushkur Khan, while Khandee Rae furiously assailed the 
Turks, drove them from their position, and occupied the defiles and road, by which their 
troops would have to pass Then leading on his mighty chiefs, heroic warriors, and vali 
ant troops, alike regardless of the vain designs and sangpine hopes of Usmud, he stormed 
and captured the imperial caanon The artillerymen tied to the spot where Chuttur 
Saul, supported by hia valiant troops, was straining every nerve to restore the wonted 
glory of his arms At this period, Megb Raj by sadden shouts, induced them to By for 
safety to the passes which were blockaded, where they became exposed to a heavy fire, 
which effected their destruction The chief of Kuleerah, Mudlioo Singh, advanreJ and 
gave the whoop of war The nfghan Usmud Khan, disregarding personal danger, ham- 
pered, htirassed, and surrounded the troops of Chuttur Saul, who perceiving their pen 
lous situation, animated them by his own example to fresh exertions, rushed m the enemy's 
ranks, and scizinghis gun, successively shot three Mirzas Great slaughter and a desperate 
conflict ensued Unable to resist the valor, vigor, and impetuosity of the attack, the army 
of Usmud was compelled to recede Instantly the Raja gave the war hollo, assailed them 
with increasing fury, and broke tbeir ranks, m which be occasioned as much commotion as 
prevailed in the sea, when it was churned by the mountain of Mundrachul, m order to pro- 
duce the Imreeta, or water of immortality, for, the army of Usmud resembled the suc- 
cessive waves of the ocean, and Cbattor Saul the mountain of Mundra^ and he so 


•* Allnding to tie Koomi UniUr,or descent of Vbhnoo, lo tbe form of « tortoise, to sopport tbe Mrtb nuktns 
in tlie ocean, and ihe Soors and Usoo« ehomojf that ocean mthtbemonnUin Mandar The DiooolaiobclMWt 
on tbe back of tbe tortoise, Indrabegan to whirl ttabootasifit wereanuchioe TbemonnUin MaaJarseired 
as a chom, and tbe serpent VasooVee as a rope j and tbos, $o former days, did ihe Deoubs,the Usoon, and lie 
Dsnoos begin to stir op the waters of tie ocean for Ibo diseoeery of tbe Umreeta i at length, arose out of lie 
troubled deep,6nt the moon, with apTeisingeoiHitenance, slanjog mtbten tbonaaad besmsof gentle light neit 
follotreJ Siw, tbe gtfddOM of fortaae, whose mtU the white Id/ of tie waters lienSooraDeree, tbe goddess of 
wine, and tbe white horse caUed Oodiisran and after these, Ihert wu prodneed the jewel Kowsloobb, lb** 



ciuraed this sea of foes, that it produced to him immortal fame. He overthrew and de 
feated the imperial army; and, observing Usmud Khan hampered and distressed, rushed 
forward to slay him. At that moment, however, Syyid Luteef, observing bis perilous situa- 
tion, advanced to his assistance, and said to Chuttur Saul, ‘ Take the Choul,h of the coun- 
try, receive ransom, but spare his life.’ The Raja, attending to the request of Syyid Lu- 
teef, spared the life of Usmud Khan, who agreed to pay ransom and the Chout,b; Thus, 
Raja Chuttur Saul obtained another decisive and glorious victory. 

When the Emperor received intimation of these events, he removed Usmnd Khan 
from the government of Dhamonee, and appointed Shah Qoolee his successor. That 
chief accordingly took his departure from the imperial court, and proceeded with eight 
thousand warriors to resume the war with Chuttur Saul. On entering Boondelk,hund, he 
was joined by Raja Nund, who was appointed to lead the van of the imperial army, 
which advancing rapidly, arrived in the vicinity of Mow, and surrounded the fort, in 
which Chuttur Saul resided. Raja Nund, in order to conciliate Shah Qoolee, consented 
to submit to the wounds he was about to receive, and taking a standard, planted it on the 
top of an adjacent hill. 

Chuttur Saul, who had lost no time in preparing for battle, advanced, receiving the 
attack of Shah Qoolee, with a volley of small arms. The balls fell like thunderbolts : ma- 
ny men were killed. The enemy was staggered, thrown into confusion, and compelled to 
abandon the field, where Raja Nund had been left wounded; for, his troops, on seeing 
him fall, measured the road of fliglit. When the wounded chief was brought to Chuttur 
Saul, he felt pity for him, and spared his life. On the other hand, Shah Qoolee, appre- 
hensive of the genius, talent, and undaunted intrepidity of Chuttur Saul, and adverting to 
the general feeling of dread and dismay which prevailed throughout his camp, and to 
the certmnty of his troops, in their present state of alarm, taking to flight, in the event of 
a general action, determined to restore their confidence and courage, by avoiding battles, 
and by marching about tlie country, obtaining partial successes, without the fear of ex- 
periencing an overthrow from the enemy ; and, with this view, encamped some distance 
from the field of battle. But Raja Chuttur Saul determined, by one vigorous effort, to 
effect the destruction of Shah Qoolee’s army, and, advancing in the night, made a general 
attack on his camp. Confusion, clamour and consternation reigned ! The enemy’s troops 
fled in disorder, and Shah Qoolee was taken prisoner: afflicted and dejected, he consented 


glorioDs sparkUng gem. worn by Nuraynn on his breast : then Paieejat, the tree of plenty, and Soorab,hee, the cow 
that granted everv heart’s desire. The Moon, Soora Deree, the goddess Sree, and the horse, swift as thought, in- 
stanUy marched away towards the Dews, keeping in the path of the ran. Then the Dew D.hanwantaree, in hn- 
man shape, came forth, holding in his hand a white vessel, fiUed with the immortal jmee Umreeta. When the 
Dsoors beheld these wondrous things appear, they raised their tnmnltnous voices for the 0mreeta,and each of 
them clamoronsly cxclamcd, ‘ This of right is mine.’ In the mean timelravat, a mighty elep^nt, arose, now 
kept by the god of thunder and as they continued to chorn the ocean more than enough, that deadly poison 
issued from its bed, burning like a raging fire, whose deadful fumes in a moment sprrad thraughout tte world, 
confounding the three regions of the universe with its mortal stench : until Seer (Shim), at the word ofBjumha, 
swallowed the fatal drug to save m ankin d. 



to pay the Ghoat,b, aod eigbt thousand rupees as bis ransom His color changed his 
mind was humbled^ and gnef dwelt on hia brow 

When the news of these events spread abroad, consternation and dismay prevailed 
mthe hearts of the neighbouring Soobahdars The Raja, whose fame, valor, and enter- 
pnse surpassed descnption, then, beating his kettle>druins, returned to Mow, where he 
pitched his camp 

At this period, Pran Nath Pribhoo came to visit Chaltur Saul, and by wise and pru- 
dent counsel, dispelled the clouds of apprehension from the minds of all By dilating on 
the transitory nature of terrestrial, the stability of celestial, objects, ond on the omnipo- 
tence, mercy, and goodness of God, he elevated the minds of his auditors, who became 
stedfast m the principles of piety and devotion 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

An Account of the Creation of the World, and of the Birth of Krishna, 
oihencise called Kiinheeyu 

— « 5 <©> 5 =- 

In the earliest period of the creation, " from the opposite actions ofthe creative and 
destructive qualities in matter, self-motion first arose. These discordant actions produced 
the ukas, which invisible element possessed the quality of conveying sound ; it produced 
air, a palpable element ; fire, a visible element ; and the earth, a solid element. The ukas 
dispersed itself abroad ; air formed the atmosphere ; fire, collecting itself, olazed forth in 
the host of heaven ; water rose to the surface of the earth, being forced from beneath by 
the gravity of the latter element : thus broke forth the world from the veil of darkness 
in which it was formerly comprehended. Order arose over the universe. The seven 
heavens were formed, and the seven worlds were fixed in their places, there to remain 
till the great dissolution, when all things shall be absorbed into God (Brim,h).” 

The beginning of the world is typified by the slumber of Nurayunu on the waters 
of chaos during a Kalpu, or four ages reclining on Sees Nag, or the great serpent 
Annunta, which, as Maurice observed, is a striking coincidence with holy writ, allusive 
to the period “ when the earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the 


Extract from ibeSbastra fruertcd in Dose’s preparatoiydisscrtation, vol.i. page 54.— .Wcisricc. A considertble 
portion of this ebapter is qootefl from different anthers, it being desirabie to EubsUtate antbestic translations in 
room ofthe defeclire ard nnintelUgIble acconnt contained in the manuscript. 

** Ncrajmnn signifies, be wbo dwelt on tbe -wateis , — AnaSie Bncarcict. 

*9 Tilt Yoogs are certain grand periods allcdiog to the rcrolations of tbe bcsvcnlp bodies : they are in nemher 
four. The ranity of tbe Brahmin cbronologists has induced them to apply to terresUal concerns the vast periods 
nied in Eideresl computation. 

The iron age is 432000 years. 

The brazen age E64000 

Thesilrer age.... 1296000 

The golden age..,. 1<2S009 

Total 4320000 years, or one Kalpn. 

The 'intention of the Brahmins in asrimdng as the length of the Calee Yog 4320000 years, wastomake the ^ed 
egninoi, the apparent or movable egninox, and the moon’s node, to coincide together; and .t abo follows, tlut adlow- 
ing the tenth of their Eupposition respecting the moon’s itode, precession, &c.no ices Ume wonld be Enffioent to 
complete such conjunction than that namher. By filed equinox is meant that point in the haavens fram whtch the 
Brahmins «ckon their lonritude. Hence also it follows, that the reason for the «cond, ^ fott A 

ages, or Yogs, ttrice, thrice; andfonr times Urisnnmber, was becanso th^ coohlhe utr^njuncUonor thrs ted.bnt 
Xr in th'e expressed by the number itself, or its mulriples : but tbe «2000 by 2,3. andby 4. are 

the least multiples that can be token; and therefore, would clearly be assom^ for thrs rtasou, both on account of 
their Eimplicity, and their containing inclusively all the other conjnncUons. cit.-jce. 

OC 



face of tlie deep, and the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters*” Genesis 
chap 1 > 2 

" During the slumber of Nurayunu on (he chaotic waters of the universe^ the loloj 
sprung from Ins navel, and m its blossom nas produced a person with four faces, whose 
name is Brumha who, by the command ofNurayunu, created six sons, by whom the 
world was peopled 

" At a period when the earth was become overloaded with injustice and oppression, 
she assumed the form of a milk cow, and went to utter her complaints to Bramha, who 
taking compassion on her, took her (o Vaikontha, the palace of Vishnoo At their en 
trance, a secret \oice informed them their complaints should be redressed adding 
“ 1 will become incarnate at Mulhoora, in the house of Yadu, and will issue forth to 
mortal birth, from the womb of Devuhee, since in their former life, Busoo deva w and 
Devnkee finve by earnest pr^iyer and penance, besought of me a son and since Nandba 
and Yusodlia^ have merited my protection, it is time that I should display my power 
in that region, and relieve the oppressed earth of its load * Mutiioora was at tins time 
governed by a prince named Kongsu, the (reputed) son of Oogur Syn, whom he had de- 
posed, and on whose usurped throne he reigned Kungsu, young himself, had a sister 
much younger, who, on being arnved at a proper age, he bestowed in marriage on a 
Brahmin of royal descent, and eminent for bis piety, whose residence was at Gokul a 
city situated three kos lower on the other side of the Jumna The bridegroom had reach- 
ed lus nineteenth year, the bride her tivelftb, the usual period of espousal in Hmdoostan 
both happily ignorant of the disasters that awaited (heir union The most splendid pre- 
parations were made for the celebration of (beir marriage, anil Kungsu gave his sister 
Devukee a portion worthy of so potent a monarch It consisted of four hundred stout 
elephants, fifteen hundred chosen horses, eighteen thousand carriages adorned with gold 
and jewels, besides other valuables, and a great sum in money He himself, to do them 
honor, eat on the same car with Busoo deva and Devukee, in place of the driver 
On their return from celebrating (he nuptials, he heard a voice, saying, Kengsu, 
beware! the eighth son of Devukee will be your destroyer 02 " When Kungsu 
beard these words, bis joy was turned into dread and dismay He felt, as if the 
water of immortality were converted into poison Rage flashed from Lis eyes and, 
drawing his sword, he resolved to put Devukee to death His followers observing 
his wicked design, said, Kungsu, from (he love of dominion, is about (0 commit a 
heiDons crime Busoo-deva, in order to appease his anger and save her life, address- 
ed him in terms mild and conciliating, saying, * Let not Kungsu derogate from his 
high rank and dignity by doing an unworthy action If he fears the eighth son of Dc 
Tukee, let not her life be saenfleed, and her sons shall be delivered to biro as soon as 
they are bom* On bearing these words, the rage of Kungsu melted into pity For 


* Asittic Resetrelies. 

ti Knsbss’i foster fttber and motber 


M Kfielina » real fat&er ud mot&er 
*> Maance Vide nrem Sagor 


■5vhat can mando,xvIien God ordains, 'svhose rvisdom drew Kungsn from his fell design' 
But Kungsu said, Busoo-deva will certainly endeavor to save the lives of bis sons- for 
what parent would bring his children to me to be put to death! Kungsn, therefore, in 
order to appease his fears, ordered Busoo-deva and Devukee to be fastened with chains 
and thrown into prison, where in. process of time, Devukee had six sons, all of whom 
were destroyed by Kungsu. After the conception of the seventh child, Sees Nag, or the 
serpent Annuntu, came, according to the divine decree, to transfer the foetus from the 
womb of Dev-ukee to that of Roheenee, who was the second wife of Busoo-deva. It was 
thought that Devukee had miscarried, a supposition which obtained a general belief, and 
occasioned much surprize and amazement to Kungsn. The infant thus transferred to 
the womb of Roheenee was the third Ramn, Krishna’s eider brother. When Devukee 
again became pregnant, '' her beauty shone forth with such transcendent splendor, that 
Busoo-deva her husband’s countenance itself became bright, and the very wall of the 
chamber was illuminated. Kungsu, fearing the fulfilment of the prophecy, again deter- 
mined to kill Devukee; but reflecting, that it was on all accounts, horrible to destroy a 
pregnant woman, ordered the seven iron gates of the prison to be locked, the guards to 
be watchful, and to bring him notice, on the birth of the child, in order that he might 
immediately put it to death.” 

At length, in the month of Bhaudon, on Wednesday the eighth day of the dark fifteen 
days of the moon, at midnight, Devukee gave birth to a son. Huree, i. e. Yishnoo, became 
incarnate, and assuming his proper figure, appeared before bis astonished parents in all 
tlie glory of the deity-, displaying his four arms, one holding a snnk,b ; another a chnkru; 
a third an axe ; and Uie fourth, a flower of the water-lily. His body was black, bis eye- 
brows were arched and alluring, and he was dressed in a yellow vest, with a crown of 
jewels on his head. The prison doors burst open of themselves. Busoo-deva’s chains 
fell ofii and the guards were immersed in sleep. Busoo-deva said, ‘The knot of my fortune 
is now unloosed ; for I have seen a wonderful appearance. The object of my life is ful- 
filled : but how shall I preserve the child ? where shall 1 keep it alive? For Kungsn, who 
has already killed six of my children, will as soon as be hears of the birth of this infant- 
hasten to destroy it.' Yishnoo then said, Busoo-deva, in a former life you worshipped me, 
in remembrance of which I now appear. Have no fear nor apprehension of Kungsu; and, 
on saying these words, again became an infant. The creator of the world then closed 
the eyes of Busoo-deva’s and Devukee’s understanding, and they again f/iougAi tbata. 
child was bom unto them. A secret voice was then distinctly beard to utter these words : 
“ Son of Y-adn, take up this child, and cany it to Gokul, to the house of Nunda, where 
Jusodha hath this moment been delivered of a daughter, which is to be conveyed with 
celerity hither. The doors shall open of themselves to let thee pass ; and behold, I have 
caused a deep slumber to fall on thy guards, which shall continue tffl thy journey be 
accomplished.” Busoo-deva immediately felt his chains miraculously loosened, and tak- 
ing up the child in his arms, hurried with it through all the doors, the guards being buried 
in a profound sleep » » In the darkness of the night, he proceeded towards the town of 
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Gokul ; the clouds lowered , the ram fell in torrents Arriving at the Jumna, which had 
overflowed its banks, he observed its flood rolling impetuously, and said to himself, It will 
now be impossible for any mortal to cross the river , but, fearing the cruelty of the mer- 
ciless tj rant Kungsu, he w as impelled to proceed, and stepping into the river, its waters 
immediately receded, and formed a road, which he passed Arriving on the other side, 
be proceeded to the house of Nundn, where he found all immersed in sleep , and placing 
Ins son near Jusodha, tofk up Jog Nidru, the infant daughter of Jusodha, recrossed the 
Jumna in the way he came, and returned to Muthoora, where he found the guards stiU 
asleep, and the pnson as he left it He (hen secured the doors, put on las chains, and re- 
mained as if nothing bad happened Jusodha knew not that she bad been delivered of a 
daughter , for the Almighty had drawn forgclfuloess over her imnd, and she nourished 
Krishna as her own 

When the guards awoke W « and heard the child cry, they hastened to give notice to 
Kungsu, who immediately ran, undressed as he was, to the prison, when Devukee with 
both hands trembling, presented to him her infant Kungsu received it with a frowning 
and terrific countenance, and was going to dash it against the stones,” when it darted from 
his grasp, assumed the form of a Deotah, and displaying eight arms, ascended the air with 
the glory of a goddess, while all the Deolaha assembled around, and sung her praises 
She then said to Kungsu,Whatadvantoge would you derive by kulingme’ Your destroyer 
IS already born , and saying these words, vanished, and retired to dwell lo Bmdheeachul 

Kungsu, now knowing that his destroyer was born, " ordered all the young childrca 
throughout bis kingdom to be slam Soldiers were employed, iii the strictest search, ami 
a gigantic flend, in the form of a woman, byname Pootna, a nurse of infant children, 
had obtained of Kungsu permission to be the dire agent in destroying the hopless inno- 
cents , and this fury, going out of Mulhooru, let them suck her breasts, and killed them 
with her poisoned nipples Arriving at Gokul, she concealed her own deformed figure 
under that of a beautiful woman, and presented herself at Nunda’s door, and casting her 
eyes on the cradle of Krishna, began to fondle him, and put her nipple into his mouth 
The child, however, instantly pulled it forth with such force, that blood gushed forth in- 
stead of milk, and she fell down dead ^ at bis feet 

Tbe life of Knshna , its remarkable similarity in some instances to the history of 
our Saviour , its allusions to solar and planetary worship , Knshna himself being a per- 


M Maurice VidePreia Saugur 

Thus Hercules b said to bare tucked tbe bretstotjiino mtb sucb violence, as to Bptll ■ great quantitj of 
Bilk, which overflowing the iky, formed the milky way The cause of the stnkia^ eim I tude in this and other 
instances between Knshna and Hercules is well aceoanted for in the following: passage of Major tVilford s disser- 
tation “ The Greeks, who certainly migrated from Egypt, earned with them the old Egypti and Indian legends, 
and endeavored (not always with enccess) to appropriate • fore go svstem to their new settlements All the r heroes 
or demigods, named Heracles by them, and Hercules by tbe Latins, (if not by the Ilians ) were ions of Joi her, 
who U rcpreeenlcdin Indiaboth by Hera, or Seeva, and by Hen, or Veesbnu nor can 1 help luipecting that Her 
culcs IS the same with Heracula, commonly pronounced Hercul, and signifying the race of Hera or Hun. 

‘ M Volney attempts to mythologise away the wholeof the Christian system, by insisting that thehlsto^ 

andmmcles of Christ were borrowed from thoseottbe lodiaaKmhns According to that bypothetb, the oy 




sonification of the sun : the object of the adoration of the Hindoos : and the vast and in- 101 
tricate subjects to -srhich it leads, far exceed the bounds of this work. For information, 
therefore, on these interesting topics, the reader is referred to the 2d volume of Maurice’s 
History of Hindoostan, from which a considerable portion of this chapter is cited. The 
rest of the history of Krishna forms the subject of the Prem Sagur, a work, which un- 
der the operation of General Orders, is likely to become well known, and on account of its 
great utility, is well deserving the particular attention of students. 


offspring of the Virgin means only the solar orh, rising in the sign Wirgo ; the twelve apostles aro the twelve zodi- 
acal asterisms ; while the very name of Jesus is as impiously traced to Yes, the ancient cahalisUial name of young 
Bacchus." — Maurice, 
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CHAP. XXV. 

An Account of the Blessing of Pi an Tlalh Pnhhoo. 


Thus Pran Nath Pnbhoo continued to expound the Pooran, winch made Raja Chut- 
tur Saul stedfast in the faith, and so elevated his mind above terrostial objects, that this 
world appeared to him evanescent and transitory as a dream^ PranNatfa Pnbhoo then 
blessed Chatter Saul, saying During }our life you shall rule and govern your dominions, 
and he successful tu war The Rajas ofyourrace shall be mighty, magnanimous, and brave, 
and their postenty shall long retain sovereign sway and whoever contemplates their down- 
fall, will seek only his own destruction, for, by divine grace, jour house shall be strong 
and mighty God has given you a land which abounds in diamonds You and your pos- 
tenty shall receive the produce of the diamond mines but by no other race shall this 
blessing andinexbaustible source of wealth be enjoyed 

When Pran Nath Priblioo bad fioished blessing Riya C/iuttur Saul, he drew on his 
forehead the Raj ttlk, or mark of dominion, and departed to his liouse Hence the faith 
of the Boondelas became regulated by the principles of tlie Krishna Uvutar, as they were 
explained by Pran Nath Pnbhoo, who is considered their tutelar guardian 


' ' Fran Nath Prtblioo eitabluhed a rel guxis fa tb d atioct from thiC of oilier fl ndoo tribes, b it of wLirb 
I hare oot bcea able to gam any inforinatioo Pandit Kundur Pai of the civil coart at Banda, at my re 
quest, got the whole of the tenets and particalnra of this faith copied, bat afcervarils uformeil me of his hav og 
given them to a gentlenian at Kalpee and althoagb lappliedtofaim sgaia to procure me a copy of them, I bare 
cot Bioce beard from bun on the anbject, and must therefore leave the developement of this subject to some mors 
able pen 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Of the Policy tchich led to Peace and Friendship with the Emperor Btiha- 
door Shah, and of the Siege and Capture of Lohagurh. 


After the departure of the Emperor Ourungzeh Aluingeer from this frail world, 
Bubadoor Sliah ascended the imperial throne of Hindoostan. 

Tlie Nuwah Khan Khanan, who was wise, prudent, and political, skilful in business 
and versed in diplomacy, then conducted the afiairs of the empire. 

Contemplating the commotions which had been fomented by intestine discord, after 
the demise of the Emperor Ounmgzeb, the reduced power and resources of the state, and 
the political ascendancy which the Boondela Raja Chuttur Saul had attained, he deemed 
it essential for the stability and welfare of the empire, to avert a continuance of the evils 
with which a sanguinary and unsuccessful war had clouded the reign of the Emperor 
Ourungzeb. With these views, he reminded Buhadoor Shah of the services which had 
been rendered to Ourungzeb by the late Raja Chumput Rae, who had conducted the 
imperial army over the Cfaumbul, commanded the advanced troops in the memorable 
battle with Dara Shah, and obtained the signal and glorious victory which placed the 
keys of the citadel of Dihlee in the hands of Ourungzeb, and enabled him to ascend the 
world-protecting throne. 

He then summarily alluded to the events which occasioned a rupture between that 
monarch and Raja Clmmput Rae, and subsequently with his son. Raja Chuttur Saul, by 
which the provinces had been deluged with blood, and wrested from the Emperor’s grasp. 
The glory of the imperial arms had been tarnished, the warriors humbled, and the warlike 
spirit of the troops broken, by a series of disastrous defeats, which had raised the fame, 
power, and resources of Chuttur Saul, in the same ratio that the imperial glory hadbecome 
obscured, and had left that Raja the most powerful and warlike prince in Hindoosthan. 
It became, therefore, indispensable in the existtng state of affairs, to establish friendship 
with the Raja, and, without delay, to invite him to the imperial Court, where his talents, 
power, and fame, would restore order, and support the imperial authority. The Khaukha- 
nan, moreover, observed, that the fortress of Lohagurh, which had successfully resisted 
his Majesty’s arms, would, doubtless, soon yield to the valor and enterprize of Chuttur 
Saul. 



When the Nuwab mentioned that the restoration of good order, and the reduction of 

Lohngurh uould beeflfectedb} tlieestablishmentof peace and friendship with Chuttur Saul 

the Emperor expressed raacb satisfaction, and immediately issued a furnian, requmng 
Raja Cliuttiir Saul to appear at court The Nuwab also wrote a friendly letter to the 
Raja, and stated that the Emperor, desirous of reducing the fort of Lohagurh, had ob- 
served, that if Raji Chuttur Saul were there, the place would speedily yield to the vigor 
and valor of lus arms. 

The Emperor, in writing to the Raja, expressed a desire that he would first present 
himself at court, and afterwards proceed to attack Lohagurh , and added, that on the re- 
duction of that fort, he would settle the aflairs of the Raja to his satisfaction 

When the Raja received the furman, he wrote in reply, that he would first reduce 
Lohagurh, and then repair to the loiperial court, but his Majesty, on the receipt of hw 
letter, commanil“d another mandate to be transmitted, requiring him immediately lo re- 
pair to the resplendent presence When the Raja received this order, he proceeded lo 
pay his respects to Buhadoor Shah by whom be was received with much courte^ and 
distinction, and they were mutually pleased with each other The Raja then, departing 
from the court, marched to Lohagurh, a fortress extremely strong and inaccessible 
The siege was immediately commenced The cannon thundered, and the small arms 
roared repeated attacks were made, and mutu&3 Joss ensued The heroic and high mind- 
ed warriors ofCbuttur Saul, fixing the feet of resolution and stability in the field ofani 
inosity, exerted their wonted valor and intrepidity, and much hard fighting prevailed 

The walls were breached, the gates knocked down, and the fort was stormed, and 
carried by the Raja’s troops, with a heavy loss m killed and wounded Thus was achiev- 
ed the reduction of that strong and important fortress, which had so long baffled the ef- 
forts of the impenal arras The Raja then proceeded to Sbajulianabad, in order to pay 
lus respects to the Emperor, by whom he was distinguished with approbation and ap- 
plause , aud his Majesty signified his intention of granting him a Munsub, suitable to bis 
rank, dignity, and merit 

The Raja replied to the Emperor, that God, lo whom he trusted, had granted him a 
country yielding annually two kurors of rupees, and containing mines of diamonds , that 
possessing such sources of wealth, the Munsub with which bis Majesty proposed to re- 
ward him, was unnecesssary, and that be should be always ready, without any recom- 
pense, to assist his Majesty, whenever he might have occasion for his services 

The Raja having thus declined tha Munsub, solicited and obtained the Emperor's 
permission to return to his own dominions , and leaving one of bis sons at the court, 
sounded the strains of joy, proceeded to his own country, and arrived at Mow 

The end of the Chhutor Purkasb 

Some parts of the work were extremely obscure and unintelligible but I have en- 
deavored to render the translation as correct as unweaned application to a defective 
manuscript would admit 




SAUL WHOSE TOMB IS IN THE DISTANCE 



PART m. 


Chap. I. 

An Account of the Manner in which Chuttur Saul hequeathed his 

Domi7iio7is, ^c. 


Raja Chuttur Saul died at Chutturpoor, ^?here a mausoleum is erected to his memo- 
rj. He had thirteen sons; four by his first mife, namely, Hirdee Sah, Jugut Raj, Pudam 
Singh, and Bharutee Chund ; and 13, by other drives and concubines. There is, however, 
a tradition, that he had fifty-two sons ; but no evidence of it appearing on record, it is 
unworthy of credit. 

In order to secure the independence of his posterity, he divided his territories into 
three parts ; one of which, he bequeathed to the Peeshwa Bajee Rao, on the express con- 
dition, that his heirs and successors should be kept by him and succeeding Peeshwas in 
possession of the remaining portion of his dominions. 

The country thus bequeathed to the Peeshwa consisted of Kalpee, Hutfah, Sangor, 
Jansee, Suronj, Koonah, Gurh Kotah, and Hurdee Nugur, the revenues of which were 
computed at rupees 30,76,953. 1. 1. and Gunga Dhur Bala was nominated by the Peesh- 
wa to realize the collections^®- 

The other possessions of Chuttur Saul were divided into two separate states: the 
Raj, or government of Punnah ; and the Raj, or principality of Jytpoor. The Punuah Raj 
was bequeathed to his son Hirdee Sah ; and the Raj of dytpoor, to his son Jugut Raj. The 
Punnah Raj comprised the fortress of Kalinjur, Muhun, Breecb,,b, Dhamonee,' &c. esti- 
mated at rupees 38,46,123, 13.10.^. 

Of Hirdee Sah nothing is recorded, excepting that he had two sons ; Subha Singh, 
who succeeded him in the government of Punnah, and Prithee Singh, who was appointed 
by the Peeshwa, Raja of Gurh Kotah, with a tract of territory yielding a revenue of six 
Iab,hs of rupees. 

Raja Snhha Singh had three sons ; Umaun Singh, Hindooput, and Kait Singh. ^Hin- 
dooput, by the assassination of his brother Umaun Singh, obtained the Raj : he put his 
brother Kait Singh into confinement, and both died without issue. 

Asiatic Aaaunl Registtr, 1606, ” Asiatic AmurI Register, 1S06, 
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Hindooputbad lliree sons , Sunned Smgli, tbeeldest jssne ofa second mamage, and 
Unrood Singli andDhokul Singh by htsBuree Ranee In his will, be nominated Unrood 
Singh to the succession, and during his minoritj appointed Benee Hoozooree, Dewan or 
Xamdhur, andKaim Jee Cbowbee, treasurer and Qilandar of Kalinjur, who were brothers, 
guardians and managers of the Raj The jealousy which arose between the guardians, 
each aspiring to the sole management, induced Kaim Jee Chowhee, who was the least 
powerful, to separate from Benee Hoozooree, and to support, with all his loQuence, the 
claims setup by Sunned Singli to the Raj , consequently, Benee Hoozooree and Kaim Jee 
Cbowbee became inveterate enemies, and fought many sanguinary battles, which are re- 
corded m the subsequent pages 

On the death of RajaUnrood Singh the two guardians, in order to retain their power 
and inQuence, agreed to raise Hliokul Siogh, also a minor, to the Musnud Surmed Singh, 
being thus disappointed in his hopes of succession, applied for assistance to Nonee Uijoon 
Singh, who commanded the forces of Raja Gooman Singh ofBandah, by whom he was 
appoioled guardian to BuLht Singh, the present Raja 

Nonee Urjoon Singh succeeded in depriving Dhokul Singh of bis dominions, and, 
abandoning the interest of Surmed Singh, annexed the greater part of the Raj of Punnah 
to the territories of Bukht Singh, over which, as guardian, he ruled 

Surmed Singh, after these disappointments, retired to Raj Nugur, the capital of the 
porgunnab of Lowree, which had been given tohim by his father, Hindooput, where he died, 
leaving a minor son, named Hurrah Singh, by a Moosulman woman under the guardian- 
ship ofhis Dewan, Sonae Jee, otherwise named Sona Sahee, of the Powar tribe, who was 
originally a common soldier , but availing himself of the anarchy of the times, seized the 
purgunnah, and obliged Hurrah Singb to take refuge with Meer Khan Thus Sonaee 
Jee obtained possession of the country, which on his death, descended to his son Purtab 
Singh, who now rules and resides at ChuUurpoor, possessing a tract, said to yield a re 
venue of seven or eight lakhs of rupees 

Kishor Singh, the present Raja of Punnah, is the illegitimate son of Raja Dhokul 
Singh 

The fort of Kalinjur and its dependencies were transmitted by Kaim Jee Chowhee to 
bis son Ram Kisben, who was succeeded by his son Burt Jee, who dying m 1803, his 
brother Gunga Dbur Cbowbee succeeded him Nulhoo Ram and Nurayua Das, the pre- 
sent descendants, have obtained from tbe British Government a Jageer yielding 76,000 
rupees per annum 












CHAP. II. 

An Accotait of the Raj qfjytpoor. 


Havikg in the preceding cliapter brought the history of the Raj of Punnah dorm to 
the present time, 1 revert to Raja Jagat Raj, to whom his father Chuttur Saul be- 
queathed the state of Jytpoor, which comprized Rhonda Garh,Bhora Gurh, Bursa, Ujee- 
gurh, Rungurb, Jytpoor, Churk,haree, &c. supposed to yield annually rupees 30,76,953 

1. l.ioo. 

A short period after the accession of Jugut Raj to the Musnud of Jytpoor, Moohum- 
mud Khan Bnngish, the Nuwab of Furrokhabad, formed the design of annexing Boondel- 
khund to his own dominions, and with this view, sent a powerful army under the command 
of a chief named Duleel Khan, to invade and subdue the pronnce. 

Raja Jugut Raj accordingly collected his army, which amounted to about twelve 
thousand men, and advanced to repel the invaders, whose force was considerably superior 
to that of the Raja. The armies met at a place named Nadpureea, where a furious battle 
ensued, which lasted from morning till evening, when the army of Jugut Raj abandoned 
the field, with the loss of Rao Ram Singh, the chief of Soogra, and about twelve hundred 
men. When the troops returned to camp, the Raja was no where to be found. His wife 
Ranee Umr Koonur, apprehensive of some accident having befallen him, demanded 
to know his fate ; bat no further information could be obtained, than that he had probably 
fallen in the battle. On receiving this intimation, she ordered the troops under arms, 
and, providing herself with a bow and a quiver of arrows, mounted an elephant, and 
led the army back to the field, near which Duleel Khan had encamped, and immedi- 
stely gave directions to attack his camp. The troops accordingly advanced, and, open- 
ing a general discharge of matchlocks, occasioned great confnsion and dismay, and, 
after a sharp contest, drove Duleel Khan oflT the field. She then ordered torches to be 
lit, and proceeded to search for Raja Jugut Raj, whonJ her followers at length found se- 
verely wounded, and in a state of insensibility. Then, placing him in a palkee, she re- 
turned to camp, where his wounds were dressed. The Raja bad fainted from loss of blood, 
and did not revive till midnight. He at length asked who had won the battle. On be- 
ing informed of the valor, heroism, and affection of Ranee Umr Koonur, he expressed 
to her his gratitude, and declared, that as she had endangered her own life for his safety, 
and nobly fought the enemy, an act every way worthy of a descendant of Chuttar Sanl, 
her son should certainlv succeed him in the sovereignty. 
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A short time after this battle, Dulcel Khan •‘gam advanced to attack Raja Jagul Raj, 
and a sanguinary battle was fought, near (he (own of Sloudnha Victory at first appear- 
ed to fav or the Moosulmans , but Dulcel Khan received a wound, and fell dead on the field, 
which decided the battle in favor of the Boondelas, for, the Moohummudans, on the fall 
of their chief, fled with precipitation, and were pursued with great slaughter to a consi- 
derable distance 

When the Nuwab Moohuramud Khan received intelligence of the defeat and d»ath 
of Duleel Khan, he determined to inflict signal vengeance on the BoondHas, and in- 
vaded Boondelkhund at the head of a poweifal army, defeated Jugut Raj m several 
battles, over ran the country, and obliged him to abandon his dominions and fake refuge 
in the hills 

Jugut Rnj, no longer able to meet iMoohornmnd Khan in the field sent an embassy 
to Poonali, to solicit the assistance of the Peeshwa, Bajee Rao who, accordingly marched 
with a powerful army, and on entering Booudelklmnd, was joined by thcBoondela chiefs, 
whose united troops formed an ov erwhelming force, with winch he advanced to attack the 
Nuwab Moohuiumud Khan, who retired to the fort of Jj (poor, and encamped Ins army 
under its walls, where it was immediately blockaded, and continually annoyed by the 
attacks of the Peeshwa s army Famine, and its concomitant, disease, soon «pread their 
ravages in the Nuwab s camp His armj at first, subsisted on the flesh of their cat- 
tle and horses , but when that resource failed, they were reduced to the necessitj of pul- 
verizing, and eating, their bones 

Moohummud Khan, in this extreme distress, solicited terras, threw himself on the 
mercy of tho Peeshwa, and, pledging himself never again to invade Boondelkhund, was 
allowed to quit the countrjr, and he accordingly returned to Furrokbabad 

The Peesliwa remained some time settling the affairs of the province, of which 
he demanded, and obtained the Choul h, as his annual Nuzuranu^®’ On quitting Boondel- 
kbund, he took with him a Moosulman girl, named Mustanee, by whom he had a son, 
named Sliumslieer Bahadoor, who djing m lus 27th year, left issue, OTee Buiiadoor, file 
father of the late Sliumslieer Buhadoor, who was succeeded by his half brother Zoolfiqar 
Ulee, the present Nuwab of Bandali 

After these events, Deewan Keerot Singh, the son of Raja Jugut Raj, became ex- 
tremely ill, and there were no hopes of bis recovery His inother,Ranee Umr Koonar, re- 
presented to Jugut Raj, that Keerut Singb wished to see him before he died Ihc Raja 

accordingly went to him On being told of the approach of his father, he extended is 

hand to touch his feet^“ The Rajaobserviog his extreme debilitj, foresaw that he bad 


A tnbetary present 

A mstk of respect from etildren to tie«r t^tents It U also a bumble mode of saluting t e 
ous or any lopenor 
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not long to live, and endeavored to inspire him with fortitude to enable him to meet with 
tranquillity his approaching end, and said, *My son, if you have any wish, mention it, and 
I will have it performed/ 

Kurut Singh then took the hand of Gooman Singh, and placing it in that of his father, 
said, ' When I am gone, be the guardian of my son / and on uttering these words, he 
expired. 

Raja Jugut Raj, from excess of kindness, conferred on Gooman Singh the title of 
Deewan Siwaeo, and from that day he was known by the appellation of Deewan Siwaee 
Gooman Singh. 

A short time after, Jugnt Raj also fell ill, at Mon near Muhoba, where he died in the 
year of the Sumbut 1815, (A. D. 1758.) When Puhar Singh heard of his father's death, he 
caused his body to be placed in a palkee, and conveyed to Jy tpoor, where he gave out that 
the Raja was ill. The palkee was taken within the late Raja’s dwelling, and the body laid 
on a bed, and covered with a sheet. Pubar Singh then appointed his mother, the Ranee of 
Oorchjha, to watch the corpse, and allow no person to enter the apartment. Having adopted 
these measures, he made arrangements in order to secure the succession ; and sending for the 
old vukeels, said to them, 'You have long been my servants, and I now require your sup- 
port and assistance, to enable me to effect an important object, which I liave in contem- 
plation.’ They requested him to make his wishes known, expressing their readiness to per- 
form any duty which he might confide to their execution. He accordingly informed 
them, that Jugut Raj was dead; and that he was anxious to adopt measures with a view 
of ensuring his own succession to the musnud, to the exclusion of Deewan Siwaee Gooman 
Singh, who was then encamped with his troops near Ujee Gurh. The vukeels observed, 
that the most advisable plan would be to assemble the officers of the army of the late 
Jugut Raj, and by opening a negociation with them, ascertain if they were disposed to 
support his claims ; for, if they could be induced to co-operate, there would be no doubt 
of success. The officers were accordingly assembled outside of the fort, and informed, 
that the Raja was very ill ; and it was asked, in the event of his death, who ought in strict 
justice to succeed him. They replied, that the successor to the sovereignty, treasure, &c. 
was Deewan Siwaee Gooman Singh, in virtue of Raja Jugut Raj having appointed him 
his heir. 

The vukeels then made an offer to the officers and army, of four times more pay than 
they then received, provided they would support Puhar Singh, and enable him to ascend 
the musnud. TtTien they asce-tained the increase of pay which they would receive, they 
consented to instal Puhar Singh in the government; and the Koonurs Kebrce Singh, Sytia- 
put, and Beer Singh Deo, sons of the deceased Raja, fixedtheir seals to a paper, by which 
they hound themselves to fight Gooman Singh, and acknowledge Puhar Singh as Raja of 
Jytpoor. 

When Puhar Singh bad thus ascertained his strength, he sent foraBrumhun, named 

Bluthur Syn, whom he desired to fix on a fortunate day for him to seat himself ou the 
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Raj Cndaee, or aoal of doimnion Paiar Singli accordingly ascended the tnnsnnd of 
Jylpoor, on the 6fth day of the light half of the moon of Magli, (he j ear of the Snmbnt 
1816, (A D 1768,) an etenttrliich mas announced hy the 6rmt of cannon, beating of drums, 
and other demonstrations of joy A guard mas then mounted at hu gale, and an elephant 
and 8 palkce were kept m attendance as appendages of state 

Ninety six laUis of rupees were found in the late Raja's treasury, besides jewels and 
properly to a great amount, of which Puhar Singh took possession , and expended forty- 
five lakhs in the rejoicings which ensued, gumg away many Ukhs of rupees m presents 

The body of the deceased Raja was than coD\eyed to Pulatul Ghaut near Buteshoor, 
where it was burnt, together with tl e Ranee and six or seien concubines 

When Gooman Singh received the account of the dealhofJugut Raj, and of Puhar 
Singh having procHimed himself Raja, he marched with bis army, and encamped five 
kos from Jytpoor, and sent ambassadors to Puhar Singb to upbraid bim with having per- 
fidiously usurped liis rights, and to declare that he would not wear a turban, until be ob- 
tained possession of Jytpoor 

The vukeel, on being presented to Puhar Singh, infonucd him, that his master Gooman 
Singh, Ind sent him to claim the dominions, treasure, and efiects of the late R^a Jogot 
Raj, m virtue of his having appointed him his heir and successor, and to call npon him 
imniednlcly, to deliver up the fort of Jytpoor, or, to^irepare forwar 

Puhar Smgh replied, ^Telt Gooman Siogh and his brother Kbooman Singh, that they 
are but children, and have no claim to the government , that, as Ibeir father was not a 
Raja, they can have no pretensions to the soverejgnljr, which belonged to my father, and 
that Inving always considered Gooman Singh in the light of a son, it was my intention 
to have granted him the district of Suhoodab, which belonged fo hiS father , hut bis pre- 
sent conduct renders him so undeserving, that he shall neither have land or Jageer , for, 
the custom of iiihentance is, that after the demise of a Raja, bis son shall rule, and possess 
tha forif, Sec aAd ttet tbc gracdfcc cf the ^cessed Hcjs Thtrefeve ssf is> 

Gooman Singh, that Puhar Singb is the son and you are the grandson of the late Riga , 
and consequently you have no claim to the succession , and that it will, therefore, be best 
for you to march away, otherwise it will not be well ’ 

The vukeel accordingly returned, and related to Gooman Smgh and Khooman Singh, 
the conversation which had passed with Puhar Singh LalDeewan, whoheldanoJBce on* 
der Jugut Raj, determined to fulfil the will of his late master, and, making the mark of 
dominion on llie forehead of Gooman Singh, proclaimed him Raja of Jytpoor, and, after 
some days, Khooman Singh was likewise raised to the rank and title of Raja , but the 
authority of Puhar Singh was finally established m the slate of Jytpoor 

Reja Gooman Smgh and Raja Khooman Siogh then commenced predatory warfare, 
and spread rum and desolation to the gates of Jytpoor. PuLar Smgh accordingly 



marched to oppose them ; hat those chiefs, deeming themselves too weak to meet the 
powerful force w’hich he brought against them, retired on his approach. 

After several years had elapsed, Gooman Singh again wTote to Puhar Singh, demand- 
ing ihe Raj of Jylpoor. Puhar Singh replied, ' My sentiments on this subject are the same 
now as they were formerly ; and if it is your intention to support your claim by force of 
arms, the sooner you take the field, the better.’ 

On the receipt of this reply, Gooman Singh and Knooman Singh marched, and pitched 
their camp at Soopah, whence they detached bodies of horse to plunder and lay waste the 
country' round Jytpoor, committing great havoc and depredation. Puhar Singh lost no 
time in advancing against Gooman Singh, who accordingly had drawn out his troops in 
order of battle, near his camp at Soopah, where a fierce engagement ensued, ending in 
the defeat and flight of Gooman Singh and Rhooman Singh, whose camp, families, and 
baggage were taken by Puhar Singh, who treated the wives of those chiefs, who were his 
kinswomen, with distinction and respect ; offering to send them to Jytpoor, whichhe con- 
sidered their home, as well as his own ; but informed them, that if they preferred going to 
their husbands, tbeir wishes should he complied with ; and, on their expressing a desire to 
that effect, palkees were provided, and they were conveyed, together with their camp 
equipage and baggage, to Chillah Tarah, where Gooman Singh and Khoomau Singh were 
encamped. 

After this victory. Raja Puhar Singh returned to Jytpoor, and for some time heard no 
more of the claims of Gooman Singh, who at length, however, entered into a negociation 
with the Nuwab Nujf Khan, and prevailed upon him to enter Boondelkhund at the head 
of his army, in order to assist him in subduing the state of Jytpoor. 

The Nuwab, elated by his prowess, rank, and possessions, and deeming his troops invin- 
cible, imagined that he should without difBculty be able to depose Puhar Singh, and with 
this view crossed the Jumna, and encamped at Moudnha, in the year of the Sumhut 1818, 
(A. D. 1761.) 

Raja Puhar Singh advanced to meet him, and encamped at Kundela- The Nuwab, who 
had received intelligence of the Raja’s movements, deeming it expedient to endeavor to 
effect his object by negociation, sent a.vukeel, clad in humble apparel, to Raja Puhar 
Singh, to state, that the Nuwab Nujf Khan Buhadoor, was a great and mighty chief, ex- 
perienced in war, famed for heroic achievements, and had been victorious in two and 
twenty great hattles; that, consequently, no one could oppose him with any chance of suc- 
cess ; that, fighting would therefore, be of no avail, and that, it would be most advisable to 
avert the calamities of war, by soliciting bim to grant terms of peace. Tlie Raja replied, 
‘All you have said may be true; but return, and tell the Nuwab, that I shall be ready to 
meet him, whenever he may advance, but that to-morrow would be inconvenient, as I shall 
be engaged in the performance of a religious ceremony.’ Then, ordering some trays of 
sweetmeats to be presented to the vukeel, he gave him leave to depart. 



The vnkeel accordingly relumed, related to the Nuwah the conversation which had 
taken place with Raja Puhar Singh, and suggested tfie expediency of attacking him the 
next day, when he would probablj, by being engaged m the celebration of a religious nte, 
be unprepared, and might ea<ii1y be surrounded and seized The Nuwab, concurring 
mthis opinion, marched the next morning, surrounded Puhar Singh while henasmaking 
an offering to the manes of his deceased ancestors , and opening his artillery on the camp, 
a cannon ball passed through the Rajas tent Puhar Singh immediately dismissed the 
assembly, and prepared for battle, which soon raged with great fury The troops of 
Nujf Khan, unable to resist the valor and impetaosity of the Boondclas, gradually gave 
way, and were repulsed at every point The Nuwab lied from the field, leaving his camp 
equipage andbaggage to the conquerors, by whom it was plundered by the order of Puhar 
Singh, who then returned to Jytpoor, resumed the relgions ceremony, and distnbuled 
money for charitable purposes 

At this period, intelligence was brooglit, ihatDnwan Khurg Rae was killing the wounded 
and fugitives of Nujf Khan’s armj , at wliicli the Raja expressed much dissatisfaction, and 
prohibited the slaughter He then sent lofimahon to the Nuwab, that be might send 
people to receive the wounded, v, liom he ordered bis own people to collect , then lodged 
them in his tents, had their wounds dressetl, and gave them sweatmeats , and, on the arrival 
of the Nuwab's people, placed them on Utters, and conveyed tliem to bis army After this, 
tliQ Nuwab quitted Boondelkhund, and returned to bis own dominions 

Puhar Singh now remained in unmolested possession of the Raj At length, in (he year 
of the Sumbut 1822, (A D 17G& ) he fell ill, aod proceeded from Aluhobato Kool Puhar, 
whence lie wrote to Gooman Singh and Khooman Singh, lovitmg them to come to him 
with all expedition, as he frit his mortal career drawing to a close, and wished, before he 
died, to divide the country of the late Jiigut Raj, so as to give general satisfaction 

On therccrijitof tins iiifiiniiaiimi Cooman Singh ond Khooman Singh proceeded to 
Kool Puhar, whtre Rnjali Puhar Suigh made the following distribution of bis dominions 
Foi:liunaelf..hon lamed n tr u I of Urntonr yielding, annual); thirteen lakhs and fill; thou* 
sand rujices, and was at ktiouKiigcd ns Raja of Jytpoor. To Gooman Singh he gave the 
Jageer of Bunihdt nssciM d at sixteen lakhs and twenty *five thousand rupees , and that chief 
assumed the title of Raja of Baiulah , and Khooman Singh was appointed Raja of Churk- 
harce,wilh a tract yielding nine lakhs andtvrenty five thousand rupees Tfausthe^emtory 
ofJugut Riy was divided into three slates, of which the government was assumed by their 
respective Rojas ARer this, Puhar Singh remained some time m a state of repose,hut 
departed this life iii the course of that year Puhar Smgh had issue two sons, Gnj Siagh 
mid Mnuii Sm Ji Cuj Singh inliented the musoud, and was succeeded by bis son Kesree 

SingJi, nbo nasfatlirr of i* much hut, the present Baja of Jytpoor Maun Singh had issue 
Tej Smi,li and ICIiot Smgli the latter bad no issue Tej Singh obtained some temlory, 
mid enjojed coiisiiltrable influence , and was succeeded by his son TJnrood Singh, who is 
now living 



Beer Singh Deo, another son of Jngut Raj, obtained the fort of Bijonrec, and a small 1 1. 
tract of country, and vas succeeded by his son Kesree Singh, rrho added considerably to 
his inheritance, -which was supposed to yield annually about six lakbs of rupees. 

In the reign of Raja Gooman Singh, the Nuwab Vizier Shoojaa ood Dowlub, detach- 
ed a force under the joint command of Kuramut Khan and Raja Himmut Buhadoor to 
conquer Boondelkhund, conceiring that it was defenceless, and would soon yield to the 
power and vigor of bis arms. Those chiefs accordingly invaded that province, and encamp- 
ed at tlie town of Tindwaree, which is seven tos north ofBandah. Gooman Singh, find- 
ing himself unable to repel the force which had invaded his territoiy, solicited the aid of 
Baja Hindooput of Punnab, and the otherBoondela chiefs, who, accordingly, uniting their 
troops, formed a powerful army, with which they advanced, and attacked the forces of 
Nuwab. The battle commenced with great fury, and was long, obstinate, and sanguinary. 

The Sloosulmans, at length, overpowered by numbers, were obliged to give way, and fled 
in disorder and precipitation, and were closely pursued with great slaughter, to the bank 
of the Jumna; into which river, Kuramut KJiau and Himmut Buhadoor, attended by ouly 
a few horsemen, plunged their horses, which swam with them to the opposite shore ; thus 
efiectiug their escape, with the loss of nearly the whole of their array, -n Lichhad consisted 
of about four thousand men. 

After this -victory, jealousy and distrust prevailed in the minds of the Rajas of Punnab 
and Bandah, each secretly aspiring to effect the ruin of the other, and tohecome sols 
master of Boondelkhund. Thus, the seeds of discord were sown, which producing envy 
and animosity, ripened into a war, which deluged the province with blood, and occasioned 
the subversion of the power, and the final subjugation of the Boondela chiefs. 

Tlieflames of war first burst forth atMoorwul, where RajaHindooput attacked Chmud 
Khan, the Nuwab of Turrowah ; that district having been granted to his father, Ruheem 
Khan, as a Jageer, by a former Raja of Punnah ; and on Hindooput resuming the grant, 
Uhmud Khan resolved to defend and maintain it to the last extremity, which he did by 
bravely fighting, nntil he had only five horsemen left, -when, overwhelmed by numbers, he 
relnctantly quitted the field ; for, the star of his fortune had set ! 

Another battle was, soon after, fought atDoorgah Tau],near Turrowah, betweeuBenee 
Hoozooree, who commanded the forces of the Rajah of Punnah, andKaim Jee, the Chou- 
hee of Kalinjor, in which the latter gained a complete victory. The loss on both sides 
was very great ; many valiant chiefs and brave men having lost their lives on that memo- 
rable day. 

A battle was likewise fought near Mouduha by Raja Khooman Singh, the father ofBijee 
Bahadoor, the present Raja of Churkharee. While enjoying the pleasures of the chace, 
and attended by only five hundred horsemen, Khooman Singh found himself suddenly 
attacked by the whole army of Nonee XJqoon Singh, who commanded the troops of Raja 

G G 



Gooroan Singh of Bandah A slight encoaoler only, then took place , for Raja Khooman 
Singh, on account of the inferiority of h» force, retired to his camp, where he made 
immediate preparations for battle, advanced, and near the village of Pundoree made a 
furious attack on the for* of Nonce Urjoon Singh The armies engaged with the ut- 
most vigor, valor, and intrepidity The slaughter was great On both sides, thousands 
were slam Raja Khooman Singh received asbot, and fell dead on his elephant Several 
of his relations and many brave chiefs and soldiers were likewise slain, and Urjoon 
Singh obtained a signal victory 

Raja Gooman Singh, who had no issue, appointed his nephew Bukht Singh, the son 
of Doorg Singh, his successor, and Nonee Uqooh Singli, guardian, during the mmonty of 
Bukht Singh After the death of Gooman Singb, which happened about this period, 
Nonee Uijoon Singh, having, as stated in the account of the Punnah Raj, deter- 
mined to support the claim of Surmed Singh to the sovereignty, attacked the army of 
Raja Dhokul Singh, commanded by Benee Hoozooree, near the village ofGathouree 
The battle raged with great animosity and slaughter Benee Hoozooree was killed , and 
Nonee Urjooii Singh, surrounded by foes, received eighteen wounds still he bravely 
fought , and when disarmed, threw bis shoes at his enemies His troops rushing to bis 
assistance, and the death of Benee Hoozooree appalling his forces, Uijoon Singh escaped 
the impending danger, and obtained the victory 

The battle of Chuch hareea, which was next fought, is represented to have been, per- 
haps, more obstinate and sanguinary than any on record It took place fonr Los from 
Tarrowah, between tbe forces of R^ja Dbokol Smgb, commanded by Raj Hhur Hoozoo- 
ree, the son of the late Benee Hoozooree, and the army of Nonee Hgoon Smgb, which was 
commanded by Keerut Singh Tbe battle raged with great slaughter for many hours. 
Keerut Smgb and the Raja of Murfub, and almost all the chiefs of both armies, and men 
unnumbered, were slam This bloody conflict totally annihilated the gallant wamors and 
brave soldiers of Boondelkhond It was (he lost battle which was foogbt between the 
states of Punnah and Bandafa Uigoon Singh alone remained, and he subsequently lost his 
life in a battle near Ujee Garb with the NawabUIee Bubadoor, which will, in due course, 
be described 

During the disturbances which ensued. Raja Bukht Smgb was living m great indi- 
gence, nnd in tbe latter part of the reign of Ulee Bnhadoor, received from that chief two 
rupees a (lay bat, on the occupation of Boondelkbund by the Honorable Company’s troops 
in 1803, he was placed on the musnud ofBandah, andnowresides at Cjee Garb, enjoying 
a jageer, yielding annually fonr lakhs of rupees 

At the same period also, Raja Kishor Singh of Punnah, who obtained no allowance 
during the reign of Ulee Bubadoor, who possessed bis dominions, was by the bherab^ of 
the British government, restored to the (erntory of his ancestors, and is now m the pos- 
session of a jageer estimated at tbe annual sum of seven lakhs of rupees 



Pritlipe Singb, the son of Hirdee Sab, who, as already mentioned, was appointed by tbe 1 1 

Peesbwa, Raja of Gurh Kotab, had three sons ; Kisben Jee, by whom be was succeeded, and 
Naraynn Jeo, and Huree Singh ; neither of whom had issue. Kisben Jee was succeeded 
by bis son Murdun Singb, who, on tbe redaction of Curb Kotab in 1818, obtained from tbe 
British government a jageer at Shabgnrh, said to yield annually one lakh and fifty thou- 
sand rupees. 
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CHAP. in. 

Respecting the March of Colonel Goddard^s Army through the Stai^ 
of BooadelkhundtMilh a cursory Narration of ike piominent Vventstif 
that Campaign. 


The flcconnt of the war between tbestalee of Punnah and Bandali, having lolemipted 
the regular snccesston of events, I revert to the year 1778, when the Bntish govcmmcfti 
sent a force, consisting of six battalions of native infanl^v aod an appropriate train of ar- 
tillery, nnder the command of Colonel Goddard, to eflect a diversion m favor of the 
veroment of Bombay, then engaged in awarwith the Peeshwa,Mdha Jee Sindheeuh, and 
the Raja of Nagpoor 

Soon after the accession of thePeesbwa Koraynn Boo to the musnud of Poonoh, in 
the year 1772, be was assassinated, at the lastigation of his ancle Rugonath Rao, other, 
wise named Rugo Bbae, vulgarly called Rugobab, who openly aspired to the sovereignty , 
but was restrained by an assembly of nobles, who under the appellation ofBarub Cbye, or 
A D 1773 The twelve Brothers, forced him to fly from Ins country, and take refuge at Bombay, 
while they raised to the tlirone the posthumous and infant son of Nurayun Rao, and ap. 
pointed Bala Jee Pundit regent, who nnder the title of Nance Fumuwees, governed the 
empire with eminent ability for five and twenty years 

The government ofBombay, availing itself of the feuds which prevailed, concluded t 
treaty with Rugobab, by which they were bound to seal bun on the musnud of Poonab, 
on the condition of his ceding to theHonorable Company the islands ofSabette, Karunj^, 
and the fort of Bassein 

The confederated army of the Peeshwa, Alahajee Sindbeeuh, and the Bouslab, or Raja 
of Nagpoor, experiencing several reverses shortly after the commencement of boslditieij, 
the object of the war would probably have been speedily obtained, had it not been for 
the Supreme Government entirely disapproving of the measures of the Bombay council { 
Colonel Upton was accordingly sent by the Governor General m Council, to conclude a 
treaty of peace with the Mabralta confederates, which was signed at Poonindur, on the 
1st of March 1776 , but, tl e inlngcesofthe French agent Chevalier Su Luben atPoonuli, 
the encouragement afforded him by Nana Fernawees, and the probability of a war with 
France, prevented the sbpulations of that treaty being earned into effect. 
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Tlie trar was accordingly resumed, but Colonel Cockbum, wbo commanded the Britisb 1 

troops, consisting of fire hundred Europeans, five thousand sepoys, and a train of artillery, 
assembled a council of war, declared that be was unable to efiect his retreat ; and that he 
was consequently at the mercy of the enemy, with whom he accordingly opened a nego- 
ciation, and signed a convention at Wargaum, stipulating, that all the conquests of the 
Honorable Company since the year 1756, should be delivered up ; that Rugobah should 
be placed at the disposal of Sindheeub, and that two British officers should be sent as 
hostages to the Mahratta camp. On these terms, for the conclusion of which Colonel 
Cockburn was afterwards cashiered, the army was allowed to retreat. It was atthisperiod 
that Colonel Goddard was sent to effect a diversion in favor of the Bombay government, 
which brings us to the connection between his campaign and the Boondela history. 

When Colonel Goddard had arrived at Kalpee, he applied to Benee Hoozooree, to 
allQW him to pass through the dominions which were under his control, a request which 
that chief thought proper to refuse. As soon as Kaim Jee,the Chowbee of Kalinjur, re- 
ceived intelligence of that event, he hastened to Kalpee to pay his respects to the Colonel, 
to whom he offered a tribute of six annas in every rupee which might be collected in the 
district of Raj Gurh, provided he would dispossess Benee Hoozooree, and put him in pos- 
session of that fort and country. When tlie Colonel, in bis progress to the Dukhun, ar- 
rived near Raj Gurh, he encamped on the bank of the Ken, and continued battering the 
fort for five days, but without effect. He then resumed his march, and Benee Hoozoo- 
ree turned his arms against Kalinjur, erected a battery, and began to fire his cannon. 

Colonel Goddard had proceeded as far Mow, when an Ufghan, named Himmut Khan, 
who commanded a body of troops in the service of Raja Hindooput, succeeded in driv- 
ing off some bullocks belonging to tbe British army, at winch the Colonel expressed much 
anger and displeasure, declared, that Himmut Khan should not long remain in safety, and 
immediately marched to attack him. On the Colonel’s approach, Himmut Khan had pre- 
pared for battle, which soon raged with great fury. TbeKban,in short, sustained a ruin- 
ous defeat, and fled to Koolgnnj Pubar, where he took refuge in the hills. “ The Colonel, 
then, after having encamped a short time at Mow and Chatterpoor, marched away, and ar- 
rived at the theatre of the war. The Mahrattas immediately dispatched Vukeels to de- 
mand his return to the Company’s provinces, in virtue of the treaty which had been con- 
cluded; but Colonel Goddard, aware of that event, and of the benefit which would result 
from protracting the war, day after day, postponed receiving the Vakeels, on the plea of 
ill health. At length, finding, as he had anticipated, that their forces were withdrawn, 
scattered and dispersed, and a juncture favorable to bis designs bad arrived, he formally 
received tbe Vukeels, who announced the conclusion of a treaty, of which they presented 
him a copy, and required him, in conformity therewith, to withdraw bis forces. The 
Colonel replied, that a treaty bad evidently been concluded with the Government of 
Bombay; but being a servant of tbe Bengal government, be was neither authorized nor 
disposed to comply with the terms it imposed; and immediately commenced hostilities, 
pursued the plan of operations which he bad contemplated, attacked their forces, defeated 
their armies, and by a series of successful measures, entirely changed the state of affairs, 

H H 



1 J8 ant! tlic war was nJainlaincd with tigor and anccfss; but, on the conclasion of the treaty 
of l>cacr, which was aigned at Salby in Blay 1782, the English agreed to renounce the 
cause of Uogobah for ever, and to restore all the conquests which they had made during 
the war, excepting the islands of Salsette, Karanja, and the city of Baroach, which were 
confirmed to them in perpetual sovereignty; but that city was afterwards, by a secret 
arrangement, ceded to Sindheeub.” 


AtUtle Anootl Rrgbter, 1803. 



CHAP. IV. 


Vke Buhadoor, invited ly Raja Himmnt Buhadoor, enters Boondelkkund, 
The Events of his Reign, his Death, (^c. 


Ra^A Himmut Bubadoor, vrho at this period begins to bear a conspicuous part in tbe 
history of Boondelkhund, iras a Goshaen, rrlio commanded a body of troops in the army 
■of the Nawab Yizier, Slioojaa ood Dowlab, at the battle of Busar, in the year 1763, iu 
Trhicli be received a severe wound in the leg. On the subsequent flight of the Vizier to 
Furrokhabad, in order to solicit the aid of the Nuwab of tliat place, to enable him to op- 
pose the advance of the British army, Himmnt Buhadoor entered Boondelkhund, and avail- 
ing himself of the anarchy of the times, gradually rose to power. 

Nana Furnuwees, the most able and intelligent politician of the age, observing that 
the Boondelas had, by their wars, discord, and dissentions, effecfiially destroyed their 
power, senttlie Nuwab Ulee Buhadoor to Sindeeuh’s camp, to watch a favorable juncture 
for occupying Boondelkhund. 

Himmut Buhadoor, desirous of securing his acquisitions, to which he had no other right 
but that of conquest, deemed it expedient to side with the strongest party, and, with this 
view, invited Uiee Buhadoor to enter the province; promising his aid and co-operation in 
reducing the rebels to obedience, in establishing liis authority, and in effecting the resto- 
ration of tranquillity. Ulee Buhadoor accordingly entered Boondelkhund in the year 
1790. Including the forces of Himmut Buhadoor, the troops at his disposal are said to 
have amounted to more than forty thousand men. In conjunction with Himmut Buhadoor, 
the Nuwab Ulee Buhadoor first marched against Nonee Urjoon Singh, who had refused 
to acknowledge his authority. A battle was accordingly fought between Nyagong and 
Ujee Gurh. The elephant driver of Nonee Urjoon Singh being killed, that chief took 
his place, and continued discharging arrows and pistols, until he received a wound which 
brought him to the ground. His troops, reduced to three hundred men, were slainround 
bis elephant, which was also killed by wounds received in the action. The head of Ur- 
joon Singh was then cut off, and presented to Ulee Buhadoor, who afterwards marched 
to Deogong and Goorhuh. 

Raja Himmut Buhadoor, with four guns and a thousand horse, proceeded as far as 
Chnrkhatee, in pursuit of a body of rebels, who, observing the small force with Himmut 
Buhadoor, determined to attack him ; and with this view, two hours before daybreak, 



flent a body of jnfnntry up a lull, near whjcli Ibe Raja had encamped and, aa soon as ILe 
day dawned, opened a galling fire on lus troops, while abody of horse advanced Jo at- 
tack him in front, but they were recened by a saho of grape shot, which killed about 
a hundred men The Raja, availing himself of the confusion which ensued furiously 
charged and defeated them, mill the loss of Beer Singh Deo and tliree hundred men 
Their elephant and kcljIe-iJruins were captured, and the head of Beer Smgh Deo was cut 
off, and brought to the Raja, who also experienced a considerable loss in killed and 
wounded 

Another battle ms soon after fought near JVJouduha by the Iroopg of Snga Ram, who 
was serMug under Juswunt Rae, a chief who commanded a bod^ of troops mlbescr. 
vice of tJlee Buliadoor Suga Ram was opposed b^ Poornn Mul, a son of the Chnrkharee 
Rflja, Sonasahee, the chief of Ohatterpoor, Jeeirun, Anaund,and others, who advanced 
with a bod^ of twenty tliousand horse and fool The battle commenced about nine 
o’clock in the morning, and after a severe and sanguinary contest, terminated m favor of 
Suga Rnm Poonin ill id and Sorasahee fled from the field, and were pursued 63 Suga Ram 
into the fort of Churkharee, near which he encanipcd, nnd fired his cannon at the fort, 
but observing they made no impression, he marched next moruing mto the Purgunnali of 
Khutoulah 

Shortly afterwards, Koonur Doorga Ccer, who commanded two hundred horse, three 
hundred foot, and four pieces of artiller}, was encamped at Rtigagur near Moorwul, where 
he was attacked b} Gumeer Singh Duwa, and abodj orrebcl 5 ,w)iojoinedby theZuQicedars 
and lliPir adlicreiits, assembled ot the Mlla,,es orBceda and Johurpoor, near the Jumna 
Advancingattnulmght, they made an attack on the campof Doorga Geer, who Imvingre* 
ceiNed intimation of their design had previously (juitted it, and drawn out hts troops in 
order of battle Tlica^8ailant5,wIio consisted of a thousand horsemen, besides the villagers, 
advanced, and Commenced plundenng the cninp The Koonur then opened a galling fire 
of grape shot, charged nnd routed the encmj, whom he drove into the ravines nearHIoor- 
wul As soon as the day broke, they were i^ain clnrged, md pursued with Joss, andthe 
Duwa fled across the Jumna 

A battle was likewise fought by the troops of Ulee Bulndoor, m the Pergunnah of 
Chuhoon, wl ere the enemy weredefeated with (he loss of about four hundredroen Dee- 
wapiit, the chief of Kotnb, and achief named Coolaub, were killed, whose heads were cut 
off nnd sent to Ulee Buliadoor Colonel Mejselback was nttaeked by a body of rebels 
near Rujowlee and the nrlillery not being prepared, confusion ensued The Colonel s 
lady wos shot, and he fl^d nlone towards the Jumna He was afterwards sent for by Him- 
mut Buhadoor, who distinguished him with honors, give him guns, masqaets, and milita- 
ry stores, for new battalions, aud the distnct of Turrowah m Jageer. 

A battle was likewise fought at Doorgafaul, between Nyii Smgh and Paj Dhur, the 
sonofBenee Iloozouree Tlie elephant of Njn Singh was shot, the valuable property 
which was found on it was plundered, and many men on both sides were killed and 



vroanded. The Na^rab Ulee Bahadoor, contemplating the conquest of Reewan, detach- 
ed % force of about ten thousand men for that service, under the command of Jus want Rao 
Naik, an whose arrival near the city, the Vukeels came on the part of the Raja, to stale 
that he had in no way acted in disobedience of Wee Bnhadoor, to whose wishes he was 
ready to conform ; that the whole of the district was in the possession of the Nuwab, and 
that the Raja only wished to remain unmolested in his capital. The Naik, however, 
would by po means comply with their request ; but haughtily declared, that he would take 
the fort in two hours ; and, with this view, sent for his guns, and began to batter the wall. 
At length, the son of the Rewah (or Reewan) Raja, indignant at their base submission, 
collected the chiefs and people of the city, and adjacent villages, and, suddenly rushing to 
the spot where Juswunt Rae stood, surrounded and slew him. This spirited attack oc- 
casioned such panic and dismay, that the army abandoned their artillery, and fled with 
disorder and principitation. The Boogelas satisfled with the flight of their oppres- 
sors, disdained to take their cannon, or even to pursue the fugitives, who continued their 
retreat all that day and the nest night, until they descended the pass in the hills, where 
they were met by Col. Meiselback, who then commanded abrigade in the service of Raja 
Himmut Buhadoor, and who endeavored to stop the fugitives, but without success, ^^^len 
Ulee Buhadoor received intelligence of this disaster, he was overwhelmed with grief and 
consternation, discontinued wearing a turban, and declared be would not resume it until 
be had efiected the conquest of Rewah. Raja Himmut Buhadoor came to offer him con- 
solation, encouraged him to hope for future success, the realization of his wishes, and the 
entire subjugation of Boondelkimnd. After this event, the refractory Boondelas com- 
menced acts of violence, plunder, and depredation. When the army pursued them, they 
fled, and commenced ravaging elsewhere. Thus, scenes of rapine and desolation spread 
for the space of two yearsms ; during which period Ulee Buhadoor laid siege to Ujee Curb, 
of which he got possession in six weeks ; after which he appeared before Jytpoor, which 
he took without resistance. At length, the combined forces of Ulee Buhadoor and Him- 
raul Buhadoor, including the brigade under ColonelMeiselback, moved forward, in order 
to conquer Rewah. Ulee Buhadoor solemnly vowed to revenge the death of Juswunt Rae 
Naik, to wipe off the disgrace which had tarnished his arms, and to reduce the country 
to obedience. On their arrival near Rewah, ambassadors came to Himmut Buhadoor, in 
order to avert the impending storm. Himmut Buhadoor was consequently induced to 
mediate with the Nuwab in their behalf; and, accordingly, represented, that the city and 
territory had been given by the Emperor to the Raja ; that Shah Alum, before he came to 
the throne, having fled from Dililee, took refuge with the Raja of Rewah, by' whom the 
townof Mukundpoor ^'’^was assigned for his Majesty’s abode and support; and it remain- 
ed for a considerable time the private Jageer of the Emperor, by whom however it was af- 


The natires of Boogalekhnnd, of which Rewai. is the capital. 

It has been said that Buhaaoor 

TpHchlieapprebendedwouldbe terminated bythecsiablishme q . ^ ^ ^ alone 

his away Z abaolate, and that of Ulee Buhadoor nominal ; and ,t .s probable that the dread of the f eeshwa mo 
deterred him from usurping the government of the province. , , „ , r. —a. ainrn 

Ukhnr Shah, the present Emperor, was bora daring the residence of Alee o nr, rw . » 

in the town of Mukundpoor, 

TI 



122 terwards relinquished Himmut Bohadoorthas prevailed apon the Nawab to grant terms 
to the Raja, vrith whom a negociation ensued , and he purchased forgiveness, by con- 
senting to pay twelve lakhs of rupees to UleeBuhadoor, who taking the Raja’s sons as 
hostages, withdrew his forces, and laid seige to the fortofKalinjur A battery was erect 
ed on the adjacent hill of KaUnjuree, whence he breached the wall of the fort The only 
assault on record which be made, is a proofoffais great want of judgment , for, he attack- 
ed the Alum Purwaza, or first gate, the strongest part of the fort, of which he obtained 
temporary possession , but being^eiposed to a heavy fire, he was beat back with consider- 
able loss Determined, howe\er, to succeed in reducing the fort, he pitched his camp out 
of the range of shot and resolved never to abandon the siege until he obtained possession 
With this ^lew, be built a dwelling, where he remained about two years It is related, 
that the Chowbee sent him some mangoes, requesting him to plant the stones, and a Ided, 
that when they grew up into trees, and he ate of their produce, he would thinkofsurren- 
dering the fort TJlee Buhadoor succeeded only in retaining possession of the town of 
Tirhuttee, which was defended by a slight outwork, at the font of tl e hill Heiias taken 
suddenly ill, and died in his camp before Kalinjur, in ISO? n the twelfth year ofhis 
reign, at the age of forty-four years, having unsuccessfully invested the foi tress for two 
years He had by different wives two sons, and a daughter, Shumsheer Buhadoor and 
a daughter, by one wife, and by another, Zoolfiqar Ulee, who was born m the year A D 
ISOO Shumsheer Buliadoor being at Poonub, on tlie death nf ins father, the infant, Zool> 
fiqar Ulee, was placed on (he musnud by his uncle Cunee Buhadoor, who assumed the 
command of the army, and continued the sice's of Kalinjur Ulee B ihadoor was in the 
field nearly the whole ofhis reign, but only beaded his troops on (he occasions which 
have been enumerated Other military operations were entrusted to JuswuntRaeNaik, to 
Ubmed Beg and Vizeer Beg, who were brothers, to Uuuee Buhadoor and Himmut Buba- 
door The force of the latter, was commanded by Koouur Kuncbungeer, Soobsook Rae, 
and Colonel Meiselback, who was generally actively employed in pursuing the marauders 
and bauditti which infested and overrun the country. 

Ulee Buhadoor held the whole Raj of Punnafa, as well as Bandah The Punnali Roja 
obtained do allowance for bis support, and therefore joined the freebooters who plundered 
and despoiled the province 



CHAP. V. 


Of Shumsheer JBtihadoor. 


" When Shumsheer Buhadoor received the intelligence of his father’s death, he im- 
mediately obtained the permission of ^Lmrut Rao, then Peeshwa at Poonuh, to proceed 
without delay, and place himself at the head of affairs in Boondelkhund. He accordingly 
arrived, attended by a small escort, in the camp before Kalinjur, in the year 1803. 
On assuming the reins of government, liis first act was to seize his uncle Gunee Buha- 
door, wimm he confined in the fort of Ujee Gurh, confiscated the whole of his property, 
and caused him to be poisoned. So arbitrary and unwarrantable a measure naturally 
alarmed Himmut Buhadoor, who, expecting to be the next to share the same fate, imme- 
diately collected the whole of his forces to ensure the safety of his persoii. 

Shortly after the decease of IJlee Buhadoor, anegociation was’opened, through the me- 
dium of Colonel Meiselback, between Himmut Buhadoor, Colonel Kyd, and Mr. Ahrauty, 
respecting the occupation of Boondelkhund by the British troops, in virtue of its having 
been ceded to the Honorable Company by the treaty of Bassein. 

Himmut Buhadoor, finding himself exposed to the tyranny of Shumsheer Buhadoor, 
sought bis own safety, by inviting the British to enter the province, and engaging him- 
self to afford active co-operation. Accordingly a force, consisting of five battalions of 
native infantry, a regiment of cavalry, and a party of artillery, under the command of 
Lieut Col. Powel, crossed the Jumna at Rajapore Ghaut, on the 6th of September 1803 ; 
and was there met by Koonur Kunchun Geer, the eldest son of Himmut Buhadoor, who, 
together with Colonel Meiselback, had been detached by that chief from Kalinjur to join 
the British force, and in conjunction with it to advance into the province. Colonel Powel 
accordingly proceeded, and took up a position on the Pysoonee Nuddee, at Doorga Taul, 
a short distance from Turrowah. 

When Himmut Buhadoor received intelligence of the Colonel's arrival, he quitted 
the camp before Kalinjur, and proceeding with the whole of his forces, joined the British 
troops. As soon as Shumsheer Buhadoor heard of this event, he broke op his camp at 
Kalinjur, and marching to Bandah, crossed the river Ken, and encamped on its left hank, 
opposite the village of Kunwarub. The combined forces also advanced, takingpossession 
of the mud forts which lay in their route. In the evening of the day of their arrival at 
Bandah, Raja Himmut BAiliadoor, having proceeded on to Kunwarub, fired a few shot 



124 across the nver loto Shumsbeer Biibadoor*a cstnp, Trhicb obliged btm to retire to a 
gre'iler distance 

After 8 few days had elapsed, the Nuwab made a bold attack on the fort of B.boora 
Gurh , but was beat off with considerable Joss, and obliged to fall back on the village of 
Kubsab 

ColonerPowel and Rajah Himmut Buhadoor then crossedtheKen, and advanced to- 
wards Kubsah, where the Nuwab had drawn up his army in order of battle "Finding that 
Shumsheer Bubadoor was determined to risk an engagement, the necessary arrange- 
ments were made for meeting him At half past 10 o’clock, the British detachment, after 
a fatiguing march of six hours, over a very uneven country, came in sight of Shumsheer’s 
sratf, draiTOOut wbneeif battle, near Kabbah, and tbeircamp allstrack As their fine, 
which covered a great extent, was advantageously posted, and appeared advancing, there 
was every expectation of a general action The British moved forward in columns of bat- 
talions, within twelve hundred yardsoftheenemy, whenLieut Col Powel deployed into 
line, with an intention of advancing in that form, as far as the ground would admit, but just 
as the line had formed, a gun of Raja RimmutBuhadoor’s was fired, which being mistaken 
for the signal to open our guns, a cannonade immediately commenced After five minutes 
firing, however, the guns were again limbered, in consequence of heavy ploughed fields, 
winch rendered it impossible to get them along by the drag ropes , but having advanced 
five hundred yards more, the firing commenced " 

" The enemj had till now continued playing upon our line, though with little or no 
effect , and as soon as the cannon opened a second time, those of the enemy ceased firing, 
upon u Inch our guns were again limbered, and the whole line advanced as fast as possible, 
when Shumsheer s army began to retire Colonel Powel then ordered Captain Webber 
to pursue the fugitives with (he squadron of cavalry and galloper and file hundred of 
Himmut Bubadoor s horse After riding three miles, they got within reach of theirobject 
with the galloper which opened upon a body of fifteen hundred men, with great effect, 
when they continued to retreat, but with too much speed for their pursuers to come up with 
them Our loss did not exceed ten natives killed and wounded But amongst the casualties 
wns Captain Farley Smith, who was killed by (he first cannon shot from the enemy The 
Raja Himmut Buhadoor had seventeen men and sixteen horses killed and wounded The 
loss of the enemy could not be ascertained Those who escaped aftertlus action crossed 
the river Betwah, which joins the Jamna a little below Kalpee, and running in a south west 
direction, touches the western extremity of the province of Boondelkhund near the town 
of Bebut, in about twenty five degrees north latitude, and seventy eight east longitude 
In the mean time, Shumsheer Buhadoor expressed his friendly disposition towards the 
British government, and a desire to form an intimate connection with it, on the basis of 
the treaty that had been recently concluded With the Peeshwa for the cession of the pTO- 
Vince Notwithstanding these favorable appearances, the business was protracted fortwo 
months, by the indecision of this chieftain, who, having at last fixed the time of his amval 
in the British camp, suddenly broke off the negociation, and retired to some distance from 



the position occupied by Colonel Powel, who now resumed active operations by attacking 
Kalpee. On the refusal of the Qilaadar to surrender, a battery of two eighteen pounders 
and one howitzer was constructed within two hundred yards of the fort, upon which, a 
heavy cannonade commenced, a little after daylight on the 4th of December 1803, and 
continued till eleven o’clock in the forenoon, when the garrison yielded, and marched out 
with their arms and private property 

“ The only casualties attending this capture consisted of Captain (now Lieutenant 
Colonel) D. Macleod, of the 2d Battalion 11th Regiment, Native Infantry, and one Sepoy 
wounded. The town was immediately occupied by a detachra».nt of the British troops, 
to the satisfaction of the inhabitants, who had, indeed, sufficient cause to rejoice in a 
change by which they were likely to be great gamers, this place being the entrepot for the 
transportation of cotton from the western and southern provinces to the Honorable 
Company’s territories. Their late chief Nana Goviad Rao, one of the dependants of the 
government of the Peeshwa, was so imprudent as to join his forces with those of Shura- 
sheer Buhadoor, in consequence of which, he sustained the loss of his territory, though 
afterwards he had abundant experience of British generosity, in the restoration of tho 
whole of it, even without the exception of his share, amounting to one-third of the dia- 
mond mines of Punnah, which had long been committed to his care by the Peeshwa, 
and the annual value of which, in the time of TJkbur, amounted to eight lakhs of 
rupees.” 

On the 12th of December, Colonel Powel was joined by a brigade of the native 
infantry having European officers, commanded by an Englishman, named Shepherd, who 
quitted the service of Arahajee, in conformity with the proclamation issued on the 3d of 
August by the Governor General. 

This brigade was instantly taken into the pay of the British Government, and em- 
ployed with advantage by Colonel Powel, in establishiag and maintaining tranquUlity in 
the interior of Boondelkhund; and, added to the frequent desertion of the troops of Sham- ' 
sheer Buhadoor, combined with the defection of his chiefs, soon reduced his affairs to a 
state thatleR him nothingto hope, hut in the generosity ofthe formidable power whoso re- 
sentment he bad so unjustifiahly provoked. Little claim, however, as be had to favor, this 
chief experienced on the present occasion, an act of magnaminity, which could not fail to 
make a strong impression upon his own feelings and those of his neighbours.” Captain 
BaUlie,the politicd agent in the province, made an offer to Sbumsheer Buhadoor, on the 
part of government, of four lakhs of rupees per annum, which produced the desired effect ; 
and that chief, accordingly, arrived in the British camp on the 18tli of January 1804. His 
submission was followed by the surrender of all the forts which were held by his ad- 
herents. 

"Previous to the arrival of Shnmsheer Buhadoor, the Soohahdar of Jansee visited 
the British camp wUh.a pacific view, and entered into a treaty, which received the entire 
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126 approbation of tlie Commander in Chief and Governor General The troops of the Soo- 
bahdar were afterwards employed to co operate m the defence of Boondelkhuod, and the 
districts lying immediately adjacent to the territory of Janaee'^ ’ 

The late ShumsheerBaliadoorreatded at Bandab, where Lehadacommodjons boose 
built ID the European style He retained in his pay a body guard, consisting of two troops 
of cavalry, one company of Golundauz, half a company of gun lasbars, and three companies 
of infantry, armed and dressed like the Honorable Company's troops He bad also a 
few guns and some Hindoostanee horse, (he whole under the command of Captain Burrell, 
a gentleman to whom J am indebted for some of the information contained m this and the 
next chapter Raja Himmut Buhadoor held a JageerfrorntneeBuhadoor, yielding anna* 
ally thirteen lakhs of rupees His troops then consisted of fifteen hundred cavalry, a 
brigade of three battalions of infantry, and a park of artillery, under the command of 
Colonel Meiselback. 

After the Bntish troops took possession of the province, Hiramnt Buhadoor’s cavalry 
was increased to near ten thousand men, besides other troops whom he retained in his 
pay Hia attachment to the British government was rewarded, it is said, with a Jageer 
of twenty lakhs of rnpees, which {presume, was chiefiy intended to defray the expense 
of keeping up so great a force, and, even then, it must have left a handsome residae, 
which, however, he did not live long to enjoy He died at Konwaruh, uear Bandab, 
in the year 1804, at the age of seventy years His tomb is on tbe bank of the Keo, 
about two miles from Bandab He bad an illegitimate son by a Moosulmao woman, 
named Keruodur Geer, who being a minor, was enlnisted to tbe guardianship of 
Kanchun Geer The Jageer was resumed m 1800, and another granted to Raja Nurun* 
dur Geer, at Rasdhan, in the Doab, yielding annually one lakb and thirty five thousand 
rupees 

On this settlement taking place. Colonel Meiselback was taken into the service of 
the Honorable Company, and remained in command of his bngade until (he year 1807, 
when it was disbanded A pension of a thousand rnpees a month was then granted to him 
by government ** Colonel Meiselback was a Dane He arrived in India at an early 
age, made choice of the military profession, and appears to have been long m the ser- 
vice of Raja Himmnt Buhadoor For a penod of more than eighteen years, he proved 
himself to be an active, enterpnziog, and saccessful officer, and distinguished himself on 
various occasions in the field , and as a reward for his gallant services, the monificeat 
prince who had profited by his exertions, raised him at the head of 6000 men These 
I ho disciplined to act according to tbe principles of European warlare Colonel Meisel- 
back died at Seramporc on the Ifilli of October 1819 


** Klemo r of tlie Wtr lo India eoBdoeted by Lord Lake 
Gorenimeat GazefU, October 28cb, 1819, 




For several years after the occupation of Boondelkhund, the province was infested 12T 
by marauders, who constantly kept detachments of British troops in the field. The 
account of the subsequent military operations is highly interesting, and would form the 
materials of another volume ; but as most of the events are already published in the 
Asiatic Registers, I shall rest satisfied with having conducted the reader through the un- 
known tracts of Boondela history. 


CHAP. VI. 


Mxscellantout Information, 


The battles recorded^ and moat of tho observations contained in this chapter, would' 
prope Jy belong to another volume ; bat it not being my intention to prolong the work, I 
shall cursorily notice such military operations and events as might otherwise remain 
onknown. 

A battle was fought at Kamta with Rhet Singh, and a detachment of Colonel MeU 
selback’s brigade, under the command ofLieatenant Burrell, in 1803; and in the same 
year, another battle took place at Bohara, between that officer and Bbeem Doreenh, 
Gofye Doreeob, and Khet Singb. 

A battle was likewise fought at Gorh Cboppar in 1804, between Lieutenant Burrell’s 
detachment and the comhined forces of Raja Ram, Purseram, Kumod Singh, Oolye 
Doreenh, Bheem Doreeuh, and Kubur Khan. 

An action was also fought at Gurh Nusynee, between Colonel Meiaelback and Bheem 
Doreeob, in 1804r aod the same year another battle was fougbt between the Colonel and 
Bheem Doreeuh, at Ooron near Budowsah. 

An action likewise took place at Purwar, five kos from Bandah, in X804, between 
Baja Himmut Bohadoor and Raja Ram. 

A battle was clso fought, at Deogaon, near Djce Gurh, between the combined forces 
of Colonel Meiselback and Colonel Moohummud Zuman Khan, with Luebman Doreeuh, 
in 1804. An action likewise took place, the same year, at Thana Puswaree, between a 
detachment of British troops and Raja Ram. 

In 1805, n lattle was fonght at KhnddM Bqdowrn. between Colonel Meiselback and 
Haja Ram : also nt Baree Curb, between Colonel Meiselback and Lncbmnn Doreeob. 

In 1800, nn notion took place at Buebnwan, between Major (now Brigadier) Van- 
renen and Lnobrntm Doreeob : also at Bobsonta, near Gubrowlee, between n-detacbment 
under the command of tbo late Captain Winch of tie 1st Regiment N. 1. and Raja Ram. 



In 1809, a battle was fongit between Lacbmon Doreeob, and the British force march- 
ing to besiege the fort of Ujee Gnrh, at Deo Gaon, near that fortress, after the reduction of 
which, and, subsequently, of Kalinjnr, the freebooter chiefs, having no place of refuge, 
were constantly harassed and kept in a state of alarm by the different British detachments ; 
and at length, glad to accept of the liberal provision offered by Government to the sur- 
vivors, of whom Raja Ram, Purseram Buhadoor, and Gopaul Singh are all who now 
snrvive. The other marauding chiefs were Kumod Singh, Luchmun Doreeuh, Gotye 
Doreeuh, Kubeer Singh, &c. Some were killed in action, and others died naturally. The 
Zumeendars, it is said, considered them as friends, and voluntarily gave sums of money 
exacting in return receipts for a much greater amount, which were presented to the 
Collector, who was accordingly authorized to remit a corresponding portion of the revenue. 
In many cases, however, villages were plundered and burnt; their inhabitants cruelly 
butchered, or mutilated, and the women and children carried into captivity. 

Baja Ram was first employed to bake bread ftr Raja Gooman Singh, who afterwards 
appointed him Qvlaadar of Bhoora Gurh. When that fort was taken by the troops of 
Ulee Buhadoor, he was engaged as a freebooter plundering the countiy; and being joined 
hy the disaffected, gradually rose to power. 

At the time of the settlement of Boondelkhuud, he obtained a jageer estimated at 
twenty Ihoosand rupees per annum j but be collects aunually about fifty-two thousand 
rupees. 

Purseram Buhadoor, in the reign of Ulee Buhadoor, used to get his bread hy loading 
bullocks TTith chunam, and driving them to tbe purchasers. After a lapse of time, he 
became associated with Lucbmun Duwwa, who made him leader of a band of robbers. 
At the settlement of the province, he obtained a jageer rated at 12,000 rupees a year; 
but it is said to yield much more. 

Gopaul Singli has likewise a jageer, producing nnnnally 12,000 rupees. He is a skilful, 
warlike, and experienced chief, and for some lime kept three battalions of infantry, and a 
regiment of cavalry employed. He beat Captain W.'s detachment at Pipureea, sent the 
wounded back, and, when closely pursued, made bis forces gradually break off to tbe 
right and left, rendezvous in the rear of the British, and then advanced rapidly, and set 
fire to the cantonments at Turrowah. 

Boondelkhund is an extensive and fertile province, celebrated for its diamond mines, 
iron ore, the quantity of grain and excellent cotton it produces. The latter, however, is 
dwarf and stunted in its growth. The natives of this province never irrigate their fields, 
and the fertility of the soil seems to render that labor unnecessary. The earth is black, 
loamy, andrich, and, in the hot weather, full of broad cracks and fissures. The hillsprodaco 
abundance of iron. Some are of the finest marble ; and the forest which clothes their 
sides and vallies, is famed for its ebony. The timber is dwarf, but sufficiently large for 
every purpose for which it is required in that part of the country. 



The natives are crafty and fraudulent An idea of their character Js conveyed 
hy the proverb, * Nu sou dlmndheo,nu ek BoondelWmndee,*' implying, that a hundred 
weithmen retailers (of gram), who are proverbially rogues, are only equal to one native 
of Boondelkhund 

The prevailing color worn by the natives is green, which deserves notice on account 
of the dye not being liable to Cide, aa is generally the case m India it is eaid to be com 
posed of the leaves of the Ummowah tree. Hurra (Myrabolans), and alum the two latter 
ingredients being first pul in the water, m which the Ummowah leaves are afterwards 
boiled 

Boondelkbnnd IS bounded by the river Jumna on the north on the north west by 
the Ganges on the south by the Saugor district and Curb Mundia Rewah and Boo. 
galekhund on the south east, and by the Mirzapeor hills oa the north-east It is watered 
by the Jumna, Ganges, Ken andBetwa, besides numerous nvulets The Keajs cele- 
brated for its beautiful trauspareot stones and pebbles 

The whole territory is said to have yielded anciently one knror and thirty-eigU 
lakhs, but now 8fi lakhs , of which Government realizes annually about 3G lakhs 

A great part of the province consists of jageers, granted to the descendanU of 
GhntturSaul and others The understated descendants of OhotturSaul receive annually 
from their jageers the sums opposite their mptctive names 


Raja Kishor Singh of Punnah, 

7,00,000 

Raja Bukht Siogb of Bandab, 

4 00,000 

RajaBijee Buhadoor ofChurkbaree, 

400 DOD 

RajaUijoon Singh of Curb Kota, 

1,50,000 

Raja Prithee Singh of pujour. 

2,00,000 

JlajaPareSih hut of Jytpoor, — 

CO 000 

RajaDooijun ShmgofMyheer, 

1,60,000 

Raja Tej Singh of TundeU, 

25000 

Raja Moorut Singh of Jussah, 

16000 

Rao Pnthee Smgh of 3 ignee, » 

, 16,000 


Theundemamed chiefs, not descendants of Chuttur Saul, also hoIdjageerA. 

Mohun Singh Rughoobonsee, dmrendant ofHprbuDsRae, theRajaof Morfobi pos- 
sesses a jageer yielding annually 16,000 rupees 

PurtaubSingb, the son of the late Sonohsah, chief of Chnttorpoor, Soundee, £cc holds 
territory said to yield between seven or eight lakhs of rupees 

Nuthoo Ram and Nurayun Has, sons of the late Dareean Singh, the Choubce of 
Rlalinjor, hold ajageer yieldiog annually 76,000 rupees 



The jageer of Umeen ool Moolk^'>3, the Nawah of Kalpee, yields atmually one lakh 1 
of rupees. 

The-widowofthe late Wujeehood Been Khan, possesses a jageer yielding annually 

12.000 rupees. 

The late Umrut Rao, the adopted son of Rugohah,-who resided atTurrowah, received 
a pension in treasure of eight lakhs ofrupees per annum. 

The lateNuwab Shumsheer Buhadoor at Bandah, received four lakhs of rupees. 

The sons and family of Raja Oomrao Geer, who reside at Bandah, receive annually 

36.000 rupees. The Chelahs and family of Koonnr Kunchun Geer, residing at Bandah, 
receive 24,000 a year. There are also others, who hold small jageers, or receive pensions 
from Government. 


The descendant of the infamous minister Ghaieeood Deeo, by whose instigatioa the Emperor Alamgeer 
the Second was murdered. 
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CHAP. VII. 

jin Account of the chief Towm and petty Slates tn Hoondelkhund, ^c. 


BANDAH 

la now the capitil of Boondelkhund It w the chief cml and military ataliony 
a mart for cotton, and the other produchona of the province The only object deserv- 
ing notice IS, a large well or baolee, tbirly-aeveo feet m diameter, and fifty two deep, with 
two Jligbts of stairs, one on each side, roood its infenor, descending diagonally, and 
resting at landing places, ahont every twelve feet, until they reach the bottom This well 
13 one kos from Bandah, on the road to Ponnah, and was built by Raja Gooman Singh 

KALPEE 

Was anciently a place of great repute, and the seat of government Dow relsfes, 
that *' It was long in the possession of the Ufghans of Lodi, and taken A D 1478, by the 
Emperor Buliloolee who gave it to his grandsoo, Azim Hoomavoon In 1488, the Emperor 
Sikundur first took it from lus brother Azim Hoomayoou and gave ittn|>lubmoodof 
Dodi In A D 1504, it was governed by the pnuce Jullal, and in ISOfi bestowed by 
the Emperor Sikuodur, first lo jageer oponNeamut Rhatoou, the wife of Qootub Khan 
of Lodi, anddaughterofJuUal, who rebelling in A D 1516 against ihe Emperor Ibraheem 
the Second, marched from Kalpee, and ascended the throne of Jounpoor, where his afiairs 
not succeediug to bis expectations, be returned to Kalpee, secured his family in the fort, 
and collecting all bis strength, assumed the title of Emperor, under the name of Jfullal ood 
deen Resolving to try bis fortune in the field, he sent aa ambassador to Azim 
Hoomayoon, who held Ralinjur for Ibrabeem, and bad a great army lu bis pay, to beg his 
essictance, and Azim was prevailed upon to join him la 1528, Azim deaerterl the cause 
of JuUal, and maxched to join the Emperor, by whom he was favorably received Ibrahetm 
dispatched the greater part of bis army, under Azim to attack his brother Jullal, who 
avoided the battle, threw a garrison unto Kalpee, and marched with 30,000 horse against 
Agra, where his irresolution uduced his troops to desert. Azim besieged and took Kalpee, 
and pursued Jullal, who fled to Gwalyeer, and was subsequently seized and sent to Ibni- 
heem, who ordered him to be confined m the fort ofHansee, but gave secret instructions 
to assassinate him on the way, which was accordingly done In A D 2520, the pnace 
Hoomayoon, having settled the affairs of Jounpoor, returned by way of Kalpee conciliated 
matters with Alum, the governor of that place, who accompanied him to Dillee 

In A D 1554, the expelled Lmperor Moohommud sent Hirnee, lus vizier, with a 
formidable army, well appointed m cavalry, elephants, and artillery, from Chunarh, m 
order to recover his dominions Hirnee engaged the Emperor Ibraheem the Third, near 
Kalpee, andggve him a signal defeat, but was himself defeated in a battle, which suhse- 



quently took place, at the vfflage of Chirkut, thirty miles from Kalpee, by Moobummud, 
the Governor of Bengal, who had rebelled !” 

After this period, Kalpee appears to have remained annexed to the empire of 
DiUee, until the time of Chattur Saul, when, as already mentioned, it was included in his 
conquests, and by him bequeathed to the Peesbwa, by whom it was ceded to the English, in 
1803. Kalpee is a large town, ou the right bank of the Jumna, celebrated for being the 
mart of cotton and Khurwa, the well known coarse red cloth used for camp equipage. 
It is also celebrated for sugarcandy, equal to that of China. 

PENNAH 

Is a neat town, and has a novel and agreeable appearance, the houses being con- 
structed of grey stone. The principal building is a large and handsome temple, con- 
taining images of Krishna and Luchmun, whose eyes are said to be diamonds of great 
value. 

The palace of Chuttnr Saul, now in mins, is pleasantly situated on the side of an 
extensive sheet of water, formed by an embankment between two Mils. The mausoleums 
of various members of the Pnnnah family decorate the sides of the lake, and exhibit 
much symmetry, excellence, and perfection in that species of architecture^'®. 

The town is situated in a vale or ampitheatre, it being partly enclosed by hills, rising 
gradually, clothed with brilliant verdure of every tint to their summits, and presenting 
landscapes extremely gratifying to the traveller who has been unaccustomed to sylvan 
scenes, romantic hills, and verdant vales. 

Alligators and croc.odilesi^° are kept in tlm lake, and worshipped by the Bramhins; 


Id EartboIoxDeo'sjudrment, tlie modem Indians want ncitiier taTents nor taste, in the designs nnd eiecnlion 
of their scniptnre. The sCatnary, he informs us, must mahethe statnes of the gods caactly in the way prescribed by 
the priests, in order, according to their opinion, that the attributes of the deity may be properly eipresseJ. Hence it 
happens, that the Indian statnes hare from four to six hands, three and somedmes more heads, and in general a rery 
horrid appearance. The architect, however, has full scope for his gcnins, andis by no means subjected to thearbitrary 
prescriptions of the Bramhnns. Forthis reason, the Indian architecture eaiibiu more taste, and is much more perfect 
than their works of sculpture : but I w-Ul not deny that the statuaries also make excellent pieces, when they arc 
allowed to follow the impulse of their own genius, as Is proved by the many bass reliefs, crecidxes, hfadonas, 
vases, and other articles of ivory, tvhich are here and there executed by the Indian artists,— /itdrsn :^ar/jmftfr,vol.vii. 
p. 774. 

’’’The crocodde was an animal fertile insymhoUcal wonders, both in physics and astronomy. Let the astonished 
naturalist examinehismouth,andhewilI there find, fheysayjSfiO teeth, theexactnumberofthedaysoftheancientyear. 
Let him count the number of the eggs which the femalelays at atime, and the amount is sixty, a nnmber in great reqnest 
in the calculatioDsof Asiatic astronomers. It is very remarkable, in regard to certain animslsand plants, thatthe same 
were Mghly venerated in one region of Egypt, and held in the utmost detestaUoa in another. The crocodile was one 
of those animals ; for in the ceighbonrhood of the Lake Mreris, they were regarded as sacred, and there was a par- 
ticnlar city devoted to their rites, and called from them Crocodilopolis. Here there wus a tame one, preserved with 
great care, attended by a train of priests, who adorned his ears with jewels, and decked his body with omimeats of 
gold. The most delicate viands were allotted for his food while livings and when dead, his body was embalmed, 
and buried with great funeral pomp. 


MM 




and a considerable portion of the water is covered with the blooming lotos, diffusing the 
fragrance of the tulip^^i 


JULAON 

Is the chief town of Nana Gonnd Rao.who possesses a fertile tract of country, cele- 
brated for its cotton, and supposed to yield annually twelve lakhs of rupees; but when 

be had possession of Saugor, Huttah, &c he collected a revenue of about twenty.five 
lakhs The chief of Julaon is commonly called Nana Sahib He is son of the late 
Gunga Dhur, who originally obtained the district on the condition of keeping up twelve 
thousand men for the service of the Peeshwa 

JANSEE 

Is an independent state, yielding onnnally about seven lakhs of rupees It is 
govemed by a chief named Ram ChunderRao, who inherited it from his father, Sbeo 
Ram Bhao The fort of /ansee is said to contain twenty or thirty pieces of cannon Not 
far from Jansee, is the town of Chundelee, celebrated for the manufacture of the cloth of 
that name, which is nearly equal to the finest cambric 

DUTCEUH 

Is also goy emed hy its oivn chief, whose name is Rao Poreech,hut Bis coaotry is 
said to yield annually seven lakhs of rupees Terhee, orOorcbba,is in possession ofR^a 
Biknnajeet, whose revenue is said to amount to fourteen lakhs of rupees per annum 

The Raja of Sumpta, name unknown, governs a fertile tract of country, said to yield 
annually au lakhs of rupees a year. 

BHOORA CURH 

This fort was built in 1784, by Raja Ooomau Singh, by whom RajaRara wasappoinled 
Qilaadar, and from whom it was taken byUiee Bubadoor, and retaken by Raja Ram 


The crocodile wse held in ehhorrence, beet s« Tj plioo (Toor«n ’) the e«I gen us of Egypt, wu thought to bsre 
chaoged into a crocodile , A d therefore is the r hieroglfpbics tl at tuimel was his symbol The crocodile tJso de- 
noted the eHst and west —/«»/«/»' fijmfta, Tol III f 521, b2S 

111 fiie lotos, SQspesded aloft In a (Lovstod temples of India and Egypt as the picturesque ayahol of Ihst 
hnmid principle, which enaoBtioit of the eteroaIbeaiD,pierciogthe darkest recesses of the chaotic waters, tnlmated 
and rendered prolific, demonstrates the alroug and traditional eeneral on for the aquatic element, which descended 
down to the generations of Asia from the specolatire race of bnmtn philosophers Their conceplioos coaeenlos 
the union of these two grand principles, and Ihecopsequent generation of all things, were sometioics expressed by 
fiames, issuing from (he calls of the lotus, acvlptoredin the fonn of a rase, which lodeed its natural shape greatly 
resembles, and at others, that call* is encircled witha radiated crown of flames. Just mountiog abore ibe bnrnisbed 
edge, to mark the aupenor energy of fire orer water This u tbe inrariable meaning of the aocieots, when either 
Bramha, Seera, Osiris, or Horus are pourtrsyed sitting upon that sacred plant i they are only emblems of theiolaf 
fire warming and invigorating the chaotic waters Thu their constant and immemorial deifieatioaof the element 
of water, and iheir profound admiration of the asWniabbg qualities possessed by it, of pervading, eherishiog, and 
ditsolvingtll things, Ibe effect of philosophical inveaUgaUoa, must necesasniy and naturally bare induced an ac» 
quaintance With the hydraulic science —/m//<wi-ff<«»Jf««tiei,ToI Tu p 693, 63t See note 33 




VIEW OF THE EAST FACE OF THE FORT OF UJEEGHUR 




previous to tlie battle of Kubsali in 1803. It was again taken in the same year by Col. 
Meiselback, on the part of the Honorable Company, after battering it for a month. 

SIURFCH 

Is a very ancient fort, situated on a biU, six kos east of Kalinjur. Since the death 
of Raja Hurbuns Rae, it has been neglected, and suffered to fall to decay. It was after- 
wards occupied by some predatory chiefs, from whom it was taken, in a night attack, by 
Colonel Meiselback, who was subsequently induced to vacate it, on account of the annoy- 
ance experienced from the wild beasts which occupied the jungle, with which its interior 
is 'overgrown. I was informed by Kundur Das, an intelligent and learned man, who is 
Pundit to the civil court at Bandah, that within the fort of hlurfuh, there are- several 
ancient inscriptions and much sculpture well worthy of examination. 

UJEE GURH. 

Though Ujee Gurh is a place of great antiquity, the fortifications are said to be 
modern. It is related, that when Gooman Singh obtained the Raj of Bandah, the Qilaadar, 
Lulloo Hoozooree was employed to construct them ; but, in my judgment, they are coeval 
with the other fortifications in the province. “ The fort contains three large reservoirs 
of fine fresh water, cut with wonderful labor out of a solid rock, and the ruins of three 
magnificent Hindoo temples, built of stones, laid without cement, but most nicely fitted to 
each other, and adorned within and without, with sculpture, of chaste design, and the most 
exquisite workmanship. Tiie era of the erection of these venerable buildings is lost in 
antiquity ; but they are evidently much older than the fortress, which was built by an an- 
cient Raja called Ujee Gopaul, and after bim called Ujee Gurh, the latter adjunct -signi- 
fying a fortress. Ujee Gopaul lived beyond tbe reach of any known record. The tem- 
ples have two large tables with inscriptions ; but the language and characters are unknown. 
The letters are in relief, the stone being cut away from them, according to the frequent 
custom of antiquity.” “ At a remote period, Ujee Gurh was reduced after a siege of ten 
months, by famine, tbe only means by which it could be taken before artillery was intro- 
duced.” 

In tbe year 1800, it was taken by Ulee Bubadoor, after a siege of six weeks, when Lai 
Shaw Goruseeuh was appointed Qilaadar. After the Nuwab Shumsheer Bubadoor came 
to terms with tbe British government, he was called upon to give a written order for the 
evacuation of Ujee Gurh, of which Coionel Meiselback and Colonel Zumaun Khan, with 
their respective brigades, were sent to take possession. They were accompanied on this 
service by the late Major J. Anderson, of the Honorable Company’s European Regiment, 
to whose superintendence it was confided. When this force had arrived under the hill of 
Deogaon, which is five miles from Ujee Gurh, the rear of Colonel Moohummud Zumaun 
Khan’s brigade was fiercely attacked by tbe force of Luchmun Doreeub, which had been 
secretly posted in the ravines and surrounding forest. Several of the guns fell into the 
hands of the enemy, hy whom many men were killed and wounded. The whole brigade 
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136 was thrown into the utmost disorder and confusion, and intermixed with the baggage and 
camp followers 

Colonel Meiselback, who was in front, instantly charged to the rear, and, unable to 
fire, on account of the troops and baggage being intermingled, rushed on the enemy with 
fixed bayonets, killed and wounded many, and succeeded ft recapturing the guns, without 
tbe loss of a mnn The troops then advanced, and encamped at Nj a Shubur, which is 
close under Ujee Curb The Qilaadar agreed to evacuate the fort, on the condition of 
receiving thirteen thousand rupees, to enable him to discharge the arrears of pay which 
were due to the garrison Two companies of Colonel Meiselback’s brigade were ac- 
cordingly sent up with the money, and after paying it were put in pos3e<»sion of the 
fort 


When night approached, Luchmun Dooreeuh privately sent a vukeel to offer th® 
Qilaadar 18,000 rupees, provided he would allow him to take possession of the fort These 
terms being immediately accepted, the Qilaadar, on receiving the money, permitted Luch- 
mun Doreeuh, with two thousand infantry, to escalade the rampart He then desired the 
two companies to descend the hifl, to take back (he money to Colonel Meiselback, and to 
tell him, that if he did not immediately retire, he would be fired upon from tbe fort The 
Colonel was accordingly indued to strike bis camp, and proceed to Nuliree, a distance of 
five kos from the fort 

T7jee Ourli was besieged by the British force under Lieutenant Colonel (now Major 
General) Maritndell The batteries opeoed*^^ at daybreak on the I2th of February 1809, 
and so heavy and destructive was the fire, that the enemy could not shew a man, and only 
fired in the intervals while our guns were cooling By sunset two of tbeir guns were dis 
mounted, and three of the gates, with fheirdefences, laidio rums Immense masses of stone 
and masonry were brought down Next roorning, the batteries played on the upper gate 
and defences with powerful effect, and at noon (be enemy displayed a nhite flag At 
four (hey evacuated the fort, and at five we occupied it'' 

Although it was not my design to bring this history down to a later period than the 
occupation of the province by the British, I have been impelled by the subject to notice 
such events as stand prominently on record, especially as it, m this instance, affords me 
tbe gratifying opportunity of paying a tribute to departed worth, in reference to the as- 
sault of tbe fortified heights of Rugowlee, where the persevenng gallantry of our troops 
operated so forcibly on the minds of Lucbinun Doureeuh and his followers, that it materi- 
ally tended to accelerate the fall of Ujee Gurh 

My friend Lieutenant Jamieson, of the 1st Battalion 19th Regiment Native Infantry, 
while gallantly employed on that service, received a shot through both his thighs, and 
after lingering a few days, he expired' Honorable, upright, and accomplished, he possessed 
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the esteem of all who hnew him. A tomb 
Ms memory by bis brother officers. 


bearing the following inscription was erected to i 


“Sacred to the memory of Lieutenant W. Jamiesom IstBattalion 19th N. B. V who 
was mortally wounded at the assanlt of the heights of Rugowlee, January 22d’ and' died 
February 2d, 1809, aged 24 years. 

"This monument was erected by tbe officers of the corps, as a mark of respect and 
esteem for his exemplary valor and virtues.” 


Contemplating tbe silent tomb of a companion, friend, and brother officer, long since 
“gone to that bourne whence no traveller returns,” the affecting farewell of the Vicar of 

WakeSeM to bis son, recurred to memory with peculiar force Go, andifyoufall, 

though distant, exposed, and unwept by those tbatlove you, — tbe most precious tears are 
those with which heaven bedews the ioinb of a soldier.” 


General Orders hy the Governor General in Coimcil, 6th March, 1S09. 

"The Governor General in Council discharges a satisfactory ohligationof his public 
duty, in recording tbe high sense which he entertains of the judgment of Lieut. Colonel 
Martindell, in arranging the attacks of the fortified heights of Ragowly, and of the dis- 
tinguished spirit of gallantry and persevering courage, manifested by Lieut Colonel 
Lawtie, and the officers and men employed under his personal command on that occasion. 
The Governor General in Council duly considers the extraordinary difficulties opposed to 
the execution of this vigorous enterprize, by the strength of the enemy’s position, and by 
the advantages which it afforded of determined resistance to the efforts of the British 
troops ; and contemplates with sentiments of the highest applause, the undaunted zeal 
and gallant exertions of tbe brave officers and men of the detachment, which finally suc- 
ceeded in compelling tbe enemy to abandon bis fortified posts with heavy loss. And the 
Governor General in Council desires to convey his thanks to Lieutenant Colonel Lawtie, 
and the officers who are stated by Lieutenant Colonel Martindell to have particularly 
distinguished tliemselves on this occasion, as well as to the other officers, and to the men 
of the detachment employed in the execution of this arduous service, 

"His Lordship in Council deeply laments the loss sustained by the British troops 
in the attack; but is happy to reflect, that the casualties have been less extensive than 
what might have been expected from the nature of the obstacles which opposed the 
exertions of the troops. 

“The Governor General in Council has received with extreme concern the informa- 
tion of the decease of Lieut Jamieson, who was severely wounded in the gallant dis- 
charge of his duty. To the surviving wounded officers, Lieut Fry and Ensign Speck, 

MM 



138 lIieGo%ernorGeneraImCouncil<le3ires,iliatIjis approbation of tlieir ammated courofre 
may bo especially comoiumcated 

"The judicions dispositions which regukied the sacce<!sful attack of the fortified hill 
in the vicjmty of Adjee Gurh and the town of Nosheliur, are considered by the Go^c^no^ 
General in Coancil to be highly creditable to Lieut Colonel RlartincleU a professional abi- 
lities , and l?ie energy and exertions of the oBcers and men, n Inch secured the success of 
that operation, establish an additional claim to public approbation 

"To theable arrangements by Lieut Colonel Martmdell, and to the zeal, irresistible 
bravery, and laborious exertions of the officers and men in carri mg them into effect, and 
especially to the distinguished example of militaiy ardourandpersevermgeourage afford- 
ed a the attack of Ragowfy, the surrender of the fortress of Adjee Gurh is principilly to 
be attributed, and although the Governor General is satisfied that the same success 
would have ntlendcd the arduous operation of a storm, his Lordship in Council i« happy 
to be enabled to express the aentiraenls of his cordial approbation and applause on the 
complete accomplishment of the object of the late expedifion, unacromponied by the feel- 
ings of regret at the additional loss which the gallant troops would probably have sus 
tamed in the assault of a fortress so strongly fortified by nature and by art, os that of 
Adjec Gurh 

" The Governor General in Council therefore records on this occasion hw public 
thanks generally to the officers and men employed during the late campaign m Biiiidle- 
khund, and especially to Lieat Colonel Martmdell, whose judgment ind military skill, 
seconded by the courage and exertion of the gallant detachment whicli he commanded, 
have happily accomplished an undertaking, not less arduous in its natare than important 
iQ its effects to the interest of the public service 

"The Governor General in Council deems it in obligation of justice, to take this 
opportunity of expressing the high sense which he entertains of the essential aid afford- 
ed to the operations of the detachment, by (he zeal, activity, and vigilance manifested by 
Mr Richardson, the Governor Generals Agent m Bundlekhund, who accompanied the 
troops, and employed his personal exertions and his local influence and autlionfy in a 
manner materially conducive to (be accomplishment of the object of the expedition 3Ir 
Richardson s exertions were emiiieotly conspicuous in the measures and arrangements 
by which the besieged were deprived of the resources of the surrounding country, and of 
the means of external succour, and in the terms of surrender which he proposed to the 
Kdlcdar of Adjee Gurh, and which by firmness and decision he ultimately secured.” 



CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Siege of Kalinjurt in 1813 . 
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; “The central part of Hindustanis separatedfrom tlie valley, tlirougli wbich tlie Jumna 

‘ and Gauges flow, by a range ofmountains, not rising in a ridge between tliese two districts, 
i but level at the top, while their sides form the natural boundary and rampart of the higher 
■ India, and the flat valley lies stretched like a boundless sea at their feet. Nothing can 
t present a more exact resemblance of a bold sea-coast than the outline of these hills, as 
) viewed from Zoioer Bundelkhund : there are all alongwbatyoumightterm promontory and 
; bay, with detached hills, that look as if they had been insulated from the rest by a current 
I of water, and others rising here and there in the plain, like huge bare rocks in the ocean. 
! The chain of hills where I have seen it, is about 600 or 700 feet in average height, and 
I sweeps in an irregular course round Bundelkhund proper, which is the valley at its feet. 

: Kalinjur and Adjigurh are both insular hills detached from this chain, and about 1000 or 
; 1500 3'ards distant from iL The extent of table land on their summits, the abruptness of 
i their sides, and the favourable circumstance of a plentiful spring at top, mast have ren- 
' dered them very early places of security. The foundation of both is involved in remote 
r obscurity. Kalinjur then belonged to a Bramin, who had obtained it by usurpalioa and 
) murder; and the family from whom he usurped it were usurpers themselves. Our par- 
) ticnlar grounds of quarrel with him 1 knew not, but his conduct bad been highly trouble- 
); some, and his castle had been the resort of outlaws and plunderers for some years past. 

‘ “The country around the hill is low, and therefore marshy, until the middle of the cold 
season. About November, measures were taken to have a battering train in readiness at 
; Cawnpore, and another at Allahabad. Different movements of corps took place in order 
to conceal the main object, which was not suspected by any not in the secret, until the 
force destined for this service was suddenly united at Banda, on the 16th of January 1812, 
under the command of Colonel Martindell, (now Major General Sir Gabriel Martindell, 
K. C.B.) It consisted of a squadron of the 8lh Light Dragoons, five companies of the 53d 
Foot, a squadron of the 1st Cavalry, the whole of the 3d Cavalry (three squadrons), and six 
battalions of native infantry. The force was abundantly sufficient for the siege. Colonel 
Brown, (the present Major General Sir Thomas Brown, K.C.B.) was directed to dispose 
the three troops of the 1st Cavalry that were with him, along the top of the hills, so as to 
guard the roads and passes leading from the interior, and so to prevent succours being 
thrown into the place. This duty was performed with great activity and success, and 
several large parties of armed men were intercepted on the 19th of January. Colonel Mar- 
tindell’s force encamped before the fortress, and we had a distinct view of this celebrated 
rock. The walls are carried round the whole Bumndt, and extend so as to embrace a 



circumference of four miles and one furlong For the most part they are founded upon a 
ridge of steep block rock, which forms the natural crest of the hilk A smaller detached 
summit of the same eminence rises \ery abruptly from the plain, and is 825 yards distant 
from the neorest part of Kalmjur, but atmost'as high This ground, from its distance 
badalinys been neglected from the plain toil e summit it is covered with hushes, briars 
anil bamboos Captain Carmicbael Smj tb, of the Engineers, who was detachment engineer, 
determined to breach the place from tins hilt It was occupied by some light infantry] 
who met with no resistance, and the pioneers (under Lieutenant Hichard Faitbfull) soon 
made a road to the top , that is to say, they cleared the ground of trees and brushwood, 
and the Europeans pulled up four iron Jong J8 pounders, and two mortars, to (he top of 
the bill This nas accomplished by sheer labour, and the toil was very severe The 
weight of an 18 pounder is 35 cwt even without the carnage, and this was pulled up a 
lull 780 feet high The summit was quite bare of soil, so that the eartix to make batte- 
ries was of necessity earned up from the plain in canvas sacks 

Another battery of two 18-prs was formed on the shoulder of this hill it was nearer to 
the fort, but its fire was less valuable, from its being so much lower than the bottom of the 
wall, which the halls struck in a very slanting direction Two I2-prs were disposed of 
still lower, to annoy the enem},and to dismount such of bis guns as fired on the besiegers 
without any fixed point of aim After the aecond day's fire, they were added to the lower 
battery. 

The ascent from the valley to the fortress is op a broad winding road cut lu the 
side of the lull, with seven gateways from the top to the bottom at a little distance from 
the lowest, is the town of Kahnjur, surrounded by a wall and ditch As soon as the 
batteries were completed, a detachment was ordered to occupy the towu at daybreak 
The Buudelas ran out as soon as we began to clamber o>er the wall, and went cp to the 
lowest gateway from tins and the adjoining works, they kept op a constaut fire of match* 
locks upon the troops in the town during the siege, and they returned it, but neither 
party did much mischief The same momiog the breaching batteries opened They had 
been very injudiciously directed against the right part of the wall opposite the battery , 
for it had u foundation of rock about eight feet high, while the left part of the 
same face or curtain rose from the level ground The ill conseejuence of this was 
felt when wo stormed It arose from want of proper information being previously 
obtained This part of the wall, when we afterwards examined it from the inside, 
seemed newer than the rest, and from (be hill presenting here (and almost only here) 
a tolerably easy slope, it appears to have been the* point where S/iere Shah made 
Iiw approaches in A E 35-15, and was killed by a shell at the very Irme of the assaull 
The wall opposite to our battery was very thick (about 25 feel), and built of large stones, 
laid without any mortar, except to the inner and outer layer there was one advantage in 
this, for the balls did not bnng down solid masses of masonry, and after the face of the 


• Thti 11 very protftble, for Ihc rcMon joit oMifarf { and it also the canje of Ul« Babadoor leleehny Ih# 

•tme ipot ta 1800 and eonjeqoentlyUie wall tier* iri» probably bwlt about the period of Ua daalbla 
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breach had been well opened, it became covered with loose rubbish, in which bidlef, 
buried themselves with little effect. We continued for several days to batter at the wll ! 
mean time, the people m the fort gave us little interruption. Until we be-an to tire from’ 
our batteries, they had not fired a shot : this was from an old Indian point of honor, that 
It did not become a fort to fire until it was fired upon. After they did begin, they did no 
harm ; they had only some old cannon, that were more dangerous to tlmse who worked 
them, than to us. 


“Their apparent indifference and neglect made them be despised by almost eveij body 
in camp, and the more sanguine anticipated, that when tbe place was assaulted, it would be 
found empty. At last the assault took place, but they were fatally deceived. It was stormed 

on the 20tli of February, by a column headed by the five companies of the 53d. H and 

Iwere oil duty, and went down ns near as we were permitted to go to the battery. Tbe 
attack took place about sunrise : we were aboutlOOO or 900 yards distant,in a direcllinefrom 
thespot, and tbe sun was shining brightupontbebreach,so that we saw every tbingthrough 
a glass most distinctly. The enemy expected, from tbe condition of tbe breach, to be 
attacked that morning; and they now shewed, that if they had given ns no disturbance 
before, and bad remained perfectly quiet, it was not from fear. The top of the breach, 
and the wall on both sides of it, were crowded with matchlockinen. The parapet, which 
bad been six feet liigU and three thick, bad been purposely knocked down by our artillery 
tbe day before, so they were exposed from bead to heel. Our cannon from the batteries 
fired as sharply as possible among tliem to clear the breach, but they disregarded it. Tlio 
Europeans were at this time 50 yards from the foot of the rampart, lying down screened 
by an old low wall. A signal was given them ; they rose, and rushed to tbe assault. In a 
minute we discovered them clambering up tbe scaling ladders. Tliej' were manfully 
opposed. The enemy fired at them briskly with matchlocks, and (what was a more sure 
and ready weapon in that situation,) they threw or rolled down stones from the top of the 
breach. The projecting points of rock on which the wall was founded, prevented the 
ladders from lying fiat upon it, and the men bad to leap down from tbe ladders to get on 
the bottom of tbe breach. As soon as they beganto climb upitsverysteep ascent, they were 
knocked down asfast as one succeeded another. Every stone that was thrown or displaced 
brought down a quantity of rubbish, the dust from which almost blinded and suflbcated 
the party at the foot of tbe rock, who were pressing forward in their turn to mount tbe 
ladders, only to be precipitated from them in their turn also. This struggle continued 
for about 35 minutes, when Colonel Slartindell, thinking it hopeless, sent an order for tbe 
party to draw oil'. They lost in this attempt 1 Captain (Fraser), 1 Leiut. 1 Serjeant, and 
10 men of H. M. 53 kilfed.— 1 Captain, 8 Lieut. 1 Surgeon, 6 Serjeants, and 114 wounded. 
Of these, six died afterwards. Leiut. Faithful and 41 (out of 100) native pioneers were 
wounded. A few of the sepoys were wounded, and two killed by straggling shots ; for 
they never got forward to the breach. Tbe loss of the garrison was variously stated : it 
was, however, greatly owing to tbe grape and sbrapnells fired from our artillery before 
the attack began. If it bad succeeded, the fort would have exhibited a deplorable scene. 
Tbe Raja’s family and all the women of tbe garrison bad been placed in a large stone 
bouse, on tbe floor of which they bad spread gunpowder; and if tbe English troops bad got 
in, they would have blown themselves up. 



" Tlietmprcssionmadeon the garrison by tbe bravery of the English troops, and their 
ohstinaU, though unsuccessful attack, was so great, that the Raja sent out the next daj 
1o make proposals for a surrender, and gave up the place witlim eight days afterwards 
The terms were simply, that we would give him lands to an equal extent in the plain This 
bad been oflered Iiitn at the beginning of the siege, but he had then refused to surrender* 


FORT WILLIAM. March 13, 1812 
Grntral Ordersy hy the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council 
" The Right Honorable the Governor General in Council is pleased to direct, that the 
following copies of a letter from the Adjutant General, and of its enclosures, contain- 
mg a report of the circamstances of the late gallant assault on the fortress of Kalinjur, be 
published for general information 

" Although the delay which has occurred in the receipt of that report, has retarded a 
public expression nf that distinguished applause which the gallant troops engaged in the 
operations of the late siege have so justly acquired, yet this delay has been attended with 
the advantage of exliibifing at the same point of time, both the specific merits of the 
ofBcers and corps employed m the arduous assault of the 2d ultimo, and the successful 
effects of the heroic intrepidity and exertion displayed on that occasion, m the subsequent 
surrender of the fortress, on terms combining witb a vindication of the rights and dignity 
of the British government, a practical acknowledgment of the triumph of its arms, on 
the part of the enemy to whom they were opposed 

Hi 4 Lordship in Council cordially unites in the sentiments of admiration, expressed 
by His Excellency the Commander m Chief, at the exemplary exertions, zeal, and 
persevering courage, manifested by Lieutenant Colonel Alawbey, of His Alajesty's 63d 
Regiment, and the brave officers and men acting under his immediate command, in the 
assault of the 2d ultimo, and desires, that the public thanks of this goverument be con- 
veyed to them generally and individually, for those distinguished efforts of energy and 
valour by which they have sustained and augmented the glory of the British arms, and 
by which, notwithstanding the immediate failure of the assault, alone rendered unsuccess- 
ful by obstacles and difficulties physically insurmountable, they finally accomplished the 
object of the late arduous and important enterpnze 

" His Lordship in Council further records the acknowledgments due to Colonel 
Martindell, commanding the troops in the province of Bundelkhund, for the zeal, ability, 
and judgment, displayed by him in the conduct of the arrangements preparatory to the 
siege, and in the skilful dispositions connected with its progress and termination 


•" I am InJebled for this sfcount of the tiegir, ud for theplanof balinjar whicIi*ecompaaiMU,toM*jor 

JlistsoD, Depoif AdjatftDt Oeaenl of the 11107 



« The just applause hestovred by Colonel MarfindeD, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Mau-bcy, on the officers and corps engaged in the assault, precludes the necessity of a 

furiher specification of individual merits; at the same time the Governor General in 
Conncil deems it his duty to express his concurrence in the honorable testimony borne in 
the snhjoined documents to the distingnisbed services of the artillery and engineer de- 
partments, and to the exemplary valour displayed by Captain Smyth, the directing en- 
sineer, on the morning of the 2d ultimo. 

“His Lordship in Council deeply laments the death of Captain Fraser and Lieu- 
tenant and .4djutaut Nice, and the loss sustained in killed and xvounded on this occasion ; 
but His Lordship in Council has had the satisfaction to learn, by snhseqnent accounts, 
that feiv among the latter, and no officers, bavebeea added to tbe number of those -whose 
services have been permanently' lost to their country and their government. 

" By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, 

“N. B. EDiHONSTONE, Chhf Ssc. U 


“ To N. B. ED3IONSTONE, Chief Sec. fo Gov. Secret Department. 

" Sm, 

"I am directed by the Commander in Chief to request, you Trill lay before the Right 
Honorable the Governor General in Conncil, the enclosed copy of a dispatch, dated the 4th 
ultimo, but only received this morning, from Colonel Martindell, commanding in Bundle- 
khund, detailing the particulars of the assault on Kalinjur, on the morning of the 2d 
Febniary, and transmitting a return of the killed and vrounded, in that most gallant 
enterprize. 

“ Although the Commander in Chief deeply laments the loss sustained by the British 
troops in the attempt to carry Kalinjur by storm. His E.xcellency considers the early 
surrender of that celebrated fortress to the British poTVer, as the immediate conseqnence 
of the impression made on the mind of the enemy, by the determined spirit shewn in the 
assault of the breach, and by the severity of the loss he experienced on that occasion. 

“ The Commander in Chief trusts, that although the exertions of Lieutenant Colonel 
Mawbey, of His Majesty’s 53d Foot, and of the brave officers and men who acted under 
him in this arduous service, were not crowned by the immediate success which they de- 
served, owing to the formidable natural obstacles which opposed them, their zeal and 
gallantry wifi not he viewed the less entitled to the distinguished approbation of His 
Lordship in Council. 

“ Reverting to the arrangements made fop assembling the force before Kafinjor, and 
for investing the place, as well as to the progress of the siege, the Commander in Chief 
finds just occasion for bringing to the favourable notice of government, the conduct of 



Colonel Marlindell, m tlie general direction of the important sen ice confided to Ins eipe, 
nence and ability, and the persevering zeal and exertions manifestedbj all descriptions of 
the troops, the detachments of the European cavalry, artillery, and infantry, the native 
infantry and pioneers, in the laborious operations of the siege, prior to the assault on the 
2d February 

“ The Right Honorable the GovernorCeneralin Council will 1 ave noticed with pecn- 
liar satisfaction, m Colonel Marlmdclls former dispatches, the testimony borne to the 
services rendered by the artillery and engineer departments, throughout the siege, and 
the Commander m Chief his now particular pleasure in attracting tlie notice of His Lord* 
ship in Council to (he honorable mention made in LieutcnantCoIonel Ma«be}’s report to 
Colonel Martmdel), of the exemplary \aIour displayed bj Captain Smytb, the directing 
negineer, on the laoming of the 2d Februarj 


Adjdtant Genervl's OFffcn,-j 
Prestdenri/ of port \ViUtanu I 
OfA o/ilfarc/i, 1812 J 


“Iliaielhehonor to be, 

"Sir 

" Your obedient Servant, 

"(Signed) O U FAGAN, Jrfj Gen" 


Lieut Col FAGAN, Adjulant General 

* Sin, 

"With reference to my letter to your address of (he 2d instant, reporting the failure 
on the morning of that da}, I haie now the honor to transmit a return of the killed and 
wounded, and to stale, for the information of Uis Excellency tic Commander in Chief, 
that the storming part} consisted of five companies of His Majesty’s 53d Regiment, 
twelve companies of grenadiers, and nine companies of light infantiy of the line, divided 
into three colums of eight companies each, exclusive of the grenadiers and light infantry 
of his Iilijest}’s 53d, under Captain Irascrofthat corps, and the following is the dis- 
position that was made on the day previous to the attack. 

"The forlorn hope, consisting of a segeant aud 32 privates of His Majest}’ 63d Re 
giment, were to lead, followed by tbe grenadiers and light infantry of that corps The 
Ist or leading column, consisting of the remaining three companies of his Majesty s 63d, 
and five companies of grenadiers, the 2a column, composed of eight companies of gre 
nadiers and light infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Fraser, of the 1st 
battalion of the llth regiment and the 3d column, of eight companies of grenadiers 
Olid light infantry, under the command of Major Cumberledge, of the 2d Battalion of 
the 2d Regiment 



.. Tte gre.aai.r. and light infantry „f ffia Majenty-t 53d, afl„ gaining tin nammitof 
tlie breach, were ordered to file to the right and left along the rampart. The 1st cokmn 
was instructed, after entering the breach, to push along the north front- the 2d 
through the grove nearly in the centre ; and the 3d column, along the south side of the 
fori; the several columns were to co-operate and support each other as circumstances 
may have required ; and had it not been for the most desperate resistance on the part of 
the enemy, added to the very destructive means they possessed from locality of situation, 
rendering it impossible for the brave assailants to carry the breach, from the nature of 
the difficulties they had to surmount, I am confident their efforts would have been crown- 
ed with success. Never was a breach more gallantly contested. And I beg you will be 
pleased to assure His Excellency, that every officer and man did his duty noblv. 


«The top of the breach was crowded by the enemy during the whole of the storm, 
exposed to a most severe fire of cannon and musketry, which destroyed them in ''■reat 
numbers; nor were they behind hand in keeping up as heavy and destructive a fire as 
perhaps was ever witnessed, with matchlocks and loose powder, which may appear rather 
extraordinary, hut they were quickly and constantly supplied with ready loaded pieces, 
pat intotheir hands, from those in their rear; others were employed in rolling and heaving 
heavy stones down the breach, which carried all before them to the bottom ; in short, this 
latter mode of defence proved equally destructive with their incessant fire. Under these 
trying circumstances, the few ladders that were placed were insufficient, and it was found 
to be impracticable to get others properly fixed to communicate with a second small pro- 
jection, or ledge, of the rock, which appeared in the breach; half the pioneers employed 
having fallen in their great exertions, severely wounded. 


“The foot of the breach being so high, it was impossible to get to it without the 
assistance of ladders, and all those that got up them, to the top of the rock, which is the 
foot of the breach, were as instantly- knocked down by the constant shower of heavy 
stones. To these insurmountable obstacles is to be ascribed the failure on the 2d instant. 
And I beg you will be pleased to assure His Excellency, that the conduct of Lieutenant 
Colonel Mawbey, and that of every officer and man employed on the storming party, 
was such as to meet my entire approbation ; and at the same time that I regret the loss 
of some brave officers and men, with our want of complete success, I am satisfied that the 
whole did every thing in the power of men. I have further the satisfaction to assure his 
Excellency, that the lustre of our arms has not been tarnished on this occasion ; but on 
the contrary, the persevering bravery and great exertions of the troops, has struck terror 
into the enemy, and the surrounding country. 

“ I directed Major Kelly, with the troops under bis command in the town, consisfmg 
often companies of native infanliy, to divert the attention of the euemj, while the prin 
cipal attack was going forward, by making a false attack on the gateway ; and if oppor- 
tunity offered, to enter the fort by the causeway leading up to it; bntthenaturJ strengt 
of tlie passage is suchj added to the state of preparation of the enemy^ t at it was n 
practicable to do any thing effectual in this quartern and I beg you w' b^ p ease 
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146 assure liis Excellency, tl/at the Major and Iiis party did all that it was possible for them 
to do, under existing circumstances, and that his conduct and that of his officers and men, 
merit every praise. 

" 1 have the pleasure to enclose the copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Maw- 
hey, to whom 1 intrusted the command of the troops employed on the attack, and on 
whom I cannot bestow too much praise. 

"Ihave, &c &c. &c. 

(Signed) "GAB. MARTINDELL, 

" Col. in Bundelkhund!’ 

Camp before KaUnjur,\ 
theithFeb.im. f 

(TRUE COPY,) 

(Signed) G. H. FAGAN, 

Ad;. Gen, 


Camp before Kalinjur, Feb. 3, 1812. 

"Sib, 

"It is with infinite pain I have to report to you the failure of the attack on the breach 
at the nortli-east angle of the fort ofKalinjur, which you did me the honor to intrust to me: 
but as you witnessed the conduct of (be troops employed on (hat occasion, it becomes 
unnecessary for me to say more on the subject, than to assure you, that every officer 
and floldierdid their duty most nobly; and had it been possible to have ascended the 
breach, I am fully persuaded it would have been done. 

" The severe loss sustained by the pioneers and all the other corps, will speak more 
fully for the bravery of the officers and men, than 1 have words to express ; and to name 
any one in particular, would be doing an injustice to (he whole. I mast however express 
my admiration of the gallantry of Captain Smyth of the engineers, who exposed himself 
to the heavy fire of the enemy in endeavouring to effect the purpose for which we were 
employed. 

*' Lieutenant Maxwell, of the 22d Native Infantry, who did me the favor to act as my 
Aid-de-camp on the occasion, you so well know, that any praise I would bestow on him, 
would fall short of his merits. My Adjutant, Lieutenant Nice, who acted in the sameca- 
pacity, was shot dead by my side, and Captain Fraser was killed at the breach. 

“ I must not neglect mentioning, that the Serjeant Major of the 53d, Thomas Clark, 
volunteered his services for the mcwt advanced position ; and it was to him I gave the 
command of a few picked shots to cover the flank companies. Although he has not re- 
turned himself among the wounded, he is very severely bruised with stpnes thrown down 
by the enemy from the top of the breach. 



" I am bappy to say, the wounded officers are doing'as well as can be expected; butal- 
ready several of tbe soldiers have died of theirwounds, 

"One of tbe Hircarrabs was severely wounded close in my rear ; and sbotild bis wound 
render him unfit for further service, I sincerely hope he may be considered desen ing of - 
tbe pension establishment. 

" I beg leave to transmit you a return of the hilled and wounded, and have the honor 
to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ S. MA.WBEY, 

" Lt. Col. H. M. 53d Regl.” 

To Colonel Martindell,-! (tree copy,) 

%-c.Bx:o.&x.Co?nmanding. J (Signed) T- GOUGH, 

Major of Brigade. 

(TRUE copy,) 

(Signed) G. H. FAGAN, 

Adj. Gen. 
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CHAP. IX. 

JOescriptton of Kalinjur. 


The gradual acclivity, the abrupt ascent, and stnpendous fortifications of Kalmjur, 
towering nine Iiundretl feet above the plain, present a scene grand, majestic, and sublime 
The ancient sculpture, with its allisions to solar and planetary worship, astronomical 
significations, and mystic doctrines of the Hindoo faith, lead to the developement of 
subjects, copious, occnlt, and profound> far exceeding the limits prescribed to this worL 
Tor further information, therefore, than I shall deJineafe on these interesting subjects, 
the reader is referred to Maurice’s Indian Antiquities, History ofHmdoosthan, and to 
Ward's History of the Religion and Literature of the Hindoos 

Kaliqjnns likewise termed Ruvee Chitr the former word signifying the sun, and 
the latter, a holy place , or, the seal of solar worship The ascent is guarded by seven 
gates, doubtless allusive to the seven planets ***, through which the soul, ofter the terrcs 


IK There u « rery extraord sary lastaoce reeonled byHerodotoi, of tbe apeculatioaa of astronomy, taSueaciB; 
the architectural deaisas of the weereifna of the aocimt world, which u exreedugly toenr present pnrpote 

The palace erected by Dejoees, aecordiof to tins writer, tbe first Icin; of tbs Medea, Sn tbe great city ofEcha 
tana, was sduited ofon an eitiiaeacr, (he slop nfdecliaitces of which were aairoooded byaerea cireafar walla, ona 
beyond the other, and (be oatertnoat of aucb prodixiona extent aa to be iixty atad a lu rircnafereoce Here it U 
deiemn; of notice, that neCy wsa a famous aatronAnieal period in all ajitemaof AsitUe astrooony Hence it was, 
that It became aftenrardaao important la all tbeircbrooolopcal caleulat one It particululy attraeta oar notice in 
the ^eal acxagenary cycle of Cb na, nod la, Sir W Jones informs os, tbe uaua) dinsor of time amon; tbe lad ana. 
These sercn walls, doabllesa intended by their nnmber and tbeir decorationa to drai^nste the aeren planets, roae 
j^adnally, one abore tbe other, on (be ascent of tbe hill, to that the bsttlemeola of each appeared distinctly orer 
those of the next io order Those battleaieatswere eniirely painted orer with rsnona colon tbefint was white, 
from the basis of the bsUlcmeot , tbe second was blsclc , the tb id was aUioed of a purple color, the fonith was of 
akybtne, the filth of a deep orange bat the (wo {anenDoat walls were moat gloriously decorated for (he battle* 
menta of that nesreit (be palace were corered with bomiabed gold, and the next to it, with plates of silrer That 
tbe sun was symbolized by tbe circnlsr wall of gold, and tbe moon by that adorned with ailrer, cannot possibly be 
doubted, when we consider (hat Jo thecare ofMitbra.fint bstitatedm the Median nonotams, the orbs of tbeson 
andffloonwcrefomied of these metals and (bat the chemist to this day, designates these planets by the same colors 
Hor can we hesitate to pronoonee that the planets hlercnry, Venus, Mars, Jopiter, and Sstnrn, were in Ike man 
nrr intended to be typified by the remaining walls, rrspecUrely adorned with white, black, pnrple,blue, and orange; 
allhough the reason for their naiiig those particalarllnts may not be so apparent—ffercdsl hb Lp 27 Edit fits 
phan Itlavrice 

Tbe serco gate* of Kalmjor appear tberefiwe to be syniboheal of (he teren planets, as are also the days of (he 
week and as explained by Porphyry, we Iearii,thalli»caTen>worahjpthe Indians erected alugh ladder, winch had 
seven gnter, according to the number of the planeta.thttmgb which the aonlgradoally ascended to the sopremeBaa' 
Sion of felicity Jai rol lUp 319 It may herebe observed, that sometiaes, even in the asironoinical slin' 

siOB of the word, it frequently occurs in holy writ ImheacconotDfJscob svi^onof the Uddir,who$e top reached 
U Aearoi, and m tbe exclemation, TAU it tAe gattefAtave* This circnmaUnce cannot fail of csciling in the reader 
tbe nlmosl enrptisc. since it It hence manifested to have been an origins! patmrchal symbol A similar Ide* ocenrs 

la Uaiah XXXVIU So 1 ehaU go i» tA* gate* ef the grate andMatlhCwsv 18 The gate* of AeU lAall M yrnaii 

egaintt n Nor is it impossible but our blessed Lord buuself might speak In lUnsioo to tbe popular notion of »he 
two astronomical gates, celestial and terreslnat, when In hfUtbew vu IS, he said t " Enter ye in at (he ttrati 
gatet forwide h the gate and hfood b lAt uaf iAtt leai/ttA to deelraelum, endnaHf iSert te tAatgo iinAetealt 
Ateaase airni t, tkt gait o»d narrow i* >Ae iffoy uUek UaittK unto Uft, and ftm litre be tiat find it Ind. Antlq 
T0Lii,p 329,331. 



tial metempsycliosis, trill pass, until, by its state of purity, it is absorbed 
in otlier trords, tlie Deity. 


into Brimb, 


or 


14' 


_ The first gate of the fort of Kalinjur is about one hundred feet above the level of the 
plain. The ascent to it is unfortified, and denominated Soowur Ghantce, or Pass of Ho°-s 
possibly on account of those animals straying there from the town of Tirhuttee which^s 
at the foot of the hill. ’ 


On the top of the first gate, which is calledthe Alum Dunvazuh, there is the following 
Persian inscnpaon. The first line, containing the name of the king, is obliterated. 

« V\Tien the fort of Kalinjur was repaired by king -and Moohummud Morad, by 

his order, made the gates strong and elegant ; respecting the era, 3umnn«7 said, it was great 
as the wall (or fortress) of Alexander.” 

The date is extracted, according to the Dbjud, or numerical power of the letters in 
the two last words^ liJJijj 1 iX-j as follows. 


is equal to 60 

3 4 

1 1 

^ 60 

20 

C/ BO 


200 


Anno Hijri 390 

Anno Domini 1010 


From the first gate, tlie ascent, which is very ragged, steep, and stony, is named the 
Kafir Ghantee, or Pass of Infidels, a terra evidently applied to the Hindoos by their 
Moosulman conquerors, whose religious zeal and fanaticism are apparent by the indis- 
criminate mntilation of the sculpture in every part of the fort. Above this pass, is 
the Chou Booijee gate; and near it, the Surg Rohun gate, whence the ascent is by 
stairs. The fonrfb, or main gate, leads into the fort. Besides these, there are three 
gateways without gates ; in all, seven. On passing the tliird, or Surg Rohun gale, there 


^’’Jamua, or Jumna, UllieTnkliuUoos, or assumed name of tlic poet. ... , . 

RtnhmoodofGHini first inraded HindoostauA. H. JS7, or A.O.OySrconsequcnlly, yt e re ae,i sp 

yeais,lhal this wort rvas executed twclre years after the conquestof India by the Moohummudans, and 81 years ago, 

QQ 


is a doorway to the left, leading oatside of the rampart, to which, in the time of the 
Chowbee, carts are said to have been brought It was afterwards clo<(ed, in consequence 
of people being hilled by the tigers and leopards, winch frequented the jungle on the 
sides of the hill On ascending the rampart, immediately over the Snrg Rolmn gate, a 

path leads to the Biiyroob Koond, which is a reservoir ofclear limpid mineral water 

above winch, is a gigantic raled image of Bhyroob, carved on the solid roch, together 
with other sculpture of the Hindoo divinities Proceeding up to the last gate, the strann-cr 
IS induced by the fresh breeze and debghtful prospect, to pause and view an amazin'* 
expanse of country to the distance of five and thirty miles The bird’s eye view of forest 
trees and cultivation, extending as far as the eye can reach , the cattle on the plain, 
appearing smaller than sheep, the lord of the creation, man, a pigmy, scarce lobe dis- 
cerned, while the adjacent majestic hills, clothed with verdure of every tint to their sum- 
mits, extending to the boundary of vision, present scenery romantie, grand, and majestic 
On entering the fort, the first objects which attract the attention, are the Linga some 
with three, four, and five fvces'** The next object is, a large iron gun of small calibre, 
made of bars of iron compressed with Loops of that metal, Ij ing, wiihout a carnaf*e, on 
ah elevated bed of stones Similar to this are several other ancient guns, in different 
parts of the fort there are a'so others of mixed metal, of winch silver end copper are 

said to be ingredicnts^^o 

A flight of steps to the left of the mam gate, descends to the ramparts, the parapets 
of which are about seven feet high, formed like mitres, with embrusures between each, 
about eighteen inches wide, which are continued round the fort A short distance fur- 
ther, IS the Seeta Koond, or Seeta’s spring, winch, in common with most of the springs, 
becomes dry in the hot weather. Bejond this, is a cavity called the Pntal Gunga, 
or subterraneous Ganges Being provided with torches, and the small earthen lamps cal- 
led Clturaghs, the visitor descends by abrupt, steep, and rugged steps, about forty feet be- 
low the surface of the rock Passing down, several apertures present a view of a preci- 
pice, immediately beneath, of seven or eight hundred feet, nearly perpendicular. At 
(he termination ot the steps, there is a cave containing a reserv oir, formed in the coarse 
of ages, by water dropping from the rock, though doubtless enlarged by manual labor. 


* * Vide Not** 36 

ISO Philostratiie, m the life of ApoUoniot T/eocos, tptahia; of the rtpedit oa of Bacel U9 tad Hercules lato 
the E>tst Indies, tells us thst those two great capt* ns, (whom Aleiandereoughtbr all means tooot fame,) when 
they endearoured to subject uo(o tbera the Osj dracm, a people inhabiting between the rivers of lljphasis and 
Ganges, they nt-re beaten from (he mmoII of their srities with thunder and 1 ghtniogs This may well be ooder* 
stood by the great ordnance (hat those people bad then in ose For it is now certainly knowo, that the great kings 
of the uttermost east hare had the use of the caoooo many hundreds of jeart aioce, and erensioce ibeir first civi- 
lity and greatness, which was long before Aleiaodera tune Bnl Afeiandcr pierced not «o far into the east It 
sufficed, that having already over wearied bis army, be d acovered the rest of India by fame The Indian tings 
whom he had subdued, informed him, that ■ prince called Aggramenes, who commanded many oationa bejood the 
river of Ganges, was tl e powcrfulleat kii g of nil tho« regions, and that hi. was able to bring into the field two 
Imodrcd thousand foot, three thousand elepbuits, twenty thousand horse, and two thousand armed chsrots 
With this report, though Aleiander were more iofismed than ever to proceed in this dircovery aod coiuin st yet 
nil the art he had could not persuade the soldiers to wander over those great desarts beyond Indus and ranges, 
mute terrible unto them than the greatest army that the east could gather,^^ir Walitr JUMglti iAilory »/ lh« 
Ferld, Book IV. Chap i Sect, Td, page 464, 



The ^aier « f deep. In order to see the cavern to advantage 

the lamps are ht, andfloated, by ruffling the water, to the farthest extremity. Its dimensio'’ns' 
maybe twenty feet by twelve. Curiosity, however, is soon gratified ; for, the ogenwvesmeE 
of nnmerous bats, fluttenng overhead, and clinging to the rock, renders the visitor de- 
sirous of returning to inhale the fresh breeze on the rampart. Proceeding further, some 
breaches in the wall exhibit immense precipices descending to the plain. 


I5I 


" Hott fearfnl and dizzy ’tis to cast the eye so lo-ivl” 


Kollingoveralargestone,of abouthalf a hundredweight, it is surprising to see it bound, 
Teboand,andbound again.drawing a sheet of fire at eachcollisionwiththerock,andmmhling 
intotheforestbelow,— the trees of which are seen in motion,by the terrified monkeys jumping 
from bough tobough, and makingnoises expressive of terror and dismay. They occupy the 
MD in great numbers, and are daily seen in every tree and part of the fort, bounding from 
battlement to battlement, from tree to tree, and making surprising leaps, which if measured 
vrould appear incredible. They are the Hunooman, or black faced species, and consider- 
ed incarnations of Shivu, and are consequently held sacred. A little further is a fright of 
steps, descending to a Koond, in an e.tcavafion under a shelving part of the rock, where 
there are some Sungskrit inscriptions, dated aboui: 370 years ago, similar to which are 
other inscriptions in different parts of the tort, chiefly denoting the dates when pilgrims 
arrived and performed their devotions. At this spring there are a few other characters 
different from any now known, and appear the same as those in Ujee Garb, and on Peeroz 
Shah’s pillar at Dihlee, and on the celebrated pillar in the fort of Allahabad. The 
next object which attracts the attention is the breach. The battery was on the adjacent 
hill of Kalinjuree, which rises nearly to the level of the fort, from which it is distant 
S25 yards. The wall was breached, and the assault made; but a perpendicular rock 
at the foot of the breach, rendered the attempt abortive, and obliged the party to 
retire with considerable loss. Several officers and a number of men were killed, chiefly 
by the garrison rolling down stones. Their tombs are near the Bhagun Nuddee, 
about two miles north of Kalinjur. Immediately adjoining to the south of this breach is 
anotlier, said to have been made by Ulee Bahadoor. The spot seems to have been 
selected with better judgment than that of our breach, for no rock appears to project at 
the base of the rampart, to which the ascent seems gradual. This, therefore, decidedly 
appears the most assailable part of the fort. To judge accurately, however, it should be 
surveyed from below ; for looking down from a height, obstacles are apt to be over- 
looked, particularly when, as in the present case, the approach is in some degree con- 
cealed by trees and underwood. The reader will not be surprised at our being still on the 
remparts^si, when he is informed that they are nearly fivemfres in circumference. The 
next object is the Bunsakur gate, named by the late Colonel Blacmorine, The Funuab 
gate, which is guarded by two outer gates. 

Kalinjur, like every other fort, is liable to be taken by surprise: and a force ascend- 
ing to tins gate, in the night, and remaining quiet until it would be opened at daybreak, 

XierosaivMdthekteriormei^urea.IthHA,4rmIe5 I farlong, aad ihc 4 niles r furion,-.. 



52 mitrljt rash 5n, ovcrpo\rcr ihe goard, and evenlually Jake the fort A convicUon of the 
possibility of such a measure, mduced me to bring to the notice of (he late Colonel Tetley, 
the circumstance of an inadequate guart! being at that post and singular as it may ap- 
pear, about a year afterwards, in the night of the 10th of October 1818, a party of Goonds, 
supposed to have been sent by the C^ee Curb Raja and other neighbouring chiefs, as- 
cended to this gate; but the vigilance of (be garrison, commanded by Captain George 
Young, formerly of the 2d Battalion 24th, now of the C8th Regiment Native Infantry, 
caused (he failure of the attempt Proceeding out of this gate, and turning to the left, 
(here isaspring of excellent water, which never dries , but the leopards occasionally deter 
the water carriers from going tbere alone The sides of the bill give shelter to many swarms 
of bees, whose combs are seen adhering to (be rock , but the honey they produce is rather 
inditferent Tbe next object is the Mtrg Dhara, a spring of cold, translucent, and excel- 
lent water, dripping, and sometimes flowing from a stratum of rock The water is also 
constantly dripping from the rock outside of (he fort, in many places Proceeding further, 
another object of curiosity is a black marble image of a hog. allusive to the incarnation of 
Vishnoo, who in the form of a boar, followed a gigantic demon, wbo rolled up the earth 
in the form of a shapeless mass, and earned it to the bottom oftbe watersofthe universe, 
where Vishnoo killed him with hts tusks, and replaced the earth m its original situation. 
This Avatar is considered by historians as allnsive to the deluge^^. 

The next object m Kaliojur which demands attention, is the temple of Neelknnth ; 
but before descending to it, the stranger is invited by (he romantic, sylvan, picturesque, 


Mr Cbumben, eitiog tli« Af ubabhtnit, tum, tbtt b slgintie pnoee or denoD, tbe aaeeiter of bits who 
fanpded At abtbBlepoor, rolled up Me tank lote tl « form of • thapelei} toui, and otrried U down to tbe BbpM, 
mhitber Viabaoo followed liim m the thupe of b bof^, UUed btm with bii tnike, ui} rrpiteed tbe eertb Salts onp- 
obI sitaation 

Tbe whole csrlb was corered witb water Unimba, sssutnlor a postare of contemplation and peaaoce, to ob- 
tain tbe means of raising up tbe earib poured fortli ibe followiog prayer to tbe throne of tbe Almighty 0 1 
Bfaagarat! Since tboa broughtest me from Boaeatitfiotocilstcnce, for a particular purpose, aecompIUb by tby 
brncrolence, tbat purpose ' (a this sitoatloo, by tbe power of God, there issued from the essence of tlrumba, a 
being shaped like a boar, white and extremely small This beSog, Id the space of one hour, grew to tbe sire of au 
elephant oftbe largest magnitude, and remaloed la tbe air Brvmba was astoushed on beholding Ihu figare.ind 
discorerrd, by the force of internal penetratioo, thatlt couidbe oothiogbut the power of tbe Omsipotent, that had 
assumed a body, and become risible The Vara, or boar form, suddenly uttered a aound like tbe loudest thunder, 
and tbe echo rererberated, and shook all tbe waters of tbe Dolrerse Shaking the full flowing mane, which hnog 
down bii neck on both sides, and erecting tbe humid balra of bis body, be proudly displayed his two most exceed- 
ingly white tusks, then rolling about bis wine colored eyes, and erecting bis ta t, be descendedfroo the region 
of the air, and plunged bead foremost into tbe water Tbe wholebody efwater wasconrolsedby tbe motion, and 
began to rue In wares , while tbe guardian spirit of (be tea. being terrified, began to tremble for bis domain, and 
cry ont for quarter and mercy As tbe power of the O nnipoteat bad usumed tbe body of Vara, on that account 
be condescended to nse tbe particular instinct of tbat animal, and began to ametl about, that he might discorrr the 
place where the earth was aubmeiged. At ieoglb, bariog dirided tbe water, and amred at tbe bottom, he saw 
tbe earth lying a mighty aod barren stratum Then be took up the ponderous globe, (freed from tbe water,) and 
raised It high on bis tuskt one would say it was a beauttfal lotos blouomtng on the tipof bU tusk In a moment, 
With one leap coming to the surface, he spread it like a carpet, on tbe face oftbe water, and then Yaaisbed from 
the sight of Brofflha.’ Perhaps the fable of tbe Erymantbian bosr u alhsire to this Uratar “ In the story of 
the war between Osins and Typhon, mention ts made by Plntarcb, of a stopendoua boar la search of whom Ty 
pboa trarelled 

In the word Typhon the reader will recogmre Toofan, signifying a stona or deluge hence the i^yo^Jr 
IWan { ffoob, or deluge of Noah 



and verdant scenery, to cast his eye over an immense mjtent of country, witli hills scat- 1 
tered over its surface, conveying the idea of rocks rising out of the sea, and of their being 
so placed by some grand convulsion of nature. Descending a flight of steps, whose sidel 
are lined with Ijingums and ancient sculpture, there is a subterraneous reservoir, hewn by 
immense labour in the rock, of which pillars are left, to support the upper part. It extends 
farther than there is light to discern. Thewater, which is deep, is continually dripping over 
the temple, which is below. Descending another flight of steps, the attention is arrest ed by 
mutilated gigantic sculpture^. The temple ofNeelkunth is a semicircular cave^*^*, about 
twenty-eight feetin diameter, excavated in the solid rock. Tlie figure of Neelkunthis alarge 
Lingum painted black, with two ill-sliaped silver eyes. Itis about three feet high, and two 


If a due proportion and symmetry, Maurice observes, are not always so accurately observed as they onglit 
to be, an excuse for tbe artist readily presents itself, in tbe nature of the strange, grotesque, symbolical objects de- 
signated; exhibiting in one complex form, various species, and often different sexes, figures with numerous heads 
and arms, loaded with emblematical devices, (tbe vagaries of mylboiogy,) the tusks of the elephant, &c. some- 
times environed with serpents, and at others, hung round with strings of death’s heads, which bid defiance to all the 
rules of regular science. Their lofty conceptions of the deity, they conceive best represented by gigantic statues, 
and many symbols, by which the artful Bramhan completely effected the only object he had in s-iew, that of 
overawing tbe timid, ignorant, adoring Indian. These mythological sculptures, these emblematical representations 
ofUvatars and colossal deities, with their respective attributes and symbols, carved in the living rock, in sub- 
terraneous solitudes ; the first temples in tbe infancy of mankind, were in some degree necessary to sustain and 
keep alive the pious enthusiasts. The supposed presence of tbe gods in these mystical images, diffused throughout 
the place an unspeakable awe and an inviolable sanctity, while the choral symphonies and evcrblazing fires elevat- 
ed tbe enraptured soul to those stars which were the proper abode of tbe sideral deities, adored by them. On the 
other hand, representations of demons on those walls, in all the horrid forms, and with all the dreadful symbols, 
fear or fancy could suggest, to overawe the guilty mind, to expose tbe deformity of vice, and express the tortures 
of consequent remorse and despair. 

t” Consecrated groves and caverns formed the first natural temples of the world : tbe earliest artificial tem- 
ples erected by tlie skill of man were so fabricated as to bear a striking resemblance to those groves and those 
caverns. — tni. /(nt. vol. Ui. p. 501. 

Caves, and other similar subterranean recesses, consecrated to the worship of the son, were very generally, if 
not nniversally in request among nations where that superstition was practised ; and some of these caverns were fnll 
as curious in their construction, though possibly not so magnificent as those of Media, Persia, and India. From tbe 
higher Asia, the veneration for sacred caverns gradually diffused itself over Asia Minor. Tue lofty steeps of Par- 
nassus, sacred to the Muses, were covered with caverns. — /nrf. voi. ii. p. 3 12. Allusive to cavern worship, there 

is a remarkable passage in Ezekiel, viii. fi, et seq. where the inspired prophet, in a vision, beholds, and iu the most 
sublime language stigmatizes, the horrible idolatrous abominations which the Israelites had borrowed from their 
Asiatic neighbours of Chaldea, Egypt, and Persia ; — And he hroughl me (says tbe prophet) ta tie doar nf the cmrt, 
and when 1 looked, hikold a door in the wall. Then told he unto me. Son of man, dig now in the wall, hehalj n door; 
end he said unto me. Go in, (that is, into thi.« cavern temple,) and behold the wicked ciominalions that they do there. 
So J went tn and saw i and behold, every form of creeping- things, and abominable beasts, and alt the idols of the house 
of Israel, were ponrtrayed vpon the watt round about, et seq.— /nd. Ant. vol. ii. p, 3M. 

The assertion of Porphyry, relative to the original purpose to which the Mithratic c-averus were applied, is 
strongly corroborated by a passage in Celsus quoted by Origen, where that learned writer informs us, that, iu the 
rites of Mithra, the Persians represented by symbols the twofold motion of the stars, the fixed and the pUaclary, 
and the passage of the son! through them. By way of illnstrating this doctrine of the sidereal metempsychosis, 
" they erectedln the enves an high ladder,on the ascent of which were seven different gate.., according to the num- 
ber of the planets : the first was a gate of lead, which was intended to mark tbe slow motion of the planet Saturn ; 
the second gate was composed of «n, by which they shadowed out the fariUiancy and softness of Venus. Tlie third 
gate was of brass, which they imagined a just emblem of tbe solidity and durability of Jupiter. The fourth gate 
was of iron, by which Mercury was typified, because he is suited, like iron, to all sorts of labours whence profit 
may be derived ; the fifth gale consisted of a mixed mass, of which tbe heterogeneous composition, variableness, 
and irregularity, rendered it the fit emblem of Slars ; tbe sixth gale was of nicer, empress of the night , nod the 
seventh was of gold, a proper emblem of the sun, the one being the king of metals, and the other the sovereign of 
the sky. — /nd. Anl. vol. ii. p. 279, 280. 
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in circnmftrcnfe Thera in in front of tins lerapU n slab of black stone or marble, on 
which there is a Sungskritu inscription, the centre part of which is obliterated, and bears 


It was then, in periods when the solar worship In tin part of Asia flourished m the zenith of its glorr, that 
their careros were scooped out of the n-itn e rneV, wuh that iodefatigable labonr, and with that perseremg paUeace 
which derotioo alone could hare ia«plred> and which hopes of eternal reward could alone hire supported It trii 

10 these solemn retreats of religion and philosophjr, that the contemplatire and absorbed soul approached oeareit 

to the perfertlons of the d rine nature It was here that the bright emblem of the Divinity beamed forth a lustre 
Insupportably resplendent and povcrfuKhutpartlenlarl} atthatawful season when the world was deprived of the 
blessing of the In ing solar orb| and v hen nature lay buried io profound silence and in midnight darVoesir— 

^nl Tol U p 27J, 260,381 

In dilating on the interesting subject of caiera worship, nn aceonnt of the celebratid care of Eltora or Kyla*, 
the abode of Muhadeo, will doubtless be acceptable to the reader It is published in the following letter to the Edi' 
tor of the Bombay Gazette 

Sin,— Shnnid }ou he Inclined to eneoaragecommumcslioas on the subject of curiosities in the interior of 

India, a few observations made d irlog a visit to the excavated temples nearEllora, are much atyour terrice 
They are speculative, but In the absence of information upon any point, oral or written, conjectura is alwa/i made 
to supply the place of fact Should my remarks excite enquiry, who knows whether it may n jt lead to a result 
beneficial to history? 

Raja Blioj, or Devi Bhoj, called also Vikramsjeet,VlkrafnMlitya, and Prlthwi rajs, is said to harebteo kJog 
of Malwa This, however, could not be the Vikramajeet from whom the era (i c the Sumbui) originated which 
still bears his name, as Frithwi raja seems to hare been the style or title of the kings of D Ihl wbile therefuree 
Hindoo I rinee reigned there, sucUa tUk, which signifies king of the world, wontd hardly bo asiutned bysny lafc 
rior neighbouring prince It is therefore probable, that, as the crescent m ide good iu gronnd, tdvaneing fron the 
aorthwMt, thsl thePrithwi raj removed ili seat of government toOojnin, Dbsr, nrWsndow Signor WiroBcH, 
the wnter of memoirs on which is founded in interesting and Instnietive history of the Mog >1 Dynasty in India Just 
published, affirms, that tbe first I atan prince who reigocd at DetbiesUbl shed bimself tberein 108s A V andthii 
nay be looked upon as the eonimencement of the Frith vi rsj in Malwa 

Vikramajeet and Silirahana seem to bare been namea of powerful kings, who reigned about the same lime, 
the one over the couotrii*a north of the Nerbndda, and the other south of tbst rmr From each of tbess ptf 
sonages art era originated and both are loose at Ibis dav, thisbeing the year 1^84 of Vlkraai^eet, and the ysar 
1743 of STlivahana It ts very probable tl at oiaoy of the sorceisors of these popular princes, would aasame their 
res| eetiie names , eonscqeutly, to find a Vikramajeet reigning in Mai va, and a Sahvabsna at Puttun ISOO years 
aflcrwanls, wilt not be thought extraord nary U seems to have been abaot this period, that the sword ofislam 
continued itv progress to the Ne/budda, dcstroyiog idobtry in tts course, and, by meaas of the powerfully per 
aiiAstic eloquence of cold steel establishing onits rums the true faith inlheSthvol of the Asiatic Itesearcbes, 

I think It IS writUn, that in 1 192 of our era, a great battle was fought between the Mahomed jtis, and irmlea unit 
ed uf^ikrima and Sativahana, in which the former were victorious, and the Vikrima of that time slain The 
wars of Vikriiiu-i and S iliruhana form the subject of msny a Hindoo tale i and though these warriors were always 

to eacli other, it may be easily Imsgloed that they would make coamoACSSse against the Jeadlyenes/ 
(if I liil itry, wl 0 was not to be stopped by other means than arms, In bis career of Invasion and conquest Suppoi* 
■Mg it corn ct Hint a l> ittle wm fonght attended by these circamitancei, and nothing is more likely, it followi, tbit 
tl L IlliidiHS w< iild retreat scroai the Keibndda totbeFuttun RaJnVi country, where tbe victors mlghtbe deterred 
following them nt the time, fromibenitureof the Intermediate country, or other eauaea 

bnlirahatiT, who is represented as a wise and valiaot prince, woold employ (be companions of bis flight, when 

II (. terror of pursuit had subsided, in tbe msoner best suited to their common interest, or towards the support of 
thr r rtligioiisiindcirll liberties A portion of the fighting men would be naturally left to guard tbe pssies, while 
tlic nrliits mill sculptors, ottested by tbelr Isbouvs to bare lived in Malwa, would find ample employment with tbe 
\ Tirsts and princes of an idolatrons people —the country conquered by the followers of Mahomet In tbe fourth 
cciiiuryorthc Hijiramust have been the worst possible coaotryforamskerof images The passes In the Ssafpoora 
an I Cl mdore ranges of hills, through which invaders frooi tlie north must enter the Puttnn Rajsb’i country, seem 

♦ach to have been defended bv a fort, as attested by ruins where forts no longer stand, and near the great pass of 

AiijiinU arc excavated temples, probably intended for the devotional exercises of the defenders 

1 now come to the fortress of PowUtahad.and the excavated temples of Ellora, both works so stupendous, that 
invmn we should look through the world for any work of art dunog many centunes which could equal eilher 
Neither coull have been produced by other ihaii the whole labour of a powerful people The preclaionof the 
Onciaii chisel doubtless surpasses any sculpture at Ellora, and perhaps hut little will be conceded tome laobserr* 
ing.lhatthe onewas exercued upon marble, while the other ti done in granite the oneproducedby thcworlds 



the appearance of having been med to macerate things on, and a considerable portion 

of the engraving is consequently illegible. Thefollowing is acopy of as much as was le- 

masun of the :vrt, the other hy berhnrian,. prohahly coofined to the mode recelred from their aoceetora. and not 
permitted to rntroduee mnovat.on^ To snppoec that the principal temple (Knilas) hne been the ^ork of a .neeX 
.ion of prmces is at Trance with onr ob.erration of men and erent. in the east : it mnet have been begun and 
finished by one pnace. What is so likely, as that the Hindoo armies of Maliva and Pnttnn should hsve takw nost 
after their retreat, in so fine a pUia, and only 23 mUes from a part of the Adjunta or Chandore range, where I am 
told, it is perfectly accessible to cavalry for several miles in extent. In the middle of which plain also, an insula- 
ted mountain presented so favorable a sclle for an impregnable position, and a dernier resort in case of defeats, 

affording at the same time an opportnnlty of employment in its formation to a whole army, or rather a whole nation. 

The images named after Raja Bhoj are also called those of Dlmrmraja, signifying prince of religion; and as 

many of the images go by his name, is it too ranch to infer, that, while his successor, who probably inherited his 
Tirtuc and zeal, employed the time and labor of his army in excavating temples, that Salivahana, who is never 
named hut as a skilful warrior, may have employed his troops (which sprung op, mounted and armed, from clay 
images of his own making !) in forming the rock now called Dowlatabad into a fortress, which was afterwards 
named Deoghnr? Tlie proximity of the fort and temples to each other, suggested that the workmen at the one 
must have proceeded with the concurrence of the chief authority at the other. 

I could not learn that the country for many miles round contained the ruins, or exhibited the site, of any an- 
cient town or city nearer than ruUun,(for Anrungahad is a modem eity ;) so it is to be presumed, that the sculptors 
and workmen at Dowlatabad and Ellora lived in their tents. It will be ohsen-ed by the intelligent traveller, that 
the temples belong to two distinct systems of idolatry, and we are made to believe that they were detcrminatcly 
hostile to each other 5 how then happens it that their temples arc fonnd so contiguous ? Surely, the clrcamstance 
of their heing united in some object of common, motual interest, could have induced the one to tolerate the other 
so near them. Some travellers have supposed that the temples of the one worship are of later date ; bnt unless the 
practice of the other had been suppressed, and Dowlutabad, (the formation of which most probably either preceded 
or is coeval with the temples first made,) had changed masters, 1 see not bow the temples of another idolatry 
could be there commenced upon. The Braminical theology appears never to have left the Deccan ; and a French 
writer affirms, (I hope from someanthority,) that it was fonuded 300 years after the flood, by Brama, the son of Ma- 
gog, the son of Japhet. The caves appear to me in an equal state of preservation, except where the course of the 
rain water has been suffered to find its way into the interior of some of the caves, and over the exterior of others, 
and occasioned dilapidation. Moreover, the dusky appearance of the walls and roof in Kuelas, which had been 
covered with a thin coating of chunam, still remaining in some parts, was occasioned by fire. It is said, that either 
the pions zeal of Aurungzebe in the destrnction of idolatry, or bis good taste, evinced ia shewing a proper abhor- 
rence of the gross and indecent representations, both in painting and sculpture in relief, both of which are still to 
be psrtially traced, indneed him to direct that the temples should he filled with combustblcs, and set fire to. This 
measure would effect such an object, while it could oot matrisily injure the temple or large idols, and it has only 
been practised in Kuelas, where these nuisances appear to has e existed. A collection of books ia which any of the 
personages connected with the idolatry of the excavations at Ellora might be worth the attention of Sanskrit, Singa- 
lese, Javanese, and Maratte schnlara. A careful perusal, or hearing of them, might lead to much useful informa- 
tion ; for though most Hindoo literary productions arc made up of fiction, yet may they not sometimes originate in 
fact ? It may happen, that concurrent circnrostances noticed in different works, fonnd in places remote from each 
other, might give sufficient grounds forsubjecting them to stricter examination. The Salivahana in Jara, noticed 

in Crawford*s Indian Archipelago, is the same who was born in a potter's honse at Putlua on the Godarery, and 

with whose fabulous history every Koonbec is acqnaiated. Temples cxistevery where in the east to Bood.h in 
Hindoostao, Ceylon, and Java. Remove the deiform from Fandoo, and the tail irom Hunooman, or the marvellous 
from both, and we shall hare probably the history of a great warrior mixed up with fable. The mythology, or 
rather the ancient theology of Europe, is believed to have originated in the admiration of mankind for personages 
who after their passage hence, were deified. A publication in the French language oncefell into my hands, in 
which the author clearly proves, hy a comparisoa of the remarkable actions of their lives, that Bacchus and Moses 
were the same person,— that Nisa. the birthplace of the one, is, letters throughom, the mount Sma of the other,— 
that the nymphs who brought up Bacchus were the daughters of Pharoah, and so forth. ^ 

A small part of this has been suggested by Major Wilford s account of the “ Isles of the West.” This how- 
ever should not set enriosity at rest ; credulity may be attached errit to me ; but 1 hold that a man should not desist 
from enquiry, because he meets with something difficult to reconcile with common sense. 

lam. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
W.H.M.C. 


Fehaaty 16, 1827. 



56 


Rible II was given to me by Pondif Ktinilar Das of Banriab, wlio bad atso more , bat Ibe 
letters were m many places so defaced and obliterated, (bat it was impossible to deduce 
anysatisfaclorj information from it It is in praise of Raja Purnnul, and appears to 
have been engraved six hundred and sixty nine years ago 


I ■ 

r<M i < i n i •it?! 

^rtf^ ■gf^o^nnnr^'JT^nft* i ^v^cntlt 


Tbe translation is as folloirs -> 


"0 ' skies, expand ' and O • ye six Domts, (namely, north south, east, west, zenith, 
and nadir,), do ye also extend ' And O' earth, do thou expand 1 Font is knownthatthe 
Bajas of ancient times, nimety, tbeSut Joog, Dwapur Joog, and Treta Joog', have so filled 
and stored ye with the fame of their virtue, bounty, and great deeds, that ye can contain 
no more 1 This is the reign of the muoiGcent Raja Sree Pnnnaul, whose fame, virtues, 
and generosity are so blooming and abundant, that if ye will not expand, extend, and be- 
come !iigti,-~as the pomegranate bursts from the increasing size of its granules, so will ye 
break to pieces, from being unable to contain the fame of the bonnty and good actions 
of Raja Purmaul ' 

“01 Raja purmaul' your merit is such, that Bbngwan has brought Lukshmee, 
who was reclining in the arras of a raaligoaot demon, and placed her in your possession 
Mabadeo, bearing of this event, made half of bis body like that of a woman , that is to 
say, in bis own person he incorporated Parvuttee Brumha, hearing of it, made bis face 
quadruple Raja lodro made his eyeso tbonsand, and Suknnd Deota, who bad but 
little wisdom, would not many, but made choice of a life of abstinence and celibacy 

“ Katick Soodh Dusman Soombar, i e Monday, the 20th day of lie light half of 
the moon of Kartick, in the year of the Sumbut 1200 

“ The savageness of an elephant is Ins greatest ornament 

“ The ornament of water is the blooming lotos 

“ The full moon is the ornament of night 



« Soft and endearing expressions are the ornament of woman. 

" The ornament of a horse is his fleetness. 

“ The ornament of a house consists in the strains of joy and melody which issue 
from it. 

“ Tile ornament of the tongue is wisdom. 

" The ornament of a river is the swan. 

“Tlie ornament of society are the wise. 

"The ornament of the inhabitants of a house are amiable children; and thou, 0 ! Ra- 
ja ! art the ornament of the earth, except Bhugwan (or God), who is the ornament of every 
thing celestial and terrestrial.” 

Proceeding from the temple of Neelkunth, about the distance of a mile, we again ar- 
rive at the main gate, having made the circuit of the fort, which is about half a mile in 
diameter. 

Advancingfrom the main gate, the dwelling of RajaChuttnr Saul is on the right of the 
road, and now converted into a magazine. A Utile further is a Hindoo temple, with a 
dome, surrounded by cupolas, and an ancient gateway. The next object deserving no- 
tice is the Koth Teeruf,h, a reservoir of excellent water, about a hundred yards long 
andfor^ broad, excavated in tbe rock, and snppUed by copious springs. The next 
celebrated tank is the Boorheea kee Tulao, which is in like manner hewn and sunk in 
the rock. Its water is mineral, and unwholesome- There is a legend of a Raja who had 
the leprosy, and becoming cnredby bathing in this tank, built tbe fort. There are also two 
other tanks of smaller dimensions, formed in the same manner. The interior of the fort, is 
overgrown with wild custard apple trees. The fruit,4n its wild state, is as large and de- 
licious as that produced in gardens ; but where the trees had the benefit of water, tbe fruit 
grew to a surprizing size. The Puppyyab tree also grows with loxoriance, and tbe fort 
is overgrown with wild balsams. Ancient tamarind and peepul trees, grown to a great 
size, extend their shade and foliage in many parts of tbe fort The leopards and hy®- 
nas, entering through the drains, frequently carried off dogs and sheep; and the porcu- 
pines could only be kept out of a garden by a wail. 


Thefertflityoftbe soU is surprising: it consists of red gravel, and is precisely the same 
as that about Pannab, in which diamonds are found. Having heard from the Brmnhnns 
of diamonds having occasionally been discovered in Kalinjur, I coliecfed, for experiment, 
several baskets of the gravel from different parts of the fort On washing from it the 
adhesive sand, I discovered substances, impregnated with iron ore, and many transparent 
ciystalline pebbles, called Dntla. 

My enquiries relative to this ancient fort were prodnctive of a few pages of a Snng- 
kritn work, named the Ralinjor Mubatnmn, or an account of Kalinjur: the translation of 
■which will form the substance of the next chapter. 

ss 
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CHAP. X. 

A Fragment oj the Kahnjur Muhatumu^ or a JOescripiton ofKalmjur^ 
from the Paoran^ 


PARVimTE^eiUiag one day witli Mubadeo. said, ' Relate cnf o tby servant, bow tbe bill 
of Kalinjnr became so fatnoas celebrated, and holy , and explain tbe different virtues and 
properties it possesses ’ Mubndeo replied j *Ot Parvuttce ! tbw bill is more remarkable for 
its celebrity and sanctity, than any other in tbe world , for, wboever happens to heboid it, 
to touch it, or hear its name mentioned, or even imagines its fame and dimensions, shall 
obtain great bliss, and realize the wishes of his heart in a fourfold degree , first, in regard 
to religion, second, in obtaining worldly prosperity , llnrd, iii the attainment of every de- 
sire, both in regard to religious and worldly affair s , and fourth, in becoming exempt from 
the metempsychosis, or being horn again, m another sinpe, in this frail world 0 » Par- 
vuttee' m this, there is no fiction, fallacy, or falsehood I will relate to you how this hill at- 
tained its pre eminence above all others Attend’ When the Peotahs, in order to obtain 
the Imreeta, or water of immortality, churned the sea with the mnnntam of Mundru^^, it 
produced that deadly poison, which was destroying mankind, birds, and beasts Then 
Brumba, in order to atop the general destruciion, said, 0 ' Muhadeo ’ swallow (lus fatal 
Teflon, that all possessing hie may be saved In obedience to the command of Brumha, 
I swallowed the deadly draught, but, apprehensive of its baneful effects, retained it m 
my throat, which, from its virulence, became blue , hence I was called Neel kunf.h the 
former wordsigmfywg blue, and the latter, Mr<?af After this, Idwelt loKalinjur, witch 
IS tbe cause of the fame, celebrity, and repute in which it has been since held Kalinjur, 
0 ! Parvmttee* is one of my appellations Kallum signifying deadly (poison), and Jurr 
ewallowiDg This, 0 1 Parvuttee ' is tbe true origin of the word Kalmjur*®* At the time 
of giving birth to a son or daughter, of giving chanty, doiog good, or of marrying a son 
or daughter, if the holy name of Ralinjur be mentioned, or even imagined, it will be an 
act of piety and virtue, wl icb will exempt (he person so doing from great ponislimcnt, 
remove all worldly trouble, sorrow, and distress, and occasion the completion of every wish 
of his heart ^This hill, 0 ! Parvuttee ' is likewise named Ruvee Cliitr, (he former word 
aignifying tbe sun, and the latter, a holy place, and both united, the place ofsohr worship 
Its length and breadth are two kos A pilgrimage to this plac**, prevents being bora 
again in any other shape in this frail world If a person stay m Kalinjur only as long as 


A pandit infonned toe, that it wm denred from Kalu, an appellation of Mahadco, and Lutijnr, a hdl ^ 
eflotber eUted, that its etymology was Kalee nod Eel njnr, a place or the place of K«Iee I ahalJ not pre^ to 

decide, “ when docton disagree, 'which is most Idcelyi for, u Sir Roger deCorerly observes, “nweli may be Mia 

es loth tides." 



ronia take to milk a cow, te will partake of great beatitude. Tonchinu or ever, .ee- 
ing this hill, wiU absolve the punishment of kiUing a Brnmhun. The earth and places of 
Kalinjur are so extremely pure and holy, that no place of religious resort on the face of 
the earth is equal to it. Any person giving alms there, will receive ten million fold. O' Par- 
wttee! T have not told the least falsehood, and never will I utter an untruth. Behold ! on 
that hill, towards the north, the place of pilgrimage named Trebenee : whoever performs 
bis ablutions and devotions, and gives alms there, will partake of great beatitude, and ob- 
tain the secret wishes of his heart. The proper period for performing the ablutions and 
worship is the third day of the light half of the moon of Kartick. It is required of man- 
kind to perform a pilgrimage to Kalinjur, to bathe there, and according to their means, to 
give alms and food to the Brumhuns. They will then become partakers of great bliss. If 
a person perform the pilgrimage when the sun is in Tola, or Brischik, (Libra, or Scorpio,) 
be will be happy all his life, never be in want, and after death, will go to heaven. Near thiis, 
is a another place of pilgrimage named Gop Koond, a holy spring, in which, if any person 
bathe, worship, and make an offering to me ofsundul wood, rice,leaves of the Bel tree, and 
perfumes, and give delicious food to the Brumhuns, he will realize all his wishes. What hill 
in the world is there, that can be compared to Kalinjur! since from if, every thing pos- 
sessing life, derives benebt : any person going there, becomes joyful ; hut it is indispensa- 
ble, that he worship Neelkunth Muhadeo, and make the prescribed offerings; then, after 
death, he will go to heaven. Near Gop Koond is a place of vorship named Soorgbapee, 
possessing inestimable qualities: a person who bathes there, and worships me, will be 
cleansed, and cured of the sin and sickness of seven lives ; that is to say, a person bear- 
ing the sin, or sickness of seven transmigrations of (be sou), n ill, by bathing there, be 
cleansed, and cured ; and if he be seven times bom again, no sickness or disease shall ever 
happen to him ; and he shall escape the punishment of his sins ; for, the purity of the whole 
earth is in, and inseparable from, the water of Soorgbapee. Soorgbapee was a woman, who 
went into Kalinjur to pray ; and by' constant devotion, obtained the completion of every 
wish of her heart ; and the spot whereon she dwelt, in after ages, received her name. The 
time for performing ablutions there, is tm fifth day of the light half of the moon of Kartick. 
Near Soorgbapee is another place, Ban (f aps Putal)Gunga, where if any person worship 
and perform ablutions, he will quickly '.o heaven, and become incorporate with Sheo. 
The period for this worship is the ninth d. v of the light half of the moon of Kartick. Near it 
also, is Mirg Dhara, where if any person wors' Mirgan with purity of heart and with, 
out hypocrisy, he will obtain as great bliss as be, a o bathes in the seven seas t2r ; name- 
ly, the salt sea; the sta of sugarcane juice: thv ea of wine; the sea of clarified 
butter; the sea of milk; the sea of curds; and the sea of limpid water. To Lathe in 
these seas, is rather difficult; hut if any person can effer.; it, he will partake great beati- 
tude ; hut cf such bliss one thousand fold will he participate, n ho bathes at the Mirg Dhara, 
or Ban Gunga, and worships me, which are undertakings of no difficulty. 

If a person, when the sun enters Mogur, or the Sea Monster, (i. e. Capriconi,) fie 
period of the ablutions at Priagu or Utlaliabad, bathe in tlie waters of the Trebe- 


Tl'e reader will notice tlie nnmber serco, wtich is so often nred ; the seren gates, seM, days of the week, 
ic, d:c. aUuding to llic seven planets^ on vWch doctrine the whole of their mythology is one c 


nee, or the anited waters of the Ganges, Jumna, aud Sursoottee^, he will obtain great 
bliss —bat of such beatitude, one thousand fold, will he partake, who bathes in the Ban 
Gunga Whoever bathes there, or at the iilirg Dhara, and worships me, shall obtain 
much bliss, be joyful all his days, and after death, be united to me 0» Parvuttee, the 
properties of Kalinjur have I cursorily related What more dost thou require ? If thon 
requirest any thing,— require If thou hast any thing more to say,— say Whoever reads 
this, now or hereafter, shall be joyful and glad of heart, and never Know want The end of 
the first part 

Parvuttee said, *0* Muhadeo, thy servant also wishes to hear more in praise of 
Kalinjur Thou hast conferred a great favor on Iier, but now give a more particular 
account, and describe all its virtues * On hearing these words, Muhadeo opened hismouth 
to answer, and said, *Many ore the qualities,and great is the fame, of this hillt It is the most 
holy and excellent of lulls It requires an attentive ear, while 1 relate Whoever recites, 
and hears recited, the praise and fame of Kalinjur, will escape from three species of pu- 
mshment , namelj,lst for faults voluntarily committed, such as wishing ill to another, 2d 
for faults of tl e tongue, such as cursing and using bad language , andSd the faults of the 
body, which include abasing and maltreating the poor and helpless As soon as the name 
of Kalinjur reaches the ear of such a person, he becomes absolved from bis sins, will ne- 
ver commit them again, and partakes of great beatitude 01 Parvuttee I those who die 
in Kalinjur will be incorporate with me 60 000 years, after which they will be again boro, 
\o rule on earth, lo the station of kings and princes, pro\ecloTS of their eonitirf, high in 
dignity, great m power, wise, learned, accomplished, just, brave, fortunate, faigbminded, 
Virtuous, and worshipping and fearing God If aperson, aflervisitmg Kalmjar, die at Buna- 
vus, he will become of the rank of Bnimba, and not be bom again in this transitory world 
O ' Parvuttee < there are tweaty-eigbt holy places on the face of the earth, visiting which, 
absolves the sms of mortals , namely, seven towns, three villages, nine deserts, and lUne 
bills The seven towns are, Ujoodheea, or Awudb ,Mulbooni,Mayupooree,orHardwar, 
Kashee, or Bunarcs , Vishu Kaoebee, or Sheo Kanchee, a celebrated place on the Nar- 
mada , Awunlika, or Oojyn , and Dwarfca, or Dwarbuttec, on the sea coast The three 
SnsrWMv'growp w iTavtAsdwj JJidvvU'jiw?, .NjwdCrjamjuxKi^l-iirlhecium- 
try round Muthoorn, Kooshul Gram near Oude, or Awudb The nine deserts are, Dun- 
duk, Syndhub, Juraboomarg, Pooskkor, Ootbpnl, Burtnma, Nyeemkhar, Mismck, 
and Koorjangul The nine biQs arc, Renook, Sbookur, Kashee, Kalee, Kal,Butaishoor, 
Kalinjur, Muhakal, and Oofchul These places, O ' Parvuttee, have the property of pre- 
venting transmigration, ofeonfemog bliss, and of absolving sms Wboever offers up his 
life at any of these places, will be happy as long as the sun and moon remain in the heavens 
O ! Parvuttee ! there are seven holy parts in the body of a man f Hear attentively, and 1 
will tell thee Isl, the nose, 2d, the eyebrows ; 3d, the liver , 4tli, the forehead , Gtb, 
the waist , Clh,tlie navel, and 7tb, the throat There are also ‘ 0 ! Parvuttee, four Joogs, 


Tlie Sonooltceb tappwed to Boireadtr grtnaJ, tad to vnUeniththe Jaant tod Gtaget tt Fritft, 
irhich t g ifirt » Tn s gnifics Hiree, B bninio, » flood, Umsi, &e. hence Tiibenes, or mow fnpertf 

Tn bjbomioee, tlie three fCreaou. See notes 3 isd 54 



In the Sufmjoog, lhi,Mwa„JUdKirto, after the 

Dwapur Joos, it p-as named Pmgnl Gart ; ajd in Ibe Treeta « Joe", Mnlia Gath 
0 ! Parvuttee be edways vnse and sagacious ; and recollect that these placeLill cause the 
remission of sms, and the attainment of every desire. The account which I have related 
was secret, and veiled from all ; but on account of the wish of my beloved, it has now been 
spoken and revealed. If any person reads this, he wiU attain great felicity. The end of the 
second part 


Parvuttee said, 0 ! crown of my crown, and 0 ! Muhadeo ! Thy condescension and 
kindness are infinite ; thy servant is still desirous of hearing more of the praises and virtues 
of Ruvee Chitr. Therefore, 0 ! worthy of worthies ! explain them, in order, that I may 
comprehend the extent of its purity and fame.’ Muhadeo having listened to her supplication, 
answered and said; 'O'. Parvuttee ! the praises of Ruvee Chitrhave a talismanic charm. 
It is likewise named Bridh Chitr, where if any person batlie, he will obtain bliss. In every 
age there has been an appropriate place of worship and of ablution. In the Sut Joog, 
it was the Gunga Chitr, or the place of worship was the Ganges. In the Dwapur Joog, 
the place of adoration was the Purbhas Chitr, or Purbhas river. In the Treeta Joog, the 
Sursoottee Chitr was the place of prayer ; and in the Joog, the Ruvee Chitr, or place 

of solar worship was established. If, when the sun enters any of the signs of the zodiac, 
on Ruvee-bar, or Sunday, any person perform his devotions in Ruvee Chitr, he will ob- 
tsun much future beatitude. There are twelve signs of the zodiac, in which the sun enters 
month by month. They are as follows. 


1st. Mek,h, or 

Aries, in 

Bysak,h, 

or April. 

2d, Brik,h, 

Taurus, 

leytjh. 

May. 

3d. Mit,hoon, 

Gemini, 

Asar,h, 

June. 

4th. Kur,h, 

Cancer, 

Sawun, 

July. 

5th. Sing,b, 

Leo, 

B,hadon, 

August 

6th. Kuneea, 

Virgo, 

Koonar, 

September. 

7th. Tola, 

Libra, 

Kartik, 

October. 

8th, Brischik, 

Scorpio, 

Ug,huD, 

November. 

9th. D,haD, 

Sagittarius, Pook,h, 

December. 

10th. Mugur (alligator,) 

Capricorn, 

Mag,h, 

January. 

11th. Koomb,h(theEwer,) Aquarius, 

P,hagooD, 

February. 

12th. Meen, 

Pisces, 

Chyf,h, 

March. 


If any person, when the sun enters any of these signs on a Sunday, perform his ablu- 
tions in Ruvee Chitr, be will escape great punishment, never experience trouble or dis- 
tress, all his undertakings will prosper, and notliing shall occur to vex him for twelve mil- 


lions ofkulps*33. 


The age of truth or probity, or golden age. 
The second, or silver age. 

»■ Toe third, or brazen age. 

•“The present, or iron age. 

»« See note 89. 


TT 



W lien Sunday liappeus on Ibe deventh day of the month, if a peraon perform his de- 
votions m Bridh Chit r, all his troubles will be removed, and after death, he will be united 
to me BridliChitr is so very holy, that even Ilong to bathe there While I explain, apply 
an attentive ear* 

Brumha, Vislinoo, Shivu, and Indm, are the pious of the former ages, and always 
bathed there, as also did thegenii,demons, Kunnur, the dn me story-teller, Gundhurp, the 
celestial son^'ster, nunibliadcea, Upsursuli, and oilier heavenly damsels, who are always 
desirous of doing so How an'cious then ought man to be 1 On the 1 Ith of Mag.h happen- 
ing on a Sunday, any person bathing in Buvee Chitr, will realize alibis ivisbev, and be joy- 
ful, hippy, and rich When the 7tli of a month happens on a Sunday, any person bathing 
there, and giving alma to the Bruiiiliutis, will derive great advantage If he make an of- 
fering of water in the name of Ins deceased father, or grandfather, he will obtain many 
blessings If on the lOth day of the moon a person anoint himself with mustard 
oil and ownlah, and bathe in Bridh Chilr, he will be exempt from the Trcbidce pap , 
that IS to saj, he will escape the punishment of three different kinds of sin, namely, 
crimes voluntarily committed, crimes in speaking, and crimes of the body 0*ParvutteeI 
any person making a burnt offering lo Ruvee Clutr, looking at, and meditating on the rays 
of the sun, w ill escape great tortures , all Ins troubles will be removed, and bis actions, 
unrivalled If any person perform the Oodhoom, that is to say, make an offenngof wheat, 
Goor, (coarse brown sugar,) and a calf, and give aims to the Brumhuns and needy accord- 
ing to liis means tiiesun will always shinewith favoron him I Parvuttee said 'O'foun- 
tarn of benedcence ' 0 ' treasury of compassion ' and 0 1 Jtluhadeo 1 what is the cause of 
the virtues, fame, and renown of this holy place ^ From wliomdidit become so celebrated, 
and who used anciently lo perioriii ablutions there ^ Iftbou knowcst, relate the particulars, 
that I may no longer be ignoriiit of these tliiugs Mubadeo, on bearing these words, an- 
swered and said 01 Parvuttee' IvirmKotwas thename ofa Raja, andMarkhundee that 
of a devotee, who one day said to Kirm Kot, Buvec Chitr is a very holy place, and from 
bathing (here, all desires are gratiGed The Raja accordingly made a practice of hattnng 
there , in a short tune, he obtiined the object of bis prayers, and was happy From the 
fayar a/ rfwsuir, anifi^lo virfaes jViVj&irtf iia'inirtf iemrtiibci'aytfiirf of an 

angel, and his body slender, bespoke to allabouttbat holy place, so that its fame, virtues, 
and repute became universal 0 • Parvultee ! -any person who bathes there on a Sunday, 
will never be troubled with defective sight, the palsy, itch, ringworms, or any other disor- 
der, for, by llic touch of thewaterof Ruvee Chitr, all sickness is removed Anypoor 
person ballung there and believing, will soon become wise, learned, nch, and nse to so- 
vereign power. In this, tliere is no fallacy, fiction, nor deceit for, men, genii, demons, 
and tliL divint, songstress, dnell tbereia, and tberefore, it la, that the wishes ofmortals arc 
realized in this world , and in (he next, believers are united unto me The praise, wor- 
ship, and jdontion of the solar orb, even Brumha cannot properly perform, how then 
shnuM I be able to explain them, but the little I do know, I have related Bridh Chitr 
causes oil the wishes of the pious to be realized, removes all worldly anxiety, and confers 
every virtue Whoever bathes there will be happy all bis life, and after death, hewiMbe 
united unto me. Whoever reads, and wiU applaud, this, shall enter into great felicity, and 



not be subject to transmigration. What ^ras true, 0 ! Parvuttee ! have I related unto thee ifi 
The end of the third part. 


Parvuttee said, ' 0 ! worthy of worthies ! 0 « crown of my crown, and 0 ! Muhadeo ! 
The account which thou hast explained, and the particulars of the hdl of Kalinjur, which 
with tongue-relating miracles, thou hast repeated, thy servant has heard, and pondered in 
her mind ; but now, detail the particulars of the poojun, or worship, and of the ablutions 
in the sacred places, ^\Tiat place, what Deota, what direction, and in what comer it 
dwells ? It is known, that all thou hast related is an abbreviation ; now separately, dis- 
tinctly, and explicitly pve thy servant a full account, which her heartlongs to understand 
and comprehend ; therefore, relate,’ Muhadeo answered and said: ‘ 0 ! piece of my soul ! 
the different ablutions performed in the holy places, and the worship of the Deotahs,! will 
byname, recite; and also the different directions in which they dwell; listen \vith an at- 
tentive ear, Sree Ramchum (or an impression of the foot of Ram) is a place of pilgrim- 
age in the south east angle, near which, is Seeta Churn, or the foot of Seeta. In the same 

direction, there is the Soomtur Churn: Soomtur signifies Luchmun, who is the younger 

brother of Ram Chundur. Here, 0 ! Parv'uttee ! the devotees and pious always remain, 
worshipping Ram Chunder and others. There is, likewise, the pilgrimage of Bbyroob 
andBhyroobee. Whoever goes there, and believing, offers sandal-wood, rice, and flowers, 
worships and adores, on him do I always look with favor ; and if a person daily worship 
Bhyroob and Bhyroobee, he is always dear to me, and dwells near me. If any one go on 
a durshun, that is to say, a visit, or pilgrimage to the Mirgan, and perform the ceremony 
of Tirpun, which is an offering of water to tho manes of deceased ancestors, and give, in 
their names, delicions food to the Brumhuns, he will attain great beatitude. The person 
who goes to thefllirg Chitr, and performs the Sooraduh, i. e. giving charity and doing good 
in the name of deceased ancestors, will obtain great bliss ; and it will be equal to tbe ad- 
vantage of the Gya Sooraduh. Gya is the name of a very holy place; and whoever 
goes there to perform the Sooraduh, will escape from purgatory and hell, for a hundred 
and twenty generations ; and all his sins, and the punishments which they deserve, will 
be pardoned. Whoever goes to, and gives charity at, the Mirg Cbitr, will attain bliss ; 
anfl whoever performs the Tilooduk, (an offering of linseed and water in the names of 
deceased relatives,) all his desires will be realized: be will attain great felicity, and be 
able to perform miracles. To the south west, is the Hunoomut Poojun. Whoever wor- 
ships there, is favored by Hunoomunt; becomes noble, and obtains his wishes in this world, 
and in the next, has no trouble. The purity of that sacred place is even as you have 
heard, and as 1 have described. To tbe west, is Matung and Rigbbapee, where there is a 
Baoree, or large well: whoever bathes there, and worships Matung, becomes a Kirtaruth, 
which signifies one who has obtained ail bis desires. Tbe fifth day of the full moon in 
Asarh, is the period for bathing there ; and whoever in that day performs his ablutions 
there, will enjoy Jatusmur, which is the knowledge of former states of existence, pos- 
sess wisdom, perseverance, and humility; and every one whom that person holds dear, 
will be endowed with those qualities. Towards the north, is the temple of Neelkunt,h 
Muhadeo; whoever worships there, and makes offerings, will become a MooktBhagee ; 
that is, he will be exempt from being born again. Neelkunt,h has the power to take life 
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from one being, and to bestow it on a dead body , to take the throne from kings, and to 
raise beggars to sovereign power Whoever with implicit faith, worships, and believes 
ID Neelkunt 3Iuhadeo, will attain the power of perfonujOg tbeeight miracles , namely,! st, 
Unema, 2d, Muhema, 3d, Lugima, 4th, Pfapt,h, 5tb, Praskasheea, 6th, Eshitla , 7lh, 
tlbis Sitta , 8th, Tlbbis Sittee I will particularly relate to you the nature of these mira- 
cles Attend • The Ist is, that property wkich enables the body to eat, and retain as 
much as it can, the 2d is, making your body Ia:^e, robust, long and lolly The 3d is, 
making the body extremely small, like a flea , so that it can go any where The 4th 
IS, obtaining every thing you wish for The 5th is, toseewbatis doing at the distance 
of Imndreds of kos, and to go there if desired. The 6th is, to draw and attract to you 
every person possessing power and blandishments 7th. The power of bearing the con- 
versation, of seeing the sitnation of others, and of possessing all things 8tb To obtain 
what your heart desires, from any distance, and to go if wished, in a moment, to the 
heavens above, or to the earth beneath but 0 1 Parvuttee • these miracles are only to be 
attained from the worship of Neelkaat,b, and from ablutions at the place aforesaid. To- 
wards the north west, is another place of worship narocdSoomtur whoever bathes there, 
will escape great tortures, become holy, pure, and never expenence difficulty, trouble, or 
distress This account, which 1 have related to you, whoever believes, hears, or reads 
with faith of heart, shall escape great torments, and go to heaven I have related to you, 
0 • Parvuttee ' the names and praises of the different places of pilgrimage If thou dost 
require any further information, ask, and I will relate it The end of the fourth part 

This is all oflhe Kalinjur Muhattum which 1 could obtain,— quitesufficient to convince 
the reader of the veneration in which Kaliojur was held, and to exhibit, were a proof 
necessary, the extent of the delusions imposed by the pnslme Bromhuns on succeeding 
generations 
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CHAP. XI. 

Cursory historical Account of Kalinjur. 

In the year of our Lord 978, as recorded inDow’sHistory of Hindoostan, from wliicb 
the substance of this chapter is taken, " Jypal colJected his forces, and marched to meet 
the Emperor Subuktugee. His army mas supplied rrith troops and money by the kings 
of Dildee, tljmeer, Kalinjur, and Kinnonj. In A. D. 1008, the princes of Oojyn, Guaiior, 
Kalinjur, &c. inarched towards the Indus, to repel the invasion of the Emperor Mahmood 
the First.” 

“ In A. D. 1021, Nunda, the prince of Kalinjur, attacked Kinnouj. Mahmood I. re- 
ceiving intelligence of this act of hostility, marched to the bank of the Jumna to meet 
Nunda, who came to the frontiers of his dominions, with an army of 36,000 horse, 45,000 
foot, and 650 elephants ; but suddenly decamped in the night, leaving his tents, camp equi- 
page, and baggage, of which, together with 380 elephants, Mahmood took possession.” 

“In A.D. 1022, Mahmood again marched against Nunda, and proceeded to Kalinjur, 
of which be commenced the siege. Nunda offered t!)e king 300 elephants, and other pre- 
sents, for peace. These terms being accepted, the Raja, in order to try the bravery of the 
king’s troops, intoxicated tbe elepbants with certain drugs, and let llieni loose without 
riders into tbe camp. Some of them were killed, and the rest were caught, and reduced 
to obedience. 'Nunda then sent Mahmood a panegyric in the Indian tongne, which so pleas- 
ed tliat monarch, that he conferred on the prince of Kalinjur fifteen forts, with many 
curious presents ; but the peace was principally ratified by means of the jewels and 
gold which were given by Nunda,” 

“ In A. D, 1202, in tbe reign of Moohummud Choree, Qootuh took the forts of Ka- 
linjur, Kaipee, and Budoun. In A. D. 1208, Qootub besieged Kalinjur, where he was 
met by Gola, the prince of that country, whom he defeated ; and dismounting his cavalry, 
began tbe seige of that fort. Gola finding himself hard pressed, offered Qootub the same 
presents as his ancestors had given to Mahmood. The proposal was accepted ; but the 
Tizier, who wanted to bold out without coming to any terms, found means to make away 
with tbe Baja, while the presents were getting ready.” 

“ The flag of hostility was again hoisted on the fort, and tlie siege recommenced. 
The place, however, was in a short time reduced, on account of the drying up of a spring, 

UD 



upon tlie which supplied the gamson w itU water There w a tradition among the na* 
tives of the place, that the springs always dry op when the artillery is dicharged, but 
we are rather tempted to believe, that the drying of the spring was chiefly owing to the 
increase of inhabitants, and the thirst occasioned by hard duty , for, besides the garrison 
Qoolub found there, fifty thousand male and female. The plunder of this place, m gold* 
jewels, and precious etfects, was very great" ' 

Nothing further respecting Kalinjur is recorded by Dow, until A D 1530, when the 
prince Hoomaj oon was besieging the fort " His fathei the Emperor Baber falling dan- 
geroualy ill, recalled the prince, who, on the death of his father, ascended the throne, and 
again invested Kalmjur, in A D 1631 , but on receiving intelligence of a rebellion m the 
eastern provinces, he inarched from Kalinjur, defeated the Ufghans, near Jounpnor, and 
reinstated Joonyd Burlas in his government " In A D 1642, we find, according to Bow, 
that Hoomaj oon was then before Kalinjur This probably accounts for the tradition winch 
exists, of the fort having formerly been besieged for twelve years It appears that 
Hooroayoon first went against it in A D. 1530, anti had not taken it in 1642 but 
we have also seen, that in two instances, be left Kalinjur , and although he endeavoured at 
different times, to take the fort within (he period of twelve years, it does not appear, as 
the legend states, that it was actually besieged for that period 

” Sheer Shah marched against Kalinjur in A D 1654, drewalineof circnmvallation, 
and legan to earrj on liis approaches lie raised mounds of earth for his ortiltery, by 
which, I presume, Dow means, that he battered it from the adjacent lull of Kalii^uree, for 
the formation of a mound of earth 906 feet high would indeed have taken twelve years to 
complete Tins therefore evidently appears to be an erroneous translation "Mines were 
sunk under the rock The royal batteries were advanced very near, ’ (the muzzles of the 
guns then, must Lave been nearly perpendicular ') " breaches were made, and a general as- 
sault ordered, when a live sheUt^**, winch had been thrown against the fort by the imperi- 
alists, rebounded back into (he battery in which the king stood The shell burst in the 


iM It li ptrbapi doubtful vbsther ihetls verejat that period !a uae la lad a t but there U erer^ reisos to bel ers 
esnoon to bare been knowolu Alia ceatonreberoreitwailaTeatedinEuropei for. IberulecoaitrucUoaoflbe 
BDclrnt Hindoo fuoi In Kaliujnr, UJee Oorb, Gnalior,&c formed ofban conpresacd mtb (rooboopa, the larjo 
nnarieldlp o aes of metal termed tl o great gon at Agra, aod another like !l but lomeivhat imaller, within the pre 
ctota of the palace at Dih1<e,eoaTe^ an Ides of ibe most remote aatiquit},aQd that tbCT- were made In the ten thof 
tbe sorereignty of the Hindoos If we eooeeire them to be coeral with the empire of the tlajas of Kmnouj which 
there Is no reason to doubt, and reckoaug from tbe time of P|bor or Poms, the cotemporarary of Alexander, tvho 
331 years before ChnsC, conquered Dsnus klog of Fersta, and other nations of Asia Uuust from sneh data be 
SISR years since tl ese guns were ms te ^and Id note 120 U will be obserred that cannou was known lo India long 
before the lime of Alexander consequently tl e period of Ibe r formation is lost in antiquity Admitting tbe canonn 
used by £daardtbe3d attbebaitleof Cressyln A D 1346, and tbe gunpowder made by Swartx in t D 1310 to hare 
been the first known in Europe, a part of tbe globe, at the remote per od to wh chi refer, and for ages after mi 
merted In the darkness of ignorance and s»mi barbarity, it by no means follows that they were unkno rn to the 
enl ghtened nations of the east who for ages boi* tbe palm of ciril zat^on, and shone resplendent for the c It re of 
tbe human mind And if, as will doubtless on reflection be adml ted, we bare b rroweJ aatronnini, anti met e 

■rcbilccture, and eren letters from the east, why abouldwc be disposed, m tbe blindness of our own ignorance, 
to lafpose that Asu was not also before os in tbe inreation of gunpowder and artillery ? 



of a quantity of gunpowder, which bad not been property secured. He was so dread 
folly burnt, that be was carried to his tent, where he breathed his last. There is a place' 
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iwiectrcadinsin , Calcntt,. ne^sp.pcr . -SO, =. account of the great, Acr., sMajUn, 

hire been mode by li.c cmpcror bkbnr, merely horrever. beenuse, like anny others, be hadbnains'n^e enured 
nyon it, which ,s likewise the case on a, iron p,ll.-.r, of such remote anliqnitr, near the Oootnb Miner « DVWee 
tot other characters engraced on it .ire unknown to the present race of mankind ; and tben'^e it mi -ht on the same 
gfoend, be inferred, tb.nt, because Ufcbur's m-ime is on it, he placed the piikr tliere ; and a similar ob-ervation aiebt 
be applied to that celebrated column of stone in the fort of Allahabad, on which the name of the Emperor 
jnhangeer is engrared. This celebrated Pilhr is rOfcct and 10 inches ja lenrth. Its circumference at the base 3 
feel 6 inches ; and its circumference at the top, 6 feet 7 inches. The part of the base which k intended to be under 
grtinnd, as appears from it haring been left in n rough unfinished state, is 7 feet 6 inches. 

The titles, appellations, &c. of the Emperor Jnbangeer are engraved on it/m relief, in a most decant and mas- 
terly manner, the stone being cut away, and the letters projecting : hnt it is not thence to he inferred that it was 
that monarch who caused the pillar to he hewn ; because there are many characters on it of such remote antiquity 
that they are unknown and lost to the present race of mankind. The following is a specimen of them. 




The Eersian inscription is ns follows, excepting the p.art which is in contact with the ground, and coaseqnently 
cahnothe seen. 

jj u/*-' - ilnU o u 

The powerful. The son of Sooltan Ahoo ^uecd. O ! light (or glory '.) The son of Sooltan Moohumi^d Mee^ 
0 ! Director 1 The son of Mceran Shah. Tiie son of the age of Sbekh Jliraa. God is most great ! The^ht of 
religion hroobnmmndJuhangcer, the son of the earth, the illustrious, rictonons king. O! Protector. The son 

^Sr-mformntion of the curious, I annex a copyand translation of the im^cripfion on the pat gun which the 
account in the newspaper referred to, uidnced me toohtain. <-Jl« o 

ur/r 

. I . M di-, i> 

ir 1 • >1^ 

In the age of king Ukhur : M mhummud Yousoot Khiit Moohmnmnd, engraver of srals ; Ruhmut Mlah, 
engraverof seals Moohummud Zahid, sun of ShekhT-aj Dice ; Moohninmud Ubdooilafa, sed (“S^V"), the pre- 
ceptor of Sooltan Moohumrond. 0 God ! Nisar Khan, se.Tl engraver; UUah Yar, engraver of seals of Lahore; Kha- 



168 Bear Kalinjur named Laljd Gurli, where it is said. Sheer Shah was buried. Frorathi 3 ,it 
would appear, that the mausoleum at Saliseram is merely the cenotaph of Sheer Shah. 
Dow liowe\er states, that he was boned Ihere. If so, 1 have only to observe, that trans- 
porting a corpse any distance, is an event extremely rare , for, the tombs of other Asiatic 
princes are generally seen at the places of tlieir decease “ Sheer Shah was succeeded 
by Ins j ouiigest son JiilKI, who ascended the throne in the fort of Kalinjur, on the 77th 
of the first Rubbee, in the jear of the Hijree 952, or A. D 1545, and assumed the tale of 
Seleem Shah ” 

The local tradition respecting Kalinjur is, that in the reign of Uhmnd Shah, there 
were two brothers, named Mcer Molec and Meer Moongee, sons of the Nuwab ITmeer 
Khan, who were the Qilaadars. A person in their service, whose name was Gunga Ram, 
to whom the care of the $e\ea galea was confided, sold the fort to Raja Hurbun? Rae, of 
Hleerfuli Rut that Raja, unable to retain it, gave it up to Raja Suhha Stngli of Punnah 

The subsequent account of Kalinjur lias already been given in the history of the 
states orPuiuiah and Oandah Further remarks are therefore unnecessary 


luh Moubumwiid, ml eograFcr of Lahore Th« ftnoralje t slave of ^bah Mooburamod, ensrmr ofD I Ue, ibk 
year 1019, the deioice Sultaa Moohiimnod, the oxtof Ghufo^rof CiMe , the /ear 11116, l! e slave of 

Shall Moohuramud the jear 3l The ilcvoUc Ilo'rno<xl devn, iial eogfirer, Futh oollab, aeal tigitreref 
Lahore, hloohuoimud sinirech, die preriptor of Kb da dad tbe ion of Geo ood Deen, DitireofLabon. , Shah 
Shareek Mahoomud Bublool, ml eosrarerofLabore ,Puth.engraTer, d d lhv> (aidodj bf llegoodoni of God , 
Shah Jabaos^cr, tbe son of Ubbur (be Vin^, tbe elare of the tomb (DurgabJ , Sheer Ulee Afooia, itare of the Durfah 
The Feifbt of the eanooma 12,010 U(ihalou$,orlhirtf &ioemauodi, iiatreD itera ood ahalf, or one too, eight 
Cttt andaeicateealbi at the rale of t<ro lbs loaiecr 

Not! log, therefore, whirh is eograreJ oo itc great gun tends to proee it to bare been cast by order of Ukbnr 
altbougli It affords one auioag many reasons for believiog, tbac the Mootulman conquerors not only tarsed 
the Hindoo religious edifices into Afoobunmudan mosques, bit inscribed thriroamea and titles on the more tta> 
peudous irorbs of Hindoo antiquity, lu (be rain hope of loduciog posteniy to sa, pose that tl ey were erected by 
bitn whose name is ia,cribed ihcrcoo hence, we see tbe name aud tillea of Qoot ib Sbah, engrared on tbe JJooo 
tub Alinat at Hiblce , whereas (be style of arcbitectore. Its eagular forma, &c preci ely aioiilar to (bat of the 
temple of dugu NaCb, and of erery other pagoda, at once indicate >t to be of Hindoo origin, SadepcoJent of (be 
friUar being always symbolical of the source of life, and therefore snru/blein of the Supreme Being, as illustrated 
So notes 34, 36, and 63 Hence Kbewlsewe seethe osme of tbe Emperor dahangeec eagraTSd on the grasUe 
colcuno to the fort of Allahabad. 
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CHAP. XIL 

Of the Diamond Mines. 


Ok approaching Pannah, the attention of the traveher is attracted by a number of 
pits, from three to twelve feet deep. These are the celebrated diamond mines. The 
diamonds are found in a red gravelly soU, which being collected, is washed in small bas- 
kets, until the sandy part disappears. The remaining pebbles are then spread on 
ground, made Sat and even for the purpose. They are then carefoily examined by the 
labourers, who pick out the diamonds, which are observed sparkling in the rays of the 
sun. The idea, therefore, that the diamond in its rough state is not distinguishable from a 
pebble, is erroneous ; for, as soon as the sand andsoil are washed off, it appears in all its bril- 
liancy, and cannot be mistaken. Some of the diamonds are clear and transparent j others 
have the dull appearance of a pearl ; or, are tinged with green, orange, or black. Their 
general shape is quinquangular, or sexangular; but the inferior, or small kind, have no 
particular shape. The fiat diamonds resemble pieces of glass ; but few of this descrip- 
tion are of much value. The different species of diamonds, are termed by the natives : 

First. — The Motee Ghool, which is clear and brilliant. 

Second. — The iHanik, of a greenish hue.. 

Third. — The Punnah, which is tinged with orange. 

Fourth. — ^The Bunsput, which is blackish. 

The mines in the immediate vicinity of Punnah have, I fancy, long since ceased to 
he productive ; but, as they are only superficial, it is probable, that were the rock cut 
through, strata of gravel might be found, which would open a new source of wealth to the 
speculator. 

The mines now chiefly worked are near the village of Sukareeuh, which is about 13 
miles from Punnah. The diamonds there, are found below a stratum of rock, from fifteen to 
twenty feet thick. To cut through this rock, is, as the natives work, a labor of many 
months, and even years ; but when the undertaking is prosecuted with di igencc, indus- 
try, and vigor, the process is as follows. On the removal of the superficial soil, the rock 
rs cut with chisels, broke with large hammers, and a fire at night is sometimes lit on the 
spot, which renders it more friable. Supposing the work to be commenced in Octo- 
hor, the miners may possibly cut through the rock by March. The nest four months 
are occupied in digging out the khakroo, or gravel, in which diamonds are found: 


70 this IS usually a work of much labour and delay, lo consequence of the necessity of frc. 
quenlly emptying the water from the mines The miners then await the selling m of the 
rainy season, lo furnish them with a supply of water, for the purpose of n ashing the gravel 

Were the working of these mines andertaken by Government, tliey would probably 
prove an inexhaustible source of wealtli , for, one hundredth part of them can never have 
been explored ^ 

The way to work them, independent of the mode adopted by the natives, would be 
to use instruments for boring or mining the rock, and blowing it up Having thus clear- 
ed it away, a scaffoldin'? with a few pullies, m order to raise the gravel with celenfy, 
would be necessary , and in the event of the springs in the mines producing much water, 
pumps might be occasionally used, and the water preserved by an embankment, by 
which meins the work might be carried on at all seasons One shaft or pit being thus 
sunk in the rock, would probably be sufficient for excivating the gravel for four or five 
hundred yaids round the entrance, thus, making it a regular mine, instead of a pit, as 
IS at present the case 

The only obstacle which occurs is thatthese mines are m the jageerofRajaKishor 
Singh His territory is said to yield seven lakhs of rupees per annum , but I doubt whs 
ther he actually realizes four, and am inclined to think, that were that sum offered him 
m treasure, it would be greater, and therefore more acceptable than the fijctnating reve* 
nue which he miy now receive He might, moreover, be reminded, that being the illegi- 
timate son of Dliokul Singh he has no other claim to the country than that which is 
founded on the magna n nity and generosity of the British Government There is a tra- 
dition that diimonds are unty discovered twelve kos round Punnah, a fallacy, no doubt 
invented by the Rajas to deter speculators from opening otlier mines, which would dete- 
riorate tiieir revenue or, by the abundant discovery of diamonds, diminish their value 
They have occasiomlly been found jn Kaliojur, and at the village of Ram Nugur, close 
lo the lull 

That inexhiustihle strata producing diamonds exist, there can be no doabt , an hy- 
pothesis which is in some degree proved by the flooding of the Bbagun nuddee through 
the lulls washing down diamonds which are frequently discovered on its banks, where 
there are likewise diamond mines, at the distance of about three miles from Kalinjur 
I opened a mine there myself, but, perhaps, on account of not being able to give it 
personal siipenntendance, it was not productive I went to it once, and having dis- 
covered two small diamonds, received the Congratulations of my fellow diggers, and 
their assurances, that the spot was lucky, and that I shbuM certainly be euci essful The 
mine produced small angular stones of agreenisb hue, like gram, which the natives called, 
* The brothers of the diamond,* and stated, that where they were found diamonds 
are also sure to be discovered Animated by this encouraging information, the work 
was resumed, but on digging below the level of the nvulet, and removing some large 
stones, I discovered — a fine spring, which filled the mine with water, faster than it could be 
baled out I was therefore induced to postpone the work awe dte^ and the Pindarce war 



breaking oat, I joined the army, and never 
the enterprize of digging for diamonds. 


afterwards had leisure or inclination to resume 


These mines are on the banks of the Bhagun-nuddee, a short distance within the 
lulls, w}.,cb abruptly nse o« each bank, clad with verdure of every tint to their summits, 
while the nppling stream, flowing over its uneven bottom, and at intervals failin'^ two 
or three feet, forms gentle and agreeable cascades: the whole presenting scenery, highly 
romantic, novel, and picturesque. I here observed many blocks of rock, with veins of 
crystallizations running through them, brilliant as diamonds themselves. Some rocks 
also, containing numerous sparkling particles, and others, apparently of marble, were 
marked with pink, green, and purple veins, which, when wrought, would possibly sur- 
pass the, productions of Italj', or any part of Europe. In short, the lulls in tliis pro- 
rince, some of which are of white marble, or porphyry, present an ample field for the 
researches of the lapidary, mineralogist, botanist, and philosopher. 

The. diamond mines of Punnah are the Pannassa of Ptolemy, hlaurice justly ob- 
serves, that the history of them was probably unknown to the inhabitants of the conntiy, 
who suppose that Raja Chuttur Saul was the first by whom they were discovered. 

I regret not having been able to collect more circumstantial information respecting 
them : for, the ignorance, apathy, indiflfereuce, or perhaps, suspicion of the natives, ren- 
dered my enquiries in many instances, unavailing. 

“ The discovery both of coloured stones and of the diamond itself, known to the an- 
cients by the name of Adamas Gemma, was probably discovered after the following 
manner. Some happy rustic turning, up the soil, beheld at bis feet a pebble, whose 
sparkling lustre, increased by the direct beam of the vertical sun, attracted hts notice. 
Digging deeper, he found others of greater magnitude and more dazzling brilliancy. 
Commerce had as yet placed no value on the glittering toy. He selected a few of the 
most beautiful stones, as embellishmeats for his cane-built habitation, or as ornamenlsfor 
the neck of the woman whom he loved. Cariosity led others to the spot, and a vain desire 
of disfincfion..nataraI to the human race, induced them to follow his example. The de- 
crease in number, added to tbe increasing demand for them, soon operated to stamp a 
value upon these stones. Tidings of this new found treasure soon reached the prince 
of the country : the spot was immediately enclosed ; the mine sunk, and henceforth they 
became an object in high request, and by degrees, au article of national traflic^*^. ' 

" Precious stones are formed by the incorporating of metals with crystal : gold makes 
rabies, mercury diamonds, copper emeralds. The grosser and more irregular particles 
of earth, when cemented by water, constitute tbe opaque and common stones. Lastly, 
sulphers,.salts, mercury, and earth, blended together in one common mass, without rule or 
proportion, produce minerals, half metaks, and all kinds of fossils ; while the more subtile 
and volatile parts, being diluted with water and air, turn into liquors and vapours of all 
sorts^H” — 

Maurice. 

»3« Travels of Cyrus, Bool; III. p. 69 and 70. 
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CHAP. xin. 


Of ihe Wattrfalh tn Reeii^a'a. or Heewah 
— oOo»- 

I AM indebted for the following account, to an ofltcer, who was serving la Reewah m 
the campaign of 1813, and had frequent opportunities of visiting, and examining these 
interesting and stupendous waterfalls 

The corps to which I belong, forming a part of the Reewali field force, has afforded 
me the satisfaction of witnessiogsome of the grandest phenomena m nature, a satisfaction 
which a less enthusiastic admirer of similar scenes would allow most fully to compensate 
for the length and inconvenience of an oriental voyage I allude to the falls of the rivers 
Tonse, Beehur, and Chicbyea I will not attempt to describe them, ns I am aware that my 
abilities are indequate to the task, but having examined them with attention, I cooceire 
that their present position throws more light on the probable ara of cosmogony, than can 
be derived from any other source The rivers, after washing off a thin soil of red sand, 
flow over beds of rock intersected by fissures The nearest to the g,hauts 135 of the 
Chicbyea) is distant from them about six miles The waters of the rivers falling from 
high, abrupt precipices, form deep excavations below a portion, however, force their pas- 
sage through the fissures before mentioned, and in progress of time, loosen immense 
masses of rock, which, falling into the escayaUons, fill them up fo a level with their beds 
below As the streams can act only on that portion of the rock which composes their 
beds, tbeir sides remain stationary, forming stupendous banks, confining their waters at 
their base, until the table land at their summits, is terminated by the g.hauts, {g.hantee ) 
On examination of these banks, I found, that a portion of the upper part, corresponding 
with their height above the falls, bore evident traces of the attrition of the stream, which 
leaves no doubt on my mind that the falls have actually receded The appearance of the 
beds below, teuds to corroborate this belief Large masses of rock are seen with verti- 
cal strata, which have fallen on others, and split them by their weight , whereas the stra- 
ta above the falls, are in a horizontal direction If this proves that they actually do re- 
cede, and that the immense banks, which extend from them to the ghauts, do not derive 
their origin from some great convulsion of nature, it remains only to be ascertained, how 
far they have been known to recede, witbm the memory of any individual, who may have 


•’* The proper word la g hantee, the ■ nml eod e a pas* or defile through h lli The word * S’ 
olfies a wharf, ferrf , &c and u consequent!; misapplied when refemog to a road up a hUl 










been born on tbe spot ; and, as the rock throughout (either with regard to its fissures or 
durahUity) is of the same nature, the measured length of the hanks, tracing their windings 
to the ghauts, would give thd quantum of years that must have elapsed, to have placed 
the falls in their present situation. Should this hypothesis he adopted by scientific men, 
v:ho may examine them at any future period, they will concur with me in the conclusion 
I deduce, that the world was created at a much more distant sera than we have been hi- 
therto led to believe. The falls of the first two rivers are in the country of dugut Mohun 
Singh, whose capital (Simareenh) is within a few miles of them. He tells us, he cannot 
recollect whether they have retained their present position, during bis lifetime, but 
that tradition has led him to believe, that they have receded considerably in the course 
of ages. Though he was frequently in our camp, with the usual apathy of an Asiatic to 
the beauties of inanimate nature, he did not consider them worth mentioning; and 
they were discovered by a foraging party, some time after our arrival in their vici- 
nity. The spray thrown up and forming clouds, was frequently visible from camp ; 
that of the nearest two, during the whole of the rains. The noise occasioned by 
the first, was heard distinctly whenever the wind was favorable. We were distant from 
the fall of the Tonse eight miles and a half ; and from tliat of the Beehur, ten and a half 
measured miles. The distance from the Chichyea fall, was supposed to be thirty. The 
hiriiest is that of the Beehur, which was measured by a line held above and below. The 
body of water falls perpendicularly, three hundred and seventy-one feet. The breadth of 
the stream above (during the rains) is six hundred and forty -one. The height of the 
Chichyea fall is three hundred and one feet ; but it has a rapid of about five hundred 
yards, which takes off about a hundred feet from the height it would otherwise measure. 
One of its banks measured four hundred and twenty-nine feet from the level of the stream 
below. The grandeur of this fall is increased by the rapid, which adds to the force with 
which the body of water is ])rojected through the lines formed by the stupendous banks 
of rock, which diverging as they approach the ghauts, and affording a distant view of the 
countiy below them, form a vista truly grand and beautiful. The bason, measuring from 
the water’s edge in the dry season, is SOO feet in diameter, and its depth 130. The space 
above from the hank, 1872. 1 have seen an account of the fall of the Topse in a Calcutta 
paper ; but the height was omitted. Subsequent ones have been addressed to the Editors, 
which they have declined to publish, fearing (we suppose) that their correspondents are 
trying their credulity. It is doubtless strange, that the existence of these falls, although 
so near our own provinces, should have continued so long unknown to Europeans. Eng- 
lishmen have crossed the Atlantic to view those of Canada, yet (if we except the pater 
expanse of water) they are trifling in comparison. The rainy season is most eligible for 
viewin'^ them. The verdure of the grass is there, too brilliant to appear natural on can- 
vass. Every tree affords a fragrant blossom ; every plant, a flower ; yet the eye is so fas- 
cinated by the awful grandeur of the fall, that it is long ere it rests on the softer beauties 
of the landscape, men the sun shines through the spray below, the prismatic colours, 
intheir-most vivid tints, form (if a misnomer be allowed) an extensive rainbow. 

“ The philosopher, the poet, the painter, the botanist, would ail find ample scope for 
their several studies. Each rock is encircled with the wild vine, bearing a profusion of 
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black grapes. Lilies, resembling those of the valley, spring up in abundance j and among 
a variety of flowering shurbs, the SuperbaGloriosais conspicuous. But I must not attempt 
to describe scenery which would require the pen of a Radcliffe, or the pencil of a Claude. 
I much regret (bat no person possessed of abilities for scientific research should have 
brought the falls to the notice of th® Asiatic Society, ns I am confident they will merit 
tbeir attention.” 

1 am indebted to afriendfor the following measurement of the fall of the river Tonse. 

“ From the top of the fall to the surface of the water in the bason, by three sepa- 
rate measurements, • . • . • . 220 feet. 

Width of the fall at the height of the rains, , . . . 500 feet. 

Width of the Tonse from bank to bank, . . . . 700 feet. 

This fall is near the village of Poorwab. The ri^ er below the fall runs in the bed of 
an eicaNation from 2 to 300 feet deep, and about 200 jards broad. The banks are too 
Bleep to gain the bed of the river. The banks rise above the fop of the fall about 100 
feet." 


finis. 



